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HISTORY

By	AD	1383,	he	translated	the	Latin	
version	of	the	Bible	by	Jerome	into	
English,	thus	the	Word	of	God	
spread	out	as	a	light	into	darkness.	
Later,	in	1455	when	the	Printing	
Press	was	invented	by	Guttenberg,	
the	first	book	printed	was	the	
Bible.	It	is	the	message	of	the	Bible	
that	influenced	several	of	the	
humanist	writers	during	the	
renaissance	period	who	posed	
their	writings	towards	social,	
cultural	and	political	changes.	

Reformation	Storm

When	the	common	man	began	
reading	the	Bible,	the	unscriptural	
norms	and	practices	of	the	Church	
based	on	the	pagan	religious	
system	were	unveiled.	The	situa-
tion	was	propelled	by	the	selling	of	
Indulgences	to	raise	funds	for	the	
construction	of	St.	Peter’s	Basilica	
at	Vatican	by	the	order	of	Pope	Leo	
10th	during	AD	1514,	a	historical	
blunder	diametrically	opposite	to	
the	doctrine	of	forgiveness	of	sin	in	
the	Bible.	

As	a	young	man	enrolled	in	theo-
logical	studies	at	the	Wittenberg	
University,	Martin	Luther	had	been	
studious	in	reading	and	under-
standing	the	true	doctrines	of	the	
Bible.	While	reading	the	Book	of	
Romans	and	Galatians,	he	discov-
ered	the	engraved	truth	of	‘Justifi-
cation	by	faith’	against	the	tradi-
tional	practices	and	rituals	that	
crept	into	the	papal-ruled	church.	
The	climax	was	on	31st	October	
1517,	he	displayed	the	‘95	Theses’	
at	the	door	front	of	Wittenberg	
Cathedral,	thus	publicly	challenging	
the	unscriptural	ecclesiastic	

intellectualism	that	centered	in	
Constantinople,	where	the	manu-
scripts	and	scrolls	of	Greek	and	
Roman	philosophies	and	scientific	
theorems	that	paved	the	founda-
tion	of	modern	technological	
inventions	were	stored,	received	
freedom	of	thought,	expression	and	
communication.	Scholars	who	were	
mostly	associated	with	organized	
churches	controlled	by	the	State	
carried	those	informative	materials	
while	scattered	into	various	cities	
and	villages	of	Western	and	
Eastern	Europe	during	the	inva-
sion.	Freedom	from	the	clutches	of	
the	state-controlled,	corrupted	
church	led	them	into	free-thinking	
and	application	of	knowledge	led	to	
a	revolution	in	art,	literature,	
science	and	technology.	The	
Christian	Humanism	of	this	time	
was	richly	informed	by	Biblical	and	
Patristic	resources	and	that	much	
of	what	the	authors	such	as	
Erasmus	(author	of	‘Praise	of	
Folly’)	did	during	this	time	was	
directly	connected	to	the	teachings	
of	the	early	church	fathers	and	the	
Bible.

Bible	reading	–	light	in	the	
darkness

John	Wycliffe	of	England	(AD	1324	
to	1384)	was	a	renowned	theolo-
gian	who	challenged	the	Pope	and	
governed	the	ecclesiastic	system	
through	his	book	‘De	Prtotestate	
Papae’.	He	discovered	the	inaccessi-
bility	of	the	Bible	by	the	common	
man.	The	Bible	was	available	only	
at	the	church	altars	for	ceremonial	
readings	by	the	clergy,	one	of	the	
prime	reasons	of	social	darkness.	

1453	was	a	historical	year	when	
Constantinople	(Istanpole),	

headquarters	of	the	Eastern	Roman	
Empire,	was	conquered	by	the	Turk	
Sultans.	The	year	marked	the	
beginning	of	the	modern	age,	an	
emancipation	from	the	Dark	Ages	
that	casted	shadow	on	the	whole	of	
Europe	from	the	fourth	century	to	
the	beginning	of	‘age	of	enlighten-
ment’,	renowned	as	the	‘Renais-
sance’,	followed	by	the	‘Reforma-
tion’	period.	

What	led	Europe	into	the	dark	
ages?	The	answer	is	pages	long,	but	
the	prime	reason	was	that	the	
Church	got	corrupted	4th	century	
AD	onwards	with	unscriptural	
teachings	and	practices	including	
idol	worship,	thereby	influencing	
the	state	and	subjects.	The	spiritual	
prostitution	of	the	State	with	the	
Church	resulted	in	pagan	religious	
practices	and	rituals	creeping	into	
the	Church	life	and	took	away	the	
freedom	of	laity	by	clergy	to	know	
Christ	‘The	Truth’	and	His	true	
doctrines.	The	negative	result	was	
the	blockage	of	‘the	true	light,	who	
gives	light	to	everyone’	(John	1:9).	

The	Renaissance,	however,	was	a	
break-through	for	the	suppressed	
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practices	of	those	who	led	the	
Church	and	the	society	into	the	
dark	ages.	

Despite	stiff	opposition	from	the	
Church	leadership,	the	message	of	
Reformation	flashed	around	in	
Europe,	turning	the	hearts	of	men	
and	women	to	the	true	doctrines	of	
the	Holy	Bible.	Luther’s	theological	
slogans	-	Sola	Scriptura	(only	the	
Word	of	God),	Sola	Fide	(Justifica-
tion	only	by	faith),	and	Sola	Gratia	
(Salvation	only	by	the	Grace	of	
God)	-	were	well-accepted	by	the	
theological	world.	Renowned	
spiritual	leaders,	who	led	a	spiri-
tual	revolution	subsequently	
through	their	messages	and	
writings,	all	based	their	teachings	
on	the	fundamental	doctrines	
coined	by	Luther.	

Fruits	of	Reformation	–	A	
spiritual	revolution	

Among	the	salient	features	of	the	
apostolic	church	after	the	
Pentecost	was	‘and	the	word	of	God	
increased;	and	the	number	of	the	
disciples	multiplied…	(Acts	6:7).	
The	Holy	Spirit	inspired	evangelis-
tic	movements	such	as	of	Philip	the	
Evangelist	and	the	Pauline	style	of	
missionary	journeys	that	took	the	
Gospel	across	the	continents.	This	
model	was	repeated	by	
Reformation	as	salvation	‘only	by	
personal	faith	and	not	by	works’	
had	been	preached	extensively.	
Carpet	salvation’	had	to	give	way	to	
the	message	of	personal	regenera-
tion	and	sanctification.	Those	who	
believed	had	adopted	a	holistic	
lifestyle	away	from	worldliness	
giving	due	importance	to	the	
‘washing	of	water	by	the	Word’	
(Eph.5:26).	The	result	was	changed	
lives	as	men	and	women	leaving	
their	old	nature	and	practices	of	
idolatry,	drunkenness,	prostitution,	
cruelty,	etc.	Even	cannibals	became	
philanthropists	in	Africa	by	the	
work	of	David	Livingston.	As	
individuals	changed,	the	renewed	

nature	influenced	their	family	life,	
and	those	families	made	an	impact	
on	societies.	Preaching	and	teach-
ing	of	Gospel	and	true	doctrines	
began	to	be	the	catalyst	of	transfor-
mation.	

Harold	of	Gospel	

Those	local	churches	formed	in	
cities	and	villages	became	‘candle-
sticks’	(Rev.1:	20)	of	the	testimony	
of	Christ	shedding	light	on	life	
around.	God	raised	the	Evangelists	
from	within	those	local	churches	
who	literally	obeyed	the	command-
ment	in	Mt.28:19.20	and	went	out	
as	missionaries.	Though	the	work	
of	faith	of	those	peasants	and	
pedestrian-type	men	of	God	were	
fully-engraved	only	in	heaven	and	
not	in	the	secular	history,	the	
notables	were	certain	prominent	
men	of	that	epoch	of	history	who	
played	a	massive	role	in	the	Harold	
of	Gospel	in	and	across	Europe	and	
America.	Prominent	among	them	
were	Ulrich	Zwingli	(Switzerland),	
John	Calvin	(France),	John	Knox	in	
Scotland,	Jonathan	Edward	(	U.S.A.),	
George	Whitefield	(England)	John	
and	Charles	Wesley	(England),	John	
Bunyan	(England),	George	Muller,	
etc.	

Across	the	continents	

Renaissance	and	Reformation	begot	
colonization	and	the	Industrial	
Revolution.	Scientific	principles	and	
theorems	were	applied	in	several	
technological	inventions	during	
18th	and	19th	centuries.	

These	oversees	sailing	facilities	
were	well-utilized	by	the	mission-
aries	to	carry	Gospel	to	the	dense	
forests	of	Dark	Continent	of	Africa	
and	to	idol	worshipped	rural	areas	
of	Asia.	In	1793,	William	Carey	set	
sail	to	India.	His	painstaking	
pioneer	efforts	especially	in	Bible	
translation	is	a	challenging	story,	
even	highlighted	in	the	secular	
Indian	history.	The	London	
Missionary	Society	(LMS),	aligned	

with	the	Presbyterian,	Wesleyan	
and	Congregationalists	churches	
formed	during	1795	had	sent	
hundreds	of	missionaries	to	India,	
China,	Africa,	South	and	East	Asian	
countries,	etc.	Basel	mission	that	
formed	in	Switzerland	by	1815	sent	
missionaries	all	around	the	World.	
Church	Missionary	Society	(CMS)	
was	formed	during	1799	in	
England	that	sent	missionaries	to	
various	nations,	especially	to	India.	
Bible	readers	of	Africa	must	be	
indebted	to	these	missions	in	
translating	and	gifting	Bibles	in	
their	vernaculars.	

John	Williams	of	LMS,	known	as	
‘Missionary	to	Islands’	had	set	his	
journey	to	Pacific	islands	by	1816,	
but	he	was	eaten	up	by	cannibals.	
Yet	subsequently	more	missionar-
ies	reached	those	islands	changing	
cannibals	into	philanthropists.	By	
1840,	David	Livingston	of	LMS	
reached	Africa	and	his	dedicated	
work	among	the	African	Tribes	and	
the	social	reformation	he	made	
along	with	missionary	work	has	
been	tales	of	inspiration.	Hudson	
Taylor,	founder	of	China	Inland	
Mission	reached	at	the	banks	of	the	
Yellow	River	by	1866	and	hundreds	
of	missionaries	from	various	
missions	sacrificed	their	lives	to	
win	souls	of	China.	

To	summarize	the	post-reformation	
evangelistic	and	missionary	
movements	from	17th	century	
onwards	would	consume	pages.	It	
goes	without	saying	that	their	
efforts	blended	with	self	sacrifice,	
pain,	tears,	sorrows,	sickness,	social	
alienation	and	even	martyrdom.	
Only	eternity	will	reveal	the	full	
picture	of	those	sacrificial	stories.	

Reformation	and	social	
reforms

Message	of	Salvation	is	the	fulfill-
ment	of	“The	people	that	walked	in	
darkness	have	seen	a	great	light:	
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they	that	dwell	in	the	land	of	the	
shadow	of	death,	upon	them	hath	
the	light	shined.”	(Isaiah	9:23,	Matt.	
4:	15,	16).	Wherever	the	Gospel	was	
preached,	it	resulted	into	the	
removal	of	social	darkness	as	well.	

	Preachers	and	Missionaries	had	
been	in	contact	mostly	with	illiter-
ate	peasants	and	pedestrians	who	
were	in	the	clutches	of	supersti-
tions,	witchcraft,	sorcery,	black	
magic	and	so	on.	Mostly	they	had	
been	trying	to	survive	hand-to-
mouth	on	basic	lifestyles.	Illiteracy	
prevented	them	from	civil	rights	
and	political	consciousness	was	
suppressed	by	feudal	Lords	and	
nobility.	Identifying	those	social	
needs,	Missionaries	also	started	
preliminary	schools	to	teach	them	
reading	and	writing,	but	those	
schools	subsequently	turned	into	
centers	of	higher	education,	thus	
societies	were	reformed	and	were	
emancipated	from	social	evils	and	
superstitions.	Villagers	who	studied	
in	those	mission	schools	and	
colleges	reached	the	heights	of	
career	in	various	professions	
including	politics.	

In	almost	every	mission	compound,	
there	functioned	a	church,	a	mis-
sion	hospital	and	a	school	that	
became	center	of	social	develop-
ment	as	well.	Several	other	social	
development	institutions	such	as	
orphanages,	old	age	homes,	
women’s	welfare	centers,	leprosy	
dispensaries,	etc.	functioned	along	
with	such	church-planting	minis-
tries.	

Examining	William	Carey’s	work	in	
India	itself	stands	as	an	example	of	
social	changes	brought	by	the	
missions	and	missionary	work	all	
over	the	World.	He	was	the	first	
man	to	stand	against	the	ruthless	
murders	and	widespread	oppres-
sion	of	women.	Women	in	India	
were	being	crushed	through	

polygamy,	female	infanticide,	child	
marriage,	widow	burning,	euthana-
sia	and	forced	illiteracy—all	
sanctioned	by	religion.	Carey	
opened	schools	for	girls.	When	
widows	converted	to	Christianity,	
he	arranged	marriages	for	them.	It	
was	his	persistent,	25-year	battle	
against	widow	burning	(known	as	
sati)	that	finally	led	to	the	formal	
banning	of	this	horrible	religious	
practice

Political	changes	

Popular	among	the	‘enlightenment	
writers’	were	Voltaire	(1694	to	
1778)	and	Rousseau	(1712	to	
1778)	who	were	influenced	by	the	
Reformation	movement.	Voltaire	
was	a	student	of	philosophy	and	
theology	in	the	Jesuit-
managedCollege	Louis-le-Grand.	
Rousseau	who	was	brought	up	by	
his	Calvinist	parents	was	an	ardent	
reader	of	Bible	which	is	evident	
from	the	prose-poem	he	had	
composed	‘Levite	of	Ephraim’	based	
on	Judges	19	to	21.	Though	it	could	
not	fully-assimilate	the	spiritual	
aspects	of	the	Biblical	truths,	
especially	the	New	Testament	
teachings,	it	had	an	influence	on	
them	while	they	were	coining	the	
political	philosophy	of	‘equality,	
liberty	and	fraternity’	that	became	
the	fundamentals	of	modern	
democratic	systems	and	institu-
tions.	Later	on,	Karl	Max,	Fredrick	
Engel	and	others,	who	insisted	on	
dialectic	materialism	were	influ-
enced	by	this	political	philosophy.	

However,	ignoring	the	fact	that	true	
equality,	liberty	and	fraternity	were	
ingredients	in	the	teachings	of	
Christ	(Mt.5:44,19:19,	Acts:	2:45)	
and	to	be	achieved	and	worked	out	
only	by	love	of	God,	nay	by	any	
physical	revolution,	was	misapplied	
in	the	bloodshed	revolutions	such	
as	French	Revolution	(1789)	and	

Russian	Revolution	(1917).	If	only	
the	architects	of	those	bloody	
revolutions,	most	of	whom	had	a	
biblical	background,	put	little	more	
effort	in	knowing	the	true	teach-
ings	of	Christ,	violence	and	blood-
shed	that	became	the	dark	spots	of	
secular	history	could	had	been	
avoided.	At	the	least	as	Mahatma	
Gandhi	who	adopted	the	non-
violent	revolution	influenced	by	
the	teachings	of	Christ	who	said	
“Put	down	your	Sword	(Mt.26:52)	
and	called	for	a	spiritual	revolu-
tion.	

Immediately	after	the	French	
Revolution	the	political	document	
‘Declaration	ofMan	and	Citizen’	
was	published	and	became	the	
foundational	document	of	modern	
human	rights.	The	document	
subsequently	was	adapted	by	
League	of	Nations	and	United	
Nations.	The	net	result	was	mod-
ern,	self-ruled,	democratic	nations	
abolishing	feudalistic	monarchies	
and	class	systems.	Reformation	
enlightened	European	societies	
towards	free	thinking,	which	also	
led	to	these	political	changes.	

Conclusion	

	As	the	world	commemorates	the	
500th	year	of	Reformation,	it	must	
be	remembered	that	what	modern	
nations	and	societies	are	today	is	
because	of	the	root	cause	of	
returning	to	the	life-changing	
message	of	the	Bible.	Societies	and	
nations	were	enlightened	and	
influenced	by	Biblical	teachings.	
The	Reformation	movement	was	a	
catalyst	event	towards	these	
achievements.	
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