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– Rajan Thomas

PARENTING

Teaching Children 
In The Family

methodical 
imparting of the 
Word of God had 
been part and 
parcel of every 
Jewish family 
throughout the Old 
Testament period 
even during their 
times of exiles and 

diasporas. 

It can be inferred in the New 
Testament that a more or less same 
pattern had been functional in 
teaching children. The apostolic 
church did not have any sort of 
specialised arrangements to teach 
children the word of God as the 
gatherings of the Assemblies were 
common for children, youth and 
adults. Rather the Jewish pattern 
based on the Law continued in 
teaching children within the families 
by parents. This practice is evident 
from the case of Timothy (2 Timothy 
1:5). 

Jesus' teaching in Mathew 18 is 
valuable in that in verse 4, He made it 
very clear the extreme punishment to 
those who offend little children and in 
verse 10 He commanded not to think 
down upon (despise) them due to their 
protection of guardian angels. And He 
revealed the Father's will in verse 14 
that the little ones should not be 
spiritually perished. Thus His teaching 
was to make every effort to gain them 
for the Kingdom of God while they are 
young. 

Consistent to the teaching of Jesus 
Christ, Paul exhorted Fathers who are 
the head of families 'provoke not your 

children to wrath: but bring them in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord' (Eph.6:4). 'Nurture' is discipline 
and 'admonition' is instruction, two 
aspects of parenting. But the question 
is how it can be accomplished in 
respect of children? 

God has multifarious purposes in 
instituting families on earth. 
Prominent among those divine 
purposes is that families have to 
become natural centres for the young 
ones to learn and be disciplined. Moral 
and behavioural values of children 
always depend upon the moral values 
of the families whether they are 
believers or not. In other words, 
family values play an important role in 
the behavioral development of a child. 
Thus, parents and other elderly 
members of the families become 
natural teachers of young ones not 
only through their verbal 
communication but also through their 
non-verbal expressions and behaviors 
by which children inculcate values and 
traits.  While this is a socio-psycho 
truth on child development, yet how 
families can become homes of 
spiritual development is an 
exhortation to all believing parents. 

The prime responsibility of believing 
parents is to provide and prepare a 
spiritual atmosphere at home for 
children right from their infancy to 
adulthood. How then can such an 
atmosphere in the family to foster 
spiritual growth be provided? 

In the context of teaching children, it 
was commanded in Deuteronomy 6:6-
8 that: 

Changing lifestyles and work 
schedules have made men and 

women, especially the urbanites busy 
in all areas.  Thus delegation 
management is applied even in the 
household affairs including teaching 
children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord (Eph.6:1). 
Parents often tend to depend on 
Sunday schools, kids clubs and VBS's 
for children to learn the Word of God. 
While these ministries are absolutely 
inevitable and need to be promoted, 
we must understand that 
fundamentally they are remarkable 
outreach ministries of Assemblies for 
reaching and teaching unsaved 
children in the society. But God's 
desire is that the children of believing 
parents need to be taught by parents 
primarily and further supplemented 
by doctrinal teachings from Sunday 
Schools and other Assembly teaching 
ministries. 

Commandment

God's will in this respect is revealed in 
the Law given through Moses in 
Deuteronomy.  A cursory reading of 
chapters 4:9 & 10, 6:3-7, 11:18-21, 
31:12&13 reveals not only the basic 
tenets of teaching children the Laws 
by parents themselves but its 
methodology was also set out.  Such a 



“6 -And these words which I command 
you today shall be in your heart. 7 -You 
shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, when you walk 
by the way, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up. 8 -You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. 9 -You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your 
gates.”

These commandments highlight the 
very vitality of filling our homes and 
daily living atmosphere with the Word 
of God that is: “given by inspiration of 
God, is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works” ( 2 Tim 3:16&17). 

Here we receive the answer to the 
question as to how we can bring up 
children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord (Eph.6:4). It is 
possible only by inculcating the Word 
of God 'which is given for reproof, 
correction and instruction' (discipline 
and instruction) the two aspects of 
parenting deep into the hearts of the 
young ones.  Therefore, Christian 
parenting must be Word-based 
discipline and instructions as only the 
Word of God would make one 'perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works (1 Tim 3:16&17). 

Methods

In a Teaching and learning 
environment, four elements are 
inevitable.  They are a) The Teacher, b) 
The Lesson c) The student and d) The 
methods.  In Deut.6:6-8, these 
elements are well-defined.  In a 
believer family, teachers are parents, 
students are children and lessons are 
from the unchanging Word of God. 

But how about the methods of 
teaching? The answer is included in 
Deuteronomy 6: 6 to 8 itself.  In a 
methodical lesson plan, the primary 
focus is the aim of the Lesson. Here the 
aim is to reach the Word in the 'heart' 
(V.6). That means, the ultimate aim of 
learning the Word of God is not to 
amass head knowledge, but the Word 
to become a heart experience in that it 

  Effectiveness of learning would 
increase when visual communications 
are made along with verbal 
communications.  We read about 
several instances of visual 
communications both in the Old and 
New Testaments. As an effective 
Teacher, Jesus taught by showing 
things around. He taught by showing 
the fowls in the air (Mt.6:26) and 
showing the fig tree (Mt.24:32). Also 
he taught in several parables that 
include metaphors and similes which 
are perfect examples of 'known to 
unknown' method of teaching.

A Chinese proverb “I hear, and I forget 
(potential of remembering 10%), I see 
and I remember (up to 50%), I do, and 
I understand (up to 90%) “, is 
worthwhile to think of in this respect 
in that the visual communication 
achieve 50% retaining power.

It is worth having Christian homes 
displayed with Bible verses and truths 
and the parent- teachers can teach 
their children by showing objects 
relevant to Bible truths. Allowing 
children to watch biblical 
documentaries and visualized stories 
instead of watching worldly movies 
would help them a lot in Christian 
education at homes.  It is duty of 
parents to create an atmosphere in 
homes so that the children would hear, 
touch, watch and experience and grow 
in biblical truths. 

Do

It is said that 'maximum learning is 
always the result of maximum student 
involvement'. In Luke 10: 1 to 17 we 
read the record of Jesus sending out 
the 70 to every city. Prior to their 
departure, He taught them verbally. 
Thereafter they went out, preached 
and did exactly what they learned 
from Him. Finally they came back and 
reported to Him what happened and 
Jesus continued His teaching based on 
their doing-experiences.  This is the 
manner by which several Bible leaders 
trained their disciples who inherited 
the leadership from them. For 
example, Moses trained Joshua, Elijah 
trained Elisha, Jesus taught the 
Apostles, Barnabas trained Paul and 
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must spontaneously influence the 
practical life of a Believer. 

In order to achieve such an aim, it is 
necessary to adapt suitable methods of 
teaching. While Messages of the Word 
of God cannot be changed, methods 
can be varied according to situations, 
cultures and age-groups. A method 
that normally adopted in modern 
times is TDD method, i.e. Teach, 
Demonstrate and Do.  Reflections of 
this very effective method of 
communication was included both in 
Old and New Testaments when 
analyzing the recorded teaching and 
learning situations. 

Teach

And in verse 7 it is commanded 'to 
teach diligently' by “talk of them (the 
Law) when you sit in your House, 
when you walk by the way, when you 
lie down and when you rise up”. 
Informal and consistent verbal 
communication is meant here. 
'Teaching' includes both verbal and 
'non-verbal 'communications.  Isaiah 
28:10 provides the method of verbal 
communication that the Jewish 
communities adapted to teach their 
young ones in the family, that is 
“precept upon precept, line upon line, 
here a little and there a little” in which 
it Included the bit and piece method of 
verbal teaching.  

While verbal instructions are 
important, nonverbal communication 
though model life of parent-teachers 
bear paramount importance. In other 
words, Parent-Teacher must always 
display a model life by practical 
application of the Word of God in their 
own lives before their children while at 
home and in society. This would be 
more contagiously enter their hearts 
than what gets taught verbally. It is 
said “a picture paints a thousand 
words”, thus the picture that the young 
ones capture from the model lives of 
parents worth a lot. 

Demonstrate 

Deut. 6:8 & 9 speaks of demonstration 
in teaching, “8- You shall bind them as 
a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes. 9 -You 
shall write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates.” 25
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sitting in the front row and was 
listening to the message.  The preacher 
pointed at MEC and said that if this 
Kochu Sir was willing to come out for 
God's work, God would surely look 
after him and use him.” At that 
moment, all the doubts that MEC had 
were cleared. He was sure without a 
doubt that God has called him for His 
work. He decided to obey God's call 
and submitted his resignation the next 
day. His manager asked him to rethink 
his decision. But MEC stood firm. It 
was in October 1943. He decided to go 
to Madurai which is known even today 
as the temple city of Tamil Nadu.  The 
Second World War was at its peak.   
There was scarcity of food 
everywhere. M.E.C resigned his job 
when getting a job was very difficult. 
Being the eldest earning member of 
the family, it was a shock when his 
family heard the news of his 
resignation.  His mother was worried 
about his future.  His father who was 
an evangelist comforted her saying, 
'Our God is great and He will look after 
him.' 

Journey to the Temple City

After resigning his job, MEC spent two 
weeks in his home town. Even though 
many people said he did a foolish 
thing by resigning his job, his wife, 
parents and a few of his spiritual 
brethren remained his great 
encouragement. He planned a gospel 
tour with three fellow brethren to 
Tamil Nadu.  A few people gathered in 
the assembly hall for the send-off 
meeting.  His father prayed for journey 
mercies and his mother gave a small 
packet of coins which amounted to 
less than a rupee. He comforted his 
wife with a promise that he would 
return as soon as possible and take 
her with him after finding a house in 
Tamil Nadu. After kissing them 
goodbye, he started his journey from 
Kurianoor to Tamil Nadu. 
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Paul did the same with Timothy and 
Titus. Such method of training by 
teaching and making them to do and 
finally reviewing what they did while 
they report back is very much 
adaptable in teaching young ones at 
homes. It is the duty of parent-teachers 
to ensure that whatever they learned 
to put into practice by doing. Learning 
by doing would lead towards the 
zenith of appropriating truths. 

Family Altars 

Environment and atmosphere plays a 
key role in growth. Creating a learning 
environment in families in the 
teaching-learning process is highly 
essential. The usage 'when you lie 
down and when you rise up' in Duet.6: 

7 shed light to importance of family 
altars. Family altars in the mornings 
and evenings where the Word of God 
is read and discussed would create a 
significant impact in the lives and 
character of growing young ones. In 
other words, the family altar should 
become a daily Bible study group 
where ample time is spent not only for 
prayers but also for meditation and 
study of the Word of God. 

– Rajan Thomas, is a 
Bible teacher and a 
conference speaker. 
He lives in Bahrain.

POEM

May I Lord?  

May I Lord, ask the question why?
Why for me, Lord Jesus had to die?
Judgement and wrath is what I deserved
But that to my Lord Jesus was reserved

May I Lord, give you the glory,
Though I fail in my life's story
May I Lord, surrender my very all,
Though I, knowingly habitually fall

May I Lord, with the Holy Spirit, be filled
As I read your Word, always be thrilled
May I Lord, not misuse your grace,
But with humble faith run the race,

May I Lord, not loose the hope
With situations I cannot cope
May I Lord, talk to you each day,
As I confess my sin, kneel & pray

May I Lord, love you with all my heart
For Master & King, are whom thou art
May I Lord, commit my mind & soul
To be guided by the Spirit's control

May I Lord, not ask the question Why?
For I know, why Lord Jesus had to die.
He gave His life, loved me to the very end,
To make a sinner like me, his dear friend

– Arun Balachandran
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