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PROPHECY

The Third Jewish 
Temple

– Rajan Thomas

that when Herod built the temple, he 
ordered that gold should be mixed 
with the mortar in order to make the 
construction strong and grand.  The 
army men in search of gold, jack-
hammered each stone and also set 
fire to the structure anticipating the 
gold mix to melt out; thus each stone 
was removed without the army 
knowing the divine prediction the 
perfect Son of God had made some 
37 years before! 

The temple was destroyed on August 
10 of AD 70.  According to the Jewish 
calendar, the first temple was also 
destroyed by fire on August 10, B.C. 
586.  

Therefore, which temple was to be 
measured according to the angel 
prophesying in AD 96? 

The chapters from Revelation 6 
onwards contain the panoramic 
prophetical view of the 'things which 
shall be hereafter' (Rev.1:19), i.e., 
beyond the church age on the earth, 
which would be terminated by 
rapture (Rev.4:1).

The prophetical events of the angel 
saying in Revelation 11:1 to measure 
the third temple, which is yet to be 
constructed, would take place in the 
last days; probably during the seven 
years reign of the Antichrist.

Literal fulfillment remained as 
a dream 

The prophecy of the third temple has 
been a mystery for the past 1900 
years since John penned  the 
prophetical words of Revelation 
11:1&2. Literal fulfillment of the 
prophecy has only been a dream of 
the Jews. Skeptics queried the 
truthfulness of the Word of God in 
light of the temple destruction in AD 

name may be there forever". When 
the People of God turned their face 
against God - the Temple was 
destroyed in BC 586 by the 
Babylonians.  However, after the 
seventy years of exile about 50,000 
of Jews returned and reconstructed 
the second temple under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel (by BC 
516). 

Later on, Judea and Jerusalem came 
under the control of Roman 
imperialism. Herod the Great who 
had been appointed over the Jewish 
community by Rome in BC 37 was a 
puppet king. Herod the Great was not 
accepted as their ruler by the Jews. 
Hence he tried his level best to 
please them and so devised a master 
plan to modify the temple. Thus, the 
second temple built under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel underwent 
several renovations, refurbishing and 
extensions and was called as Herod's 
Temple

Prophetical words of Christ on 
the modified temple. 

It is about Herod's temple that Lord 
Jesus forewarned that 'there shall 
not be left one stone upon the other' 
(Mathew 24:2).  Students of biblical 
history are familiar as to how this 
prophecy was literally fulfilled in 
history by April of AD 70 .  The 
temple was destroyed by the Roman 
battalion as they rushed into the city 
under the leadership of Titus to 
suppress the Jewish Revolt.

As prophesied by Lord Jesus, the 
temple was destroyed by fire to fulfill 
'not be left one stone upon the other'.  
The imperial army prior to entering 
the city of Jerusalem heard a rumor 

Almost all the world's problems 
are zoomed towards the centre 

of the earth where the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict remains thus far 
an insolvable issue. This can be 
further focused onto the 36 acre 
temple mount at old Jerusalem. 

Still fortified with an old wall, the 
mount remains untouched by 
modern-day developments and 
carries two ancient religious 
monuments.   It is upon this mount, 
proximate to one of the monuments 
that Abraham was asked to sacrifice 
Isaac and also where Solomon built 
the first temple of Israel. 

John the beloved disciple of Jesus 
Christ was unveiled the things to 
come as in Revelation 11: 1&2 
“Then I was given a reed like a 
measuring rod. And the angel stood, 
saying, Rise and measure the temple 
of God, the altar, and those who 
worship there.

But leave out the court which is 
outside the temple, and do not 
measure it, for it has been given to 
the Gentiles. And they will tread the 
holy city underfoot for forty-two 
months.”

John was surprised because at the 
time of this prophecy (during AD 96) 
there was no Temple on the temple 
mount, yet he believed as a Christian, 
about the future temple.

What happened to the Jewish 
temple? Which temple was to be 
measured according to the angel? 

The first temple was built by 
Solomon by B.C. 959.   We read in 2 
Chron.7:16 “For now have I chosen 
and sanctified this house that my 
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re-birth of the nation of Israel in 
1948. 

As a nation, Israel got established by 
their sheer perseverance and 
survived among the neighboring 
hostile Arab nations who wanted to 
root the mount from the Middle East. 
Yet, Israel did not possess the Old 
Jerusalem including the temple site 
where the prophecy of Revelation 
11:1&2 has to be fulfilled as the 
domain remained under the control 
of the Arabs. 

But things changed after the six day 
Israeli-Arab War during June 1967. 
Jews recaptured the Old city of 
Jerusalem and to signify its liberation 
sounded the Shofar from the western 
wall.  Defense Minister Moshe Dayan 
upon reaching the western wall of 
the temple mount proclaimed, “We 
have returned to all that is holy in 
our land.  We have returned never to 
be parted from it again”.  Thus, the 
temple mount where the third 
temple is to be erected returned into 
the hands of Israelites after a wide 
period gap of 2000 years, towards 
the literal fulfillment of the 
prophecies.  

Why is the temple not built yet? 

Despite having acquired access to the 
temple mount and having survived to 
become one of the strongest nations 
in the heart of Middle East over a 
period of around half a century, they 
have not yet erected the temple 
which is the pulse of their religious 
identity.   This may be their desire to 
rebuild their temple on the same site 
where the first and second temple 
stood uncompromisingly.  Any 
attempt to demolish the monument 
of the other religion that stands at 
the site would invite another Middle 
East crisis. 

Setting the stage towards final 
scene!

As a result of the growing aspiration 
towards the fulfillment of rebuilding 
their temple, several agencies and 
institutions among the Jewish 
religious communities have popped 
up in the recent past and facilitated 

70 and consequently the Jews getting 
scattered all around the world and 
not existing as a nation, no 
government and without temple.  
However, every dispersed Jew 
worldwide on diaspora had been 
praying three times a day to rebuild 
their temple. 

The hope of the prophecy getting 
fulfilled further diminished when 
Caliph Omran the Muslim ruler 
captured Jerusalem in A.D.637 
followed by Umayyad Caliph Abd Al 
Malik commissioning the erection of 
the second important religious 
monument of Islam at the site of the 
destructed Jewish temple in AD 691. 
Even though Jerusalem had 
witnessed several occupations and 
developments in the bygone 
centuries, the Temple Mount remains 
as an archeological site where those 
religious monuments stand 
untouched.  

Current events unveil the sure 
fulfillment of the Third Temple

Which other nation lost their land 
and government, survived massive 
persecutions and holocaust and yet 
returned to their own land and 
established a nation after 2000 years 
of 'diaspora'? Anthropological 
history attests that invaded-people 
groups mostly blend with other 
social groups and never resurrect 
with their own national and religious 
identity. 

However, the history of the Jews has 
been unique in that after 1900 years 
of being scattered away all around 
the globe, severely persecuted and 
exiled from one nation to other, yet 
they have survived without losing 
their ethnic and religious identity.  
Return and regain of their homeland 
had only been a dream for centuries.   
However, as the literal fulfillment of 
several Bible prophecies, at the onset 
of 20th century the Jews returned to 
their homeland and established their 
Kingdom in May, 1948.  In fact the 
major events of 20th century 
including the 1st and 2nd World 
Wars became catalysts towards the 

forums for discussions and 
researches on the matter.  Among 
them the Jerusalem Temple 
Foundation is prominent; they set up 
a Temple Institute to conduct 
researches and explorations 
(www.templeinstitute.org) 

During the 1982 Lebanon war, 
massive stock of Cedar wood seems 
to have been found from a bunk, 
stored for the reconstruction of the 
temple. It appears that design and 
modeling of the third temple is 
complete and necessary foundations, 
columns, walls, roof, partitions, etc. 
have already been built by the 
application of prefabrication 
building technology and 
warehoused.  Once the site gets 
ready, within days or weeks the 
temple building can be erected. 

All types of articles that were in 
Solomon's temple such as the Altar, 
lever, candlesticks, table of 
showbread, Altar of incense, etc. 
have been made and kept ready.  The 
Curtain that divides the Court and 
Holy place and veil that divides the 
Holy and Holiest of Holy as well have 
been designed and made ready.  
These articles are made as per the 
original specifications of Solomon's 
temple.  

Genetic researches are in progress to 
trace the lineage of the Levite 
priesthood and also to trace who 
from which family the High Priest is 
going to be. Priestly garments in 
specified colors, girdle, the 
breastplate, robe of the ephod, 
crown and other ordinary garments 
are made ready as per the 
descriptions of Exodus 28.  

Most orthodox Jewish Believers who 
are working towards the building of 
the Third Temple believe that the 
Ark of the Covenant is safely hidden 
in a chamber under the Temple 
Mount.  They feel certain that God 
has preserved the Ark for 20 
centuries and that it will be available 
at the restoration of the temple.   
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As per Numbers 19:2, Red Heifers 
were to be sacrificed.  During 1993 a 
Red Heifer was born in one of the 
Israeli Farms and by application of 
genetic engineering more of such 
species have been produced towards 
the supply of sufficient Red Heifers 
when sacrifices and oblations would 
restart in the third temple.  

Third Temple – without court?

Revelation 11:2 indicates that the 
temple will be constructed without 
having the court from the expression 
“But the court which is without the 
temple leave out, and measure it not”.  
Recent researches reveal that when 
the religious monument was built 
upon the temple site, it was erected 
on the court area of the destroyed 
building and not above the space of 
Holy Place and Holy of Holies.  In 
order to avoid another Middle East 
crisis while demolishing the 
monument, an amicable settlement 
enabling Arab and Jews to co-exist on 
the temple mount is predicted to be 
made. The Jews would be allowed to 
erect their temple but without a 
court.  This could be one of the 
agenda items of the peace pact 
settlement that Anti Christ would 
mediate as per Daniel 9:27.

 Is it not a wonder to note how 
current events are progressing 
towards the literal fulfillment of the 
prophecies in the Bible?  

It is in this yet to be built temple that 
Anti Christ would 'cause the sacrifice 
and the oblation to cease, and for the 
overspreading of the abomination, 
and that determined shall be poured 
upon the desolate'   as prophesied by 
Daniel in 9:27 and attested by Christ 
in Mathew 24:15`and John further 
revealed it in Revelation 13: 15. 
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