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Chapter: 1 

Christians and Political Affairs  
 
 
I. HOW FAR A TRUE CHRISTIAN SHOULD INVOLVE   HIMSELF IN 
THE POLITICAL AFFAIRS? 
 
 

Seemingly a simple question!  However, deserves discussions and 
deliberations authenticated by the Word of God in view of changing the 
attitude of believers as the new generations step in.  
 

Evidence is clear that the Old Testament saints had been to certain 
extent involved in the political affairs.  The nation of Israel was blessed 
with a linage of Kings and Governments.  Both the Kingdom of Israel and 
the Judean throne had a mediatory ministry during the dispensation of 
law.  The Jewish creed produced efficient statesmen such as Joseph, 
who became part and parcel of the Neo-Egyptian Kingdom (based in 
Egypt) and Daniel to the Neo-Babylonian Empire (based in Iraq).   
 

And there had been top officials such as Nehemiah who could even 
influence then Med-Persian Emperor (based in today’s Iran) towards 
meeting the political and civic needs of his own people. Mordecai was 
another example, however, afraid of elaboration, let’s pause the list here. 
 

But what about the New Testament saints?  
 

Prior to answering the question let’s discuss some vital truths. 
 
A. God’s supremacy over empires and nations 
 

Even though Israel was chosen as a holy nation and a peculiar 
people (Deut 14:2) as transmitters of God’s glory, God’s supremacy over 
other nations cannot be forgotten.  God is the one who ‘increases the 
nations and destroys them; he enlarges the nations, and straitens 
them again’ (Job 12: 23).  Again, we read in Daniel 2: 21, “God 
……removes the Kings, and set up kings’. Remember that this 
statement was made to a Gentile King not to a King of Israel or Judea. It 
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means that all the rulers whether they are believers of the Kingdom of 
God or not, are appointed by God.   
 

How many of us believe that the President of America and his 
subordinate rulers are appointed by God?  How far one  can believe that 
the President, Prime Minister, other Federal and State ministers and 
subordinate officials  in India are appointed by God? 
 

It is God’s revelation, as we peruse the Bible, that they are 
appointed by God. This is the case with every World Governments in the 
globe whether they are small or great. We read in Prov 8:15 “By me 
Kings reign, and princes decree justice”. The almighty God’s purpose 
in setting up the governments of each nation and the removal of   
governments of any nations cannot be ruled out based on this verse.   
 

So as Daniel 2:21 is vital while discussing the subject. God 
removes the kings and raises the kings. In today’s context the ‘King’ 
denotes the political ruling authorities of a large or small geographical 
area. Examples can be seen throughout the Bible history as to how God 
practically applied this truth not only in the Judean Kingdom, but even 
to the neighboring Gentile Kingdoms. The Gentile Governments and 
rulers when stood against the smooth accomplishment of God’s will, 
especially in so far as His own people, God did apply this truth. 
 
B. Lessons from Historic events  
 

This is true also if one will have a bird’s eye view through the 
political history of the World whether they are ancient, medieval or 
modern.   
 

An example is modern Iraq. Today everyone around the world talks 
about the rebuilding of Iraq and the process of re-construction which is 
in accelerated progress.  Probably this is something very ordinary to a 
normal world political student. However, for an ardent student of Bible 
History and prophecy this scenario is not so.  It is in the annuls of the 
Bible that we see that Iraq must be rebuilt and prospered for the coming 
of our Lord.  
 

The ancient city of Babylon built upon the banks of River 
Euphrates and Tigris in Iraq was once destroyed by the Persians in B.C. 
539.  That historical event was the fulfillment of the God inspired 
predictions of Isaiah some 200 years before.  Read Isaiah Chapter 13 
where the predictions are recorded.  As per the prophecy the ruined city 
will remain uninhabited for centuries (Verses 20, 21 & 22). 
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However in AD.96 when John the beloved disciple penned the 
revelations of Jesus Christ, it was implied that the city shall be 
reconstructed by the time of the second coming of Christ. Revelation 
Chapter 18 gives its eschatological account.  (Recommend to read my 
Malayalam essays in “Ezhupatham Azhchavattathintey Padivathilil” 
wherein the subject is much more amplified in a historical and 
eschatological aspect). 
 

When Saddam and his government became an obstacle to the 
reconstruction of Babylon that commenced during 80s, God had to 
intervene and remove him. Today, one of the items in the agenda of Iraq 
government is the re-construction of once fallen ancient city of Babylon 
‘by the rivers of Babylon’.   
 

Look how “God removes the kings and God raises the kings!” 
(Daniel 2:21) 
 

Let me derive from the Word of God and may warn all political 
leaders and administrators anywhere in the globe, no matter 
who he is or what philosophical isms or religion he believes in,  
if you act against the function of the Kingdom of  Living God 
on earth and work against its subjects, sooner or later God will 
remove you from the position you hold.   

 
 

Due to such a reason we always see how certain governments 
come down and certain governments go up, certain parties win the 
election and certain loose it.  This truth is more towards the extent in 
that we even hear the news of sudden removal of some leaders from the 
face of the earth due to accidents, plane crashes etc. His abrupt removal 
could be because he might have worked or involved in deriving policies 
against the preaching of the Gospel or against the smooth gatherings of 
the people of God.   
 

Let me interweave one more event as an example from the history.  
Cyprus is a democratic republic state with predominantly Christian 
population.  Back in 70’s Metropolitan Bishop Macarios, the supreme 
head of the Greek Orthodox Church, ascribed in the position as the 
President of Cyprus.  Even though he was a leader of an  organized 
religious Christian group, his government formulated policies to restrict 
the preaching of the Gospel in the streets, tract distribution, and public 
gatherings. Also his government endorsed the evangelical minded 
Christians  as ‘Jehovah witnesses’.   
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The consequence is displayed on a hoardings read by every visitor 
of Cyprus as they come out of the Larnaca Airport while driving towards 
‘Lazarus Circle’ 

 
 
 

 
C. “HOW CAN WE FORGET NOVEMBER 1974?” 
 

It was during Bishop Macarios’ tenure, when Turkey invaded 
Cyprus back in November 1974 and started occupying the Northern 
portion.   
 

Subsequently, Bishop Macarios’ political career and his toppled 
down government became mere history. Stalked in my memory are 
several such historical events but let me pause afraid of elaboration.   
 

Every political leader must fear the living God, the way the Gentile 
Emperor Nebuchadnezzar did in Daniel 4: 37.   
 
Beware! Do not work or formulate policies against the living God and His 
subjects! 

  
Now let’s proceed. 

 
God loves all nations in that they become a part of the Kingdom of 

Heaven. God accomplished this sovereign purpose of him through the 
nation of Israel during the O.T. times. In fact, the theocratic rule was 
carried out through the Kings and Governments of Israel who acted as a 
mediatory Kingdom. Hence, the OT saints’ political involvement was quite 
essential and God used such involvement for the extension of His 
Kingdom even to the nations.  
 

However, during this dispensation of Grace, God’s will and dealing 
on the subject are slightly varied.  His grace is extended to all nations, 
whether Jew or Gentiles (the prime subject of Ephesians Chapter 2), in 
that everyone who believes in Christ shall be accepted  as  part of the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  It is by faith one is dragged out of the Kingdom of 
darkness and placed as part of the Kingdom of heaven, while both these 
kingdoms are parallel in function until the coming of Christ and the 
great day of consummation.  
 

Therefore, the primary duty of every Christian today is based upon 
the final commandment of Christ as specified in Mathew 28: 19 & 20 “ 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 



 

www.bahrainbrethren.com 

Solace for the soulS 

Page No: 8 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,  teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…” 
  

This is a spiritual role, nay a physical, material, social or political 
role.   In other words, every believer, whether he is   working or not, with 
family or without family, with secular business or  without  -  must  be 
carriers of the glad tidings   in their own spheres of the World. The 
mission of Church from the historical day of Pentecost until the future 
day of rapture is purely not political, but absolutely spiritual; certainly a 
spiritual warfare as exhorted by Paul in Eph 6: 10-12.  
 

A true believer of Christ is not expected to spend his time, talents 
or treasures for any endeavor other than efforts meant for the 
furtherance of the Kingdom of God.  Hence, taking up a political career 
and working in any role for it are not meant for a true Christian apart 
from what is going to be discussed further in this essay.   
 

Paul’s political life was a perfect example to this lesson.  He was 
proud of his dual citizenship, both Jewish and Roman. However, never 
did we see that he had been working for his earthly citizenship, but 
strived until death for the heavenly citizenship.  At the same time he 
performed himself as one of the best citizens of Rome in so far as 
complying with all civil laws.   
 

During the course of Church history this truth was misinterpreted.  
During the middle ages, European churches tried to act in the role as 
state administrators and even tried to control the rulers, resulting into 
several historical dilemmas both in the political spheres and also within 
the church, thus forgetting the original call and role of the Church.  Also 
the Organized church during the 11th and 12th centuries took up the 
sword as Crusaders to have physical and brutal warfare to chase out the 
then  invaders of Holy Land, thus exclusively rendering no value to the 
doctrinal truth of spiritual warfare as  taught by the apostles in  2 
Cor.10:4, Ephesians  6: 12,13,14,15, etc.   
 

With these in mind Thomas Jefferson, President of America, said 
“Let’s build a wall between Church and State”! 
 

While God’s ultimate purpose of all must becoming a part of the 
Kingdom of God, is in progress, His involvement in the systems of World 
Governments of these nations cannot be forgotten as it is very clear in 
the biblical revelations.  
 

During the  upheaval of the political systems of the nations of  the 
world  or when injustice shall prevail over justice resulting  in social 
injustice and while common men suffer due to wars and turmoil,  
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subdued and suppressed , you  might ask the question, “Oh God, where 
are you? Is God absent or not involved?” 
 

No, God is not absent or not involved.  He is the same unchanging 
God yesterday today and forever! 
 

When God the Holy Spirit inspired Paul, he penned down in 
Romans 13: 1 ‘For there is no power (Gk. exousia) but of God: the 
powers that be ordained of God.”  The counterpart terminology  for the  
word ‘power’  used  by Paul in Greek is ‘exousia’, means ‘authority’ or 
‘jurisdiction’  in a political context. In other words, undoubtedly Paul 
taught that the political powers as exercised by the   political authorities, 
even though they might be unbelievers and not part of the Church 
universal, are ordained by God.  
 

And in the same chapter verse 3 it is revealed that   God appointed 
them as a terror (Gk: phobea = something to be afraid of) to the evil “For 
rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil”.  The political 
systems and Governments are ordained by God to curb the evil and 
lawlessness in the society (also compare I Peter 2: 14)  
 
 

In verse 4, Paul makes it little more clear by stating that “For he 
(the ruler or in today’s context rulers or systems of Governments) is the 
minister (Gk. diakonos = attendant or servant) of God to thee for good”.  
Yes they are appointed by God as servants (diakonos (Gk) – such as 
home servants, not doulos (Gk) which means bond servants in a spiritual 
context such as Servants of God) to check the evil in the World societies. 
It is in this context that the Gentile ruler Cyrus was called by God, some 
two hundred years before his birth,   as “my shepherd” (Isaiah 44: 28) 
and “His anointed” (Isaiah 45:1) inasmuch as God was using him to 
fulfill His will towards the people of Israel.     
 

I think this truth will receive more clarity with the following 
quotation of Dr. J. D. Pentecost in his ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ when he 
was discussing the four realms of authority during the present 
dispensation of grace. 
 

“Civil Government…Obviously a governmental authority is not a 
minister of the Gospel; he is, however, an administrator of the theocracy in 
that portion to which he has been assigned.  It is therefore the 
responsibility of the civil authority to curb lawlessness, to punish evildoers, 
to reward those who obey the law, and to provide an atmosphere in which 
righteousness may flourish and men may live in peace without fear.  The 
authority of the civil ruler extends even to the removal of the lawless by 
death, the sword being the symbol of that power.  As these civil 
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administrators exercise their God-given authority, they are to be supported 
by taxes and are to be respected because of the position they hold as 
God’s administrators in His kingdom.”   
 

Therefore, it should be the understanding of all, especially 
believers, that the civil administrators and their Governments have a 
part as a portion of the Kingdom of God’s function in the present 
dispensation.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

And due to this reason, the Word of God commands the true 
believers on the following manner: 
 
1. Be subjective to authorities. 
 

   Romans 13: 1 ‘Let every soul be subject unto the higher                                   
powers’ 
 
     I Peter 2: 13 & 14 “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord’s sake …” 
 
     Titus 3: 1 …. To be subject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magistrates……” 
 
 
We must remember the fact that Paul and Peter had inspiringly penned 
these epistles when the Roman Empire was persecuting the infant 
Church.  Both of them had personally undergone such persecutions. 
Instigated by Jews, the Roman officials engineered several unpleasant 
actions against Christians.  Caesar and his downward hierarchies took 
sword and rod against the believers to curb the Christian movement from 
the face of the earth.   
 
Rome instrumented intelligence, investigation and interrogation prior to 
intersect Christians, nonetheless,   escaped from the sword and took 
refuge in caves, tombs and mountains, the early Christians worshipped, 
fellowshipped, exhorted and steadfastly continued in the apostolic 
doctrines.  
 
In such a scenario, what would have been the natural response of the 
then leaders of the Church movement, Peter and Paul? 
 
 The natural response could had been ‘be rebels and not to subject to the 
governments and authorities’. This is what leaders of many religious and 
other political movements throughout the history called for in situations 
similar to that.  But on the contrary, they taught “Be subject to the 
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higher authorities” and called to practice it in spite of unfavorable 
attitude from the authorities. 
 
Here lies the uniqueness of the apostolic doctrines and proof of divine 
inspirational nature of the Word of God! 
 
To be subjective to the authorities and powers are not a human 
commandment, whereas, an absolute divine command as revealed by the 
Apostles. Had it been a human commandment it would have been right 
to the opposite teaching.   
 
Romans 13:1, it begins as “Let every soul…” in which includes the 
universality of the commandment highlighting its applicability to 
unbelievers as well.  When Paul penned the epistle during AD 50s, the 
Jews dwelling in and around Jerusalem had been attempting a coup 
against Romans, the imperial occupants. The zealots (remember Simon 
the Zealot who became the disciple of Jesus) movement among the 
community was almost such as Naxelite movement in India and they 
were trying to topple down the  supremacy  of Rome over Judea by hook 
or by crook.  
 
Bearing this historic setting in mind Paul brought out the commandment 
from the peace loving God through the apostle “Let every soul be subject 
unto higher powers”. Amazing, isn’t it? 
 
All around the world throughout the history, true Christians have been 
trying to maintain such a peaceful attitude towards the authorities.  Of 
course, there are incidents during the history that defamed the true 
Christian attitudes, but close examination of those incidents would 
reveal that such attitudes are not from the true doctrinal obedient 
Christians, whereas from the nominal ones who did not adhere to the 
correct teachings on the subject. 
 
That’s why Christians generally were accepted in all societies, even 
though they are minorities, and coupled with their servitude attitude 
towards the multifarious welfare of 
Co - habitants, they became recipients of honor from authorities and 
reverence from society groups.  
 
Doesn’t matter who the  authorities are or what they are, neutral or 
brutal, the message of apostles are quite clear to all in every generation 
in any situation.  
 
 

2.  Do not be rebellious against the rulers (Governments) 
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Romans 16: 2 believers are warned not to rebel against Powers and any 
rebellious attitude are counted  rebellious as against the ‘ordinance’ ( Gk.  
diatage means arrangement or institution)  of God. 
 
The consequence of such rebellion as recorded is ‘damnation’. Here the 
eternal spiritual damnation is not implied as the Greek word used is 
‘Krima’ means go to law due to committing crime.  Hence, damnation 
here means punishment against civil or criminal offences   during the 
course of rebellion.  Believers are warned to be away from such a 
scenario.   
 
And in Verse 3, 4 & 5 Paul gives the reasons why Christian believers are 
not supposed to be rebellious. 
 
Verse 3:  Rulers are not a terror (Gk: phobos – something to be afraid of) 
to good works.  But they are terror to the evil. This is a simple usage as 
‘Only criminals and thieves are to be afraid of police.   
 
Verse 4: Rulers are called as “minister of God” means Servants of God 
as discussed previously. 
  
Verse 5:  To be subject not just to avoid punishment but also for good 
conscious.  
 
 
3.  To pay all tax and other dues whatsoever the government 
determines without fail 
 
True Christians are always the best tax payers.  In Romans 13: 6 & 7 
Paul brings out a very important truth in amplification of what basically 
Jesus taught in Mathew 22: 21 (Also Mark 12: 17, Luke 20: 25)  
 
No true Christian will show an attitude of any corruption in this area.  
They are anticipated to be faithful in all dealing of taxes, government 
duties, etc. as imposed by the government time to time. Violations of 
such rules by bribing or adopting any other anti-social activities are also 
as violating God’s commandment. 
 
Remember again that such a commandment is given when Romans were 
imposing surcharges in terms of taxes in all their colonies to meet their 
defense budget.  No excuses were given by Paul to Christians to act 
against such a rule.   
 
 
4.  All those in authority must be the constant subject in the 
prayers of the believers 
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Last but not the least, in 1 Timothy 2:1& 2, Paul advocates to pray for 
the rulers and authorities whether they are local, territorial, federal, 
national or international. 
 
Paul stresses the integrity and gravity of such prayers by using three 
terms;   supplications, prayers and intercessions.   That means exactly 
how the Christians are commanded and taught to pray for other matters, 
to pray for the rulers and authorities with great burden. 
 
 The reason why they should be subjected to prayers are mentioned in 
Verse 2 “   that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty.” 
 
 
Why to pray for? 
 
It is very important that the believers must have very favorable 
environments to lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty even though the Word of God doesn’t warrant it.   Favorable 
political conditions are absolutely necessary for believers’ inward 
gatherings as well as outward preaching of the Gospel.  The unbelieving 
authorities might not digest this matter as ‘their foolish heart was 
darkened” (Rom 2: 21), though God placed them as policemen to check 
the evil as we have discoursed earlier.    
 
Here occurs often the conflict; the conflict between Kingdom of Light and 
the Kingdom of darkness. The rulers and governments who wouldn’t 
understand the tenets of the Kingdom of light might tend to unleash 
persecutions to believers.  Thus, the believers are strongly exhorted to 
pray for them to form a positive attitude to the people of God and their 
activities including preaching and teaching. 
 
True Christians are always the ones who pray regularly for their 
authorities, for God to grant them the ability to rule towards peace and 
tranquility in the land and also to stand against anti-social evils.  
 
It is suggested that in all our public gatherings such as conventions, 
conferences, open air gatherings, etc., let’s pray publicly for our political 
leaders and administrators.  Apart from the purpose of such prayers met 
with, let the political and administrative system know that true 
Christians pray for them and it is sure that their attitude would be 
changed to Christians and their functions in the society.  
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 I strongly   believe that prayer only is the right medicine towards 
Christian minority issues as the authorities shall maintain a favorable 
attitude towards Christians who earnestly pray for their well being.   
 
 
The best citizenship 
 
In compliance to the spiritual principles based on the commandments of 
God as discussed aforesaid, one can be the best citizen of any earthly 
nation.  A true believer of Christ always holds dual citizenship, heavenly 
and of course,   the earthly.   While Christians’ primary responsibility is 
to work for the heavenly kingdom, they must always be conscious that 
they are part of an earthly nation and try to be the exemplary citizens in 
so far as obedience of   civil laws, tax payments, prayerful support to the 
ruling authorities, etc.  
 
 
Voting 
 
One of the responsibilities of an exemplary citizen is to use his voting 
power to choose the right rulers and administrators.  A true Christian is 
anticipated not to be away from voting.  
 
Which party or person I must vote for?  We have already discussed in 
I Timothy 2:1 & 2 that we must pray for the ‘for the kings and all that 
in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty’ 
 
Implied here is the relationship between authorities and true believers of 
Christianity.  Believers are expected to pray for the rulers of all levels; 
local, territorial, national and international. 
 
In turn the rulers are expected to provide a quite and peaceful 
atmosphere in two areas: 
 
a)  To exercise their godliness – Freedom to  pray and worship , study 
and live according to the Bible, preach the Gospel,  smooth function of 
service institutions such as Hospitals, orphanages, senior citizen centers, 
community development programs , school and colleges, etc.  
 
Remember these are related to the spiritual responsibilities of Christians 
which they are inspired to do by the Word of God, the Bible.   
 
Therefore, governments and rulers are expected to give providence and 
protection to Christians in those areas.  Christians always appreciate the 
governments not in imposing any kind of laws or rules that would affect 
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their spiritual freedom of inward gatherings of worship, prayer and 
fellowship as well as outward endeavors of preaching the spiritual truths.    
 
b) To exercise their honesty – A non-corrupted government always will 
provide an atmosphere to her citizens to exercise honesty.    
 
True faith of Christianity demands cent honesty in every dealings of a 
believer whether they are personal, social, business or economic. This 
includes absolutely to avoid in receiving and giving bribes and also to get 
involved in any corruption.  True Christians always desire to exercise 
such a godly character. 
 
A government who never stands against such corruptions and curbs 
lawlessness is not a good government for true believers to exercise their 
godliness and honesty.    
 
Therefore, as part of the responsibilities of a dignified  citizen, Christians 
must take part in the mandate and vote for parties or persons who are 
discerned to take care of these two  very important areas.  
 
 A believer is supposed to be neither a Congress nor a Communist or 
neither a Republican or a Democrat, but always an obedient citizen who 
votes for the rulers on the basis of these criteria. If such an attitude is 
maintained, it is not necessary that a true Christian be a member of any 
particular party.     
 
Christians not exercising the mandate is not a good sign of citizenship.   
 
 
Christians and persecutions 
 
However, in spite of the right attitude of Christians being submissive, 
obedient to law, best tax payers and always praying for  authorities, often 
are persecuted.  What should be the attitude of Christians towards 
persecution?  
 
At the outset let’s discuss what Christian persecution is. 
 
It has always been a social reality throughout the history that if an 
individual or group would stand aloof from the common behavioral 
patterns based on the flow of the systems of societies, he or they would 
be subject to social rejection resulting in persecution. 
 
Historical anthropology reveals that compared with any community, as a 
people group, Jews were the race that underwent severe persecutions by 
other communities as well as authorities. This has been because they are 
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the people always ‘dwell alone and not reckoned among the nations’ 
(Numbers 23:9).  Where there is separation there often develops social 
rejection and persecution. 
 
Who are the real Christians and what is their call? 
 
True Christians are “ Chosen generation ( race), a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the praises of 
Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (I 
Peter 2: 9) 
 
In other words, real Christians are a spiritually separated people group.  
Their call and mission is to show forth  
(Communicate) the glory of Christ who saved them from the clutches of 
sinful darkness.  Such communication must take place not merely by 
words, but through their deeds.  
 
Christian conduct in the society should be exemplary as set forth and 
exhorted by the Apostles in the New Testament which is complimentary 
to the Old Testament.  They are not expected to act or behave in an 
antisocial or immoral way and always to maintain divine values in all 
their earthly conversations as well as businesses. 
   
 Thus, they would become a minority group who always   encircled   
themselves by an affirm stand of ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ to sins, social evils and 
unsocial trends.  Their behavioral criteria is not necessarily based on any 
set norms of a particular  society, whereas, the principles of the 
revelations of God as seen in the Bible, which of course, is worth of 
acceptance to any social groups.   
 
Arise often a conflict here, the conflict of ideologies that would reflect in 
action, the way it was reflected in Daniel’s life.  Remember that Daniel’s 
strong determinations to please and obey God’s commandments were 
reflective in his life and actions.  However, the then social norms set up 
on Chaldean mythology could not assimilate and admit him and the 
minority group consisted of his friends. What was the result? Conflict of 
ideologies and subsequent persecution! 
 
 
Christ himself warned his followers on persecutions and in turn his 
Apostles exhorted believers to suffer it rather than reacting to it. In fact, 
Jesus vehemently commanded  
‘put up the sword’ (Mathew 26: 52 as a  warning on the danger and 
destruction thereof ; the golden  teaching by which  many peace loving 
leaders of the world were influenced as  Mahatma Gandhi, the architect 
of non-violent movement.  This call of Jesus with a spiritual approach is 
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unique in a world where the natural tendency and call is to take the 
sword for anything and everything.  The principles of the United Nations 
who stand for antiwar activities are inspired from these words of Christ 
the God and Guru of peace.   
 
 In the parables we see Christ’s teachings that   “tribulation or 
persecution arise because of the Word (commandments of God) (Mt. 13: 
21). 
 
The Word of God exhorts saints suffering to ‘commit themselves to God’ 
(1 Pet.4:19), exhibit patience (I Cor.4:12), rejoice (Mt. 5:12; 1 Pet. 4:13), 
glorify God (1Pe 4:16), pray for deliverance (Ps.7:1, Ps.119:66), pray for 
those who inflict (Mt.5:44) and return blessings (Rom 12:14).  
 
 
This is what the survived the Staines practically did in India. Without 
any reaction and bitterness Mrs. Gladys Staines rendered prayers for 
and forgiveness to the brutal killers before the tribulation pyre of her 
husband and children. Thus, Graham communicated more on Christ 
than what he did in his lifetime.  
 
That was exactly God wanted in his life to accomplish in order to 
ultimately glorify His name even though the situation was painful. The 
greatness of the forgiveness demonstrated would be perceived by us only 
when we would see Graham and family as ‘twinkling stars’  
(Dan 12: 3) in the firmament of eternity to all those who became part of 
the Kingdom of God, might be even some of his killers, through their 
painful and tearful ministry.   
 
 
Defense 
 
No true followers are anticipated to take the law in hands as Jesus 
rebuked His disciple who took the sword that  
“… For all that take the sword shall perish with the sword” (Mathew 
26:52).  We read in  those passionate chapters of Christ’s trial and 
crucifixion that he himself made submissive to the  Roman legal system 
even though they were bluntly unfair to him and ultimately committed 
the ‘historical blunder’ of the whole of history.    
 
As a rightful citizen when privileges are rejected including the 
constitutional rights of   preaching the good news and peacefully 
gathering together both in private and public, the scripture is not against 
prayerfully and wisely involving authorities as a defense and not as an 
offence.  
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History of first century evangelistic activities as recorded in the Books of 
Acts gives light to: 
 
a) To   avoid   any   situation of commotion when discerned it very wisely 
      (Acts 14: 5 &6)  
 
b) Do not be discouraged in persecution (Acts 14:19, 20, 21 &22) 
 
c) To prayerfully suffer persecution and await for divine deliverance  

(Acts. 16: 19 to 40).   
 
d) Report the matter to legal authorities (Acts 17: 9). 
 
e) Boldly   defend yourself before the authorities 
       (Acts 18: 14, Acts 22:1, 23:1, 26:1). 
 
f) If absolutely necessary, involve the authorities who are responsible for 
law and order (Acts 19: 35) 
 
g) Be intelligent  and inform the authorities towards any    militant  
confederation against the Servants of God and the works.  (Acts. 23: 16-
21)  
 
 
h) Be submissive to any trial or examination of any authorities   
including   the highest legal system (Acts 28:18) 
 
From this analysis it’s quite evident that any believers’ action to protect 
their rights should be absolutely defensive and not offensive at all. 
 
A true Christian must always act in the light of the commandment of 
Jesus “….Be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” Mathew 10:16  
 
In a nation such as India, often the Christians are persecuted on 
ideological differences while their behavior patterns and conduct are 
generally accepted due to the community service mentality they 
maintain.  What irritates the troublemakers is the preaching of the 
Gospel which is certainly the Christ commanded responsibility of each 
true believer of Christianity.  The preaching of Gospel is always 
misunderstood with ‘forcible conversion’ of ‘change of religion’ thereby 
absorbing a western religious culture.  
 
Somehow a wrong notion that went into the hearts of many in India by 
the dictum of a historian who wrote “The Britons conquered India by 
Bible in their right hand and sword in their left hand”. As an ardent 
history student, may I humbly reject the statement as it deserve hold  
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any  value. While on discourse of this theme, at the outset, let’s admit 
that Christianity is not a western religion founded by a westerner.  
 
True Christianity is a spiritual regeneration experience to occur  in each 
believer, thus the  person is changed from his natural sins which he 
ascribed by birth towards a fruitful life, based on the life and person of  
the perfect God who was uniquely incarnated as human being in the 
Middle East and not in West.  
 
Real Christianity is not a religion as one might  fearfully see today, rather 
a way of life through Christ,  while Karl Max correctly pointed out, in a 
context of polluted Christianity, that ‘Religion is the opium of man’.  It 
is sadly true that subsequently Christianity also became a so called 
religion to millions and it is a factual truth that real spiritual life in 
Christ cannot be compared with it.  
 
More on this issue is discussed in the next chapter analyzing what is 
true Christianity and what not.  
 
Pondering in history   
 
The message of the true Gospel of Christ did not arrive in India by the 
coming of St. Francis Xavier during --------- or the British during the 17th 
century.  The Gospel was originally preached by the half of the first 
century AD itself in the western shores of South India, in all its simplicity 
and freshness as commanded by Christ by his ardent apostle Thomas, 
though historiography reveals that he was bit hesitant to come to 
Malabar, a land then known to the Roman world through her sea export 
business of spice, ivory, peacock, etc.   
 
However, the history also witnesses that India was brought into 
modernization by the rays of preaching of the Gospel and teachings of 
the Bible. This is also true with all other nations and continents.  
Modernization was the by-product of the preaching of the message 
of Christ.  
 
Even though after the 4th century AD, Christianity got polluted as 
essayed in the second part of this work, the period known as the dark 
ages, signs of reappearing teachings and practice of true doctrines 
started seen by 15th century. The  dark age  in fact was the outcome of  
the fact that the Church, placed as the lighthouse  of the world, got  
darkened  by failing  to learn, adhere to and teach the true doctrines of 
the Lord of Jesus Christ, who himself  in fact is the ‘ light of the world’ 
and the ‘true morning star’.  This fact is mere history.  
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It is due to the darkened state of the church that sprouted out  many 
philosophies and isms out of the so called Christian religion itself which 
only led masses to ignorance and destruction.   
   
And when given due respect to the true Word of God, there began   
enlightenment everywhere around the globe, a true emancipation from 
the   darkness of ignorance and idiotic philosophies.   
 
It all started by the fall of Constantinople, the present Istanpole in 
Turkey, and the then capital of Eastern Roman Empire ( Byzantine) , was 
seized by the Turks, by 1453, which marked  the beginning of modern 
history. The intellectualism thus then rotated only within the clutches of 
Roman state Christian religion got spread around.  By fall of the empire, 
the intellects who spread around and settled down in Europe received 
freedom of thought and communication. Thus, the Renaissance during 
14th century started, a period of   enlightenment in Europe. 
 
Freedom of thought and liberty of proclamation led many to read study 
and meditate the true Revelations of God which is the Bible. This led to 
the greatest movement in history, the Reformation.  Reformation 
movement helped many in Europe to find out the basic truths of 
Christianity those buried in the dark ages through the Roman influence.    
 
By the movements of Renaissance and Reformation   the world got   
relieved out of clutches and signs thus began modernization. During   
16th and 17th century the true Gospel and fundamental doctrines that 
originally taught by Jesus and apostles were preached around. Jesus 
Christ, the true ‘morning star’ started shining again in the world through 
the Church, the lighthouse of the world.  One of the by-products of these 
centuries is the Industrial   Revolution, which of course, diverted the 
course of modern history.  The architects of Industrial revolution are the 
men who found light in their lives through   true doctrines of   the Word 
of God. 
 
The result of industrial revolution was manufacturing of products, 
marketing of those produces and of course its consumption everywhere.  
Production demanded raw materials and labor power and whatever 
manufactured needs to be marketed and consumed. Thus, began 
colonization to other nations in different continents in search of raw 
materials, labor and market.  European imperialism   sailed   in steam 
ships on to continents and sub-continents to   conquer and plunder. 
Numerous ‘closed’ nations and continents opened itself for trade and 
commerce. The Trade Companies subsequently became imperialistic 
powers in such nations by which the local rulers became puppets of 
Imperialists.         
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While a majority of those Imperialistic European nations chose a route of 
trade and commerce, a minority in those nations who were enlightened 
and inspired by the true preaching and teaching of the Word of God 
chose a route of love and service through the peepholes of the newly 
opened doors to those dark continents.  They found masses living in 
darkness of idol worship, ignorance, superstitions,   subject to 
exploitation and social and economic injustice.  
 
Sacrificing their enterprising lifestyle and committed to give a new light 
and life to such millions, they managed to sail in those steamers carrying 
men and materials for trade and   commerce   to those Continents.  
Thus, men such as   Dr. David Livingston explored the Dark Continent of 
Africa, great men such Hudson Taylor and Charles Studd sailed to 
China, a few to name. Those continents and nations found a new light as 
the missions are missionaries contributed towards   not only for their 
spiritual refinement, but also for their physical, mental, intellectual, 
social and economic developments. Read and study the history of those 
nations during those epochs of history, you would find the work of the 
Christian missions reflected in development aspects.      
   
 
Indeed it was not a strange story for India too. No doubt, the Europeans, 
especially British, colonized India for their material benefit.  However, a 
few from those nations inspired by the true love of God utilized the 
opportunity to serve India towards modernization. True that while the 
majority plundered India, few tried to build up India through social and 
educational products based on the true ‘love story’ demonstrated and 
preached by Christ.  
 
Of course, the legacy and history of India has been great.  The sub-
continent’s age old pious cultural history as well is praiseworthy. 
However, not a single nation in the world so exploited and subjected by 
others.  Right from the Aryan invasion until the British colonization, the 
Greeks, Afghans, and Persians have been conquering and occupying   
this   great nation.  Under those strategic and political occupations, the 
natural resources of wealthy India were exploited indeed. 
 
Emperors and their puppet mediatory local rulers were enjoying their 
lifestyle in their feudal castles, while the peasant India was suffering.  
None minded the sufferings of the common man who tilled and tired. No 
Kings seen the real “India that lived in Villages” in the terms of Mahatma 
Gandhi.   
 
 The villages and towns were centers of ignorance and superstitions.  The 
traditional educational system based on the mythologies and legends 
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could not help the common man to   be led to enlightenment.  The 
outcome had been no freedom of thinking and no spirit of unity or 
nationalism! After all, what contribution the   peasant oriented societies 
can make?  Exploited by the powerful, the   powerless   lived   
pathetically in rural and urban areas.  
 
Lo!  There arrived the ‘Good Samaritans’ such as William Carey, a 
cobbler turned Servant of God, as inspired by the agape love to extend 
his sacrificial service.  These servants of God had no agenda than helping 
men and women of India to be uplifted spiritually, physically, mentally, 
intellectually socially and culturally.  The Gospel of love was preached 
and practiced. At the same time set up schools, hospitals, orphanages, 
and other social institutions in order for the peasants to be uplifted 
socially and economically. Their selfless and sacrificial services helped 
the peasant oriented societies once revolved around the clutches of 
paganism and superstitions to come to a new enlightenment.    
 
Such fresh enlightenment contributed towards both the vertical and 
horizontal levels of social mobilizations resulted into social, economic 
and political changes.    
 
 Even the Hindu Reformers of modern India such as Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy and Swami Vivekananda were inspired by the God-man personality 
of Christ, the epitome of sacrificial love.  Such an inspiration helped 
them to fight against the superstitious social evils of the traditional 
Hindu societies such as Sati – the brutal suicidal act of widows into the 
pyre of their dead husbands. Inspirational support of the Servants of God 
who preached the message of changes to do away of   such social evils 
legally by the Viceroy is just history.   
 
Mahatma, the greatest world personality after Christ did formulate the 
non-violent and bloodless method of revolution, by the very inspiration of 
the teaching of Christ. Even though Mahatma failed to understand the 
God-man personality of Christ, the only avenue for Moksha (salvation), 
he valued more than anything in his life the unique teachings of Christ.  
While he was in South Africa, though his association with certain ‘Good 
Samaritan’ men of God, he understood the difference between the 
Christian religion that rejected social equality and the true Christian way 
of life offers real social equality.   
 
Ideologically Mahatma’s thoughts and approaches had its root in the true 
teachings of Christ.  
 
The political changes that happened in India during 19th and 20 
centuries which led her to the web of   modernization were the outcome 
of social changes that occurred. And the social changes that occurred in 
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India in those years were   indebted to the preaching   and practice of 
true Gospel of Christ.  Men who received modern education   through the 
educational institutions, established   by the preachers of Gospel, 
became thinkers who discerned the social and political inequalities and 
suppression.   Within the hearts the people thus sprouted molding up of 
the spirit of nationalism which in the course of time led them to 
independence and subsequent modernizations.  
 
Thus the superstitious mythological bound Indian masses   as 
enlightened by the Gospel of Christ became free in their thoughts   that 
led them to the spirit of nationalism, independence and today are on the 
super highway of modernization able to be competed with any other 
World powers. 
 
But no citizen of India must forget the root involvement of the Gospel of 
Christ that led one to “liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free” (Gal. 
5:1).  Without remembering these historical truths  any action against 
Christianity in India  would be an absolutely thankless act, no doubt at 
all! 
 
Lesson from the history 
 
Therefore, learning the lessons from history let’s not be obstacles to the 
true preaching of Christ. 
 
Preaching of   true Gospel of Christ and the transformations that take 
place in individuals should not be categorized as     ‘forcible conversions’. 
 
Forcible conversations are physical and superficial, whereas, 
transformation takes place by the faith in Jesus Christ is quite 
spontaneous and internal.  The first demands promptness and pressure 
often out of another person’s desire and decision, whereas the latter is 
absolutely without any pressure comes spontaneously out of one’s own 
desire and decision.  
 
 
The Teachings of Christ is not at all subject to any pressure or 
compulsion rather the internal working of the  
 “   … Word  of God quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two 
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” ( Heb 5: 12).  Such a spiritual 
working is adequately sufficient to transform a downtrodden person such 
as a cannibal or a murderer and make his life new and fresh beneficial to 
his family, society and nation. And when many individuals in a society 
are changed, there occurs social changes. True Christianity is absolutely 
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against any sort of ‘forcible conversions’. And if any ‘Christian’ or 
‘Christian Group’ did it that would be diametrically opposite to the true 
teachings of the Bible.   
 
And if such an internal spiritual change occurs in one individual, none 
can question or challenge it as that is absolutely a personal   choice and 
determination.  
 
 Undoubtedly any democratic systems in the World provide freedom of 
such personal choices and determination to all their citizens.   
 
Preaching of Gospel in India-a Constitutional right 
 
The function of the Indian government and the rights of her citizens are 
secured under the Constitution of India that was adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1949 and was put into practice 
on January 26, 1950. Its preamble   itself    provides “Liberty of 
thought, expression, belief, faith and worship”. 
 
The   preamble itself provides JUSTICE, LIBERTY, and EQUALITY AND 
FRATERNITY to each and every citizen of India.   
 
Further in Article 19 – Clause No.1, seven freedoms have been 
mentioned as follows: 
 
a)  The freedom of speech and expression 
b)  The freedom to assemble peaceably and without arms 
c)   The freedom to form associations and unions 
d)  The freedom to move freely throughout the territory of   India 
e)  The freedom to reside and settle in any part of India 
f)   The freedom to acquire hold and dispose of property 
g) The freedom to practice any profession, or to carry out    any 
occupation, trade or business.  

 
 
These provisions are of course with certain restrictions; however, they 
are formed without harming the fundamental rights. 
 
Articles   25 to 28 of the Constitution provides freedom of religion to 
every citizen of India as follows: 
 
i) Freedom of conscience and religion.  All persons within the territory 
of India have been granted freedom of conscience and to freely profess, 
practice and propagate any   religion.   Like   any right in the society of 
human beings this right is also subject to restrictions to exceptions as 
follows: 
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a) The exercise of this right is subject to public order, morality and 
health. 
 
b) This right does not prevent the State from regulating any economic, 
financial, political or other secular 
(non -religious) activities associated with a religious practice  
 
ii) Freedom of establishing and administering institutions. 
 
Practically people of every religion have their institution to aid their 
religious practices and rituals.  So over and above the above mentioned, 
every religious denomination and every sect of such religious 
denomination has been given right -  
 
a) To establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable 
purposes. 
b) To manage its own affairs in matters of religion 
c) To own and acquire movable and immovable property 
d) To administer such property in accordance with law. 
 
These rights are also subject to requirements of public order, morality 
and health. 
 
 
In summary, these are the essence of provisions to protect the freedom to 
express, practice, propagate and assemble in by a citizen of India of any   
religious faith.  Christianity cannot be an exception at all.  
 
And I do not see any other nation so favorable under such a wonderfully 
formulated  constitution and laws in order for one to preach the gospel,  
of  course  subject  to  the restrictions set forth the government focused 
on public safety, health,  morality ,etc. 
 
The twofold  responsibility  of  the followers  of Jesus Christ is recorded 
in   Mark 3: 14  - And he ordained twelve, (1)  that they should be 
with him, and that (2)  he might send them forth to preach.   
 
 
1) The first responsibility is in house “that they should be with him” that 
consists of personal relationship with God and also gatherings in 
buildings or houses  
 
 No doubt the constitution of India provides full protection to such 
gatherings including for the property where they gather. 
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2)  The second responsibility is outward   “ he might send them forth to 
preach”.  Preaching the faith is more  outward  which  includes open air 
gatherings, meetings in public places, distribution of books, function of  
charity organizations such as schools, orphanages or hospitals.   
 
Undoubtedly the constitution of India provides full protection to these 
aspects as well. In other words, while any religious group or political or 
social   groups   would   have the privilege and liberty of professing, 
practice and preaching their own faiths or isms, the Christians in India 
are also provided in   the same constitution to profess, practice and 
preach. None is anticipated to challenge these basic liberties that 
achieved through by the liberation of India. As long as the Christians are 
loyal citizens of India by birth and domicile, they hold the fundamental 
right to profess and practice their faith.  
 
 
No true Christian can refrain from their God ordained   responsibilities 
and any obstacle made against their activities or related properties by 
any person, group or even political parties, would be absolutely 
unconstitutional.  
 
Under the golden provisions of the Constitution of India, the 
Governments in power at local, state or national level are expected to 
provide full protection to Christians even though they are a minority 
group.   
 
As stated earlier, true Christianity is absolutely against ‘forcible 
conversions’ in its full definition by laws.  And already we discussed that 
the changes happening in any person towards his spiritual and social 
uplift are quite internal and not external or superficial.   
 
As a result of preaching of gospel a drug addict can be changed.  Or a 
drunkard without any use to his family can  be changed.   A prostitute 
can be changed towards an acceptable social life by the love God?  A 
murder, a terrorist, a plunder …   yes, only the love of God can change 
them.   History certifies it.  
 
If   such internally motivated changes occur through the preaching of the 
greatest love of God   by the preachers of gospel, why should be one 
against it?  One must be proud of these men who labor in the societies 
and be refrained from stoning them. A   better nation can be built up 
through such changes which in turn shall also result into social 
changes. 
 
Persecutions of any form in India are absolutely unconstitutional, no 
doubt.    
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Sides of a coin 
 
Let’s conclude these discussions.  At one side, true Christianity is liable 
to submit to and regularly pray for all in authorities and those who are in 
power.  On the other hand   the   authorities   are expected   to provide 
protection to all Christians and their activities   as provided for all 
citizens as per the Constitution.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chpter-2 
 

FALSE AND TRUTH 
 
 
“WHAT IS TRUE CHRISTIANITY?”    The reader might ask this question. 
Is there any difference from the so called organized Christian set ups 
creeds and practices, preeminent so called Episcopal hierarchies in 
church governments and large Christian aesthetically designed church 
buildings and premises? 
 
The answer is an absolute yes, and the difference is vast such as 
darkness and light.  
 
Let me lead the readers to certain historical facts in order to set up a 
grim pretext towards the context of the final conclusive answer to the 
question.  
 
The World was ready to receive the glad tidings of “ …..   Light to them 
that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace” (Luke 2:79) wherein included the Gospel of love 
and charity by the incarnation of Christ by the set of B.C. and the dawn 
of AD. 
  
   “All roads lead to Rome” concept built highways and byways in almost 
all Roman colonies of the world  spread out in three major continents  
where through  the messengers of Gospel of Christ sojourned in their 
great mission of preaching and teaching. The question of ‘forcible 
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conversion’ did not at all arise as the Apostles and the preachers 
baptized only those who believed in their heart.  Believing in the heart is 
a volunteer decision without any compulsion.   
 
In each local cities and villages in and   around Middle East, gathered 
together all those who ‘believed and baptized’ not in specially designed 
buildings or architect beautified atheistic arcades, but in homes, caves 
and open places in all its simplicity.  The purpose of such gatherings was 
absolutely spiritual in nature, not social, and is evident from the account 
of Luke a Physician who analyzed the growth of first century Church   
movement.  
 

 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
(Bible Study) and fellowship (to maintain warm relationship 
each other), and in breaking of bread (remembrance of death of 
Christ), and in prayers’ Acts 2: 42).   The common fashion of 
early such gatherings everywhere where simple in nature.   

 
The seven Churches that founded in Malabar Coast of India, during the 
first century, too were such simple gatherings in essence and outlook 
and any kind of décor of formalism was absolutely absent. 
 
Each local church at the dawn of Christian era consisted of only ‘who 
believed and baptized’; belief a volunteer internal act while baptism 
denotes its outward expression to the society.  
 
One might ask, how did the simple way of   life became a formal religious 
set up? Only true history reveals the answer,   however to sum up, it is 
due to wrong alliance of   true apostolic doctrines with Judaism,   
Paganism,   traditionalism etc.   
   
 
Influence of Judaism 
 
A brief browse through the annuls of church history brings out  the 
noncomplex incomprehensive nature of church gatherings and practices 
during the first and second centuries unlike what one would practically 
see today in the so called Christian religious set up.   
 
Evidence of gross   condemnation   of   the tendency of blending Judaism 
with the true New Testament doctrines is found in Paul’s epistles. Of 
course, the life and   teachings of Christ and the doctrines of apostles, 
the foundation upon which true Christianity stands, are complementary 
to the Old Testament.  However, the comprehensive rituals and practices 
such as Levite   sacrifices and feasts, hierarchies of Aaronic priesthood, 
worship in the temple system, etc. became   an   absolutely spiritual   
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internal   experience rather than a physical outward expression.  A deep 
study of difference between the essence of Old Testament and New 
Testament would unveil these facts. 
 
Apostles and Church Fathers during their time were strong enough in 
their teaching to exile such teachings from true   doctrines, however 
subsequently Judaism crept into churches in the form of priesthood, 
Jewish temple type sanctuaries and complex ritualistic practices.   
 
 
 
 
Influence of Paganism  
 
True Christianity lost its simplicity that based on the teachings of Christ 
and Apostles, by the end of 2nd century A.D.  By AD 312 Roman 
imperialism declared Christianity as her formal state religion as Emperor 
Constantine and Family were attracted by the then Christian way of life. 
 
Even though this historic edict which stopped the severe persecutions 
the church underwent during the first and second centuries, it also 
egged the creeping into of pagan influence and practices into 
Christianity.   
 
The ‘state religion turned’ Christianity was forced to compromise with 
true doctrine and the clerical administrators brought in many pagan 
ritualistic institutions.   
 
Pagan ritualism   has its root in the ancient Babylon religion and it 
turned into many forms and fashions from time to time, empires to 
empires, civilizations to civilizations, and societies to societies.  By the   
3rd century, it began grabbing Christianity as well, thus turning the true 
gatherings of the people of God, a living organism, into as a formal 
heathen pagan religion. 
 
 
In order to prove we must trace back and unfold the ancient   
legendry historical setting.  
 
The Babylon pagan religion had its genesis just after the great Flood in 
the   Kingdom that established by Nimrod, the master hunter.  (Read 
Genesis 10: 8-12). 
 The geographical areas of his kingdom was modern Iraq, the site  of 
ancient Assyrian and Babylonian empires, by the rivers of River 
Euphrates and Tigris, the cradle of civilizations.   
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Nimrod’s wife name was Semiramis, who wanted to retain her position 
as the queen after the death of her husband acted well to deify him as 
the Sun god.  The people of his kingdom already started adoring him as a 
god due to the heroism through risky hunting techniques he 
demonstrated, almost exactly how later on in ancient India and Greece 
people deified many war heroes. To such a mass, Semiramis taught   that 
The Spirit of Nimrod was still living in Sun. She also managed to teach 
that she had within the spirit of moon and when she would die, she 
would dwell in the moon. Thus she was worshipped as the moon 
goddess. 
 
Yet another character in this historical legendary drama  is Tammuz, 
the illegitimate son of  Semiramis,  born after the death of  her  husband 
Nimrod,  whose  literal meaning  is a ‘sprout’ or ‘ branch’.  He was born 
in a cold season in a context of people’s pagan belief during that period of 
time in ancient Babylon. Every year when the cold season began, the 
people believed their sun god was leaving them.  They came to learn that 
his lowest dip on the horizon, about December 21, was followed by the 
gradual return, until the midsummer was directly at noon-day.  And it 
was on the 25th of December that they noticed, each year, the slow 
return of their god.  They called this day the birthday of sun.  Bearing in 
mind on such annual journey of the sun, Prophet Elijah uttered to the 
priests of Baal, the Syro- Phoenician sun god, ‘… (Your god) is in a 
journey’   (1 Kings 18:27) 
 
 Tammuz was born on December 25 and Semiramis managed to 
establish that he was the   reincarnation of dead   Nimrod, the sun god. 
Read Ezekiel chapter 8 verse 11 to 14 where ‘  women  mourning for 
Tammuz’ and 25 men bowing down the sun towards the east, “with 
their backs towards the temple”, thus showing the diametrical 
opposite form of sun worship against the true worship of God. 
 
Ponder the original importance of December 25.   
 
Thus, Nimrod,  Semiramis, and Tammuz, the unholy trinity,  who 
entered  and left the  historical stage after the  post flood epoch of 
pre-history,  shaped  up the foundation of the Babylonian mystery 
religion.   
 
Satan, the epitome of evil, had been a personality of master deceptions.  
He has been always the one who makes grave confusions just out of tiny 
differences. Subtle to design deceptive counterfeits, he acted well in this 
drama too.  
Do not forget his pinpointed aim; to depart each soul from God and send 
them down to eternal punishment where he is also going to be a 
partaker.  
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At Eden he thought he would defeat God by instigating man to sin.  
However, God was the winner   by promising the ‘seed who shall bruise 
the head of Satan’ (Gen 3: 15), the greatest prophecy of what exactly 
happened on Calvary by the death of Jesus Christ, the incarnate God.  
 
Due to this surprising promise from God, desperate and disappointed he 
has been   formulating   deceptive vile to block, in each generation, the 
coming of the promised seed of the women. 
 
And lo there he found a chance, Nimrod, Semiramis   and Tammuz, very 
viable characters   in his hands to be utilized.  Thus, he made counterfeit 
of the characters in Gen.3:15 who are his foes. In place of living God who 
made the promise, he placed Nimrod, the sun-god, and in place of the 
‘women’ he placed Semiramis   and also in place of the ‘seed’ to born he 
placed Tammuz, of course, the incarnation of sun-god.   
 
Do not scratch your head, indeed this was an absolute counterfeit drama 
directed by Satan to confuse man and ultimately not to depart from his 
dark kingdom.   
 
The mystery Babylonian religion flourished and prospered under the 
nourishment of Satan from civilizations to civilizations, cultures to 
culture as generations passed by.  Wherever man spread over and lived 
there everywhere the religion became his part and parcel in diverse forms 
and fashions. The cult became, the fountainhead of all idolatry and 
temple prostitution covering the globe.   
 
Let me interweave; it is   this poisonous Babylon religion founded by   
Nimrod- Semiramis- Tammuz scenario is personified as a great whore in 
Revelation chapter 17.  There we see the future fate of the religion by the 
second advent of Christ.   
 
How did Semiramis, the mother of all gods, the great Madonna, who 
turned as the evil part of human civilizations, with her husband and 
son?  
 
To Phoenicians   she had been Astrate who loved Adoni who was slain 
by a boar, but rose from the dead and then ascended to heaven in 
the sight of his worshippers.   
 
To Syrians Astrate   had been   the Great Mother goddess   and queen of 
prostitutes.   Let me quote Will Durant’s records in his great work 
‘History of Civilizations’. 
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 “Religious prostitution flourished, for in Syria, as throughout western Asia, 
the fertility of the soil was symbolized in a Great Mother, or goddess, 
whose sexual commerce with her lover gave the hint to all the reproductive 
processes and energies of nature; and the sacrifice of virginity at the 
temples was not only an offering to Astrate, but a participation with her in 
that annual Self - abandonment which, it was hoped, would offer an 
irresistible suggestion to the earth, and insure the increase of plants, 
animals, and men.  About the time of the vernal equinox, the festival of the 
Syrian Asrate, like that of Cybele in Phrygia, was celebrated at Hierapolis 
with fervor   of bordering upon madness.  The nose of flutes and drums 
mingled with wailing of the women for Astrate’s dead lord, Adoni; eunuch 
priests danced wildly, and slashed themselves with the knives. Then in 
the dark of the night, the priests brought a mystic illumination to the scene, 
opened the tomb of the young god, and announced triumphantly that 
Adoni, the Lord, had risen from the dead. Touching the lips of the 
worshippers with balm, the priests whisphered   to them the promise that 
they, too, would some day rise from the grave” 
 
See how Satan uses the situation to counterfeit true incarnation of 
the ‘Seed of the women”, the Lord Jesus Christ, his death, 
resurrection, ascension to heaven and coming back to give a 
resurrected glorious body to his believers.  
 
And do you see any similarity with the so called Easter celebration 
of   Christian Religion in a modified format?  
 
To the   latter Babylonians deity was known as   ‘Ishtar’ (the root word of 
English ‘Easter’) who was the love goddess of mothers and prostitutes, 
and of the love and war.   
 
Will Durant recorded in his    historical   accounts “Though her 
worshipers repeatedly addressed her as ‘The Virgin’, ‘The Holy 
Virgin’ and ‘The Virgin Mother’ this merely meant that her amours 
were from all taint of wedlock” 
 
Durant   continued “Essentially it was the same myth as that of Isis and 
Osiris in Egypt, Tammuz and Ishtar in Babylonia, Astrate and Adonis in 
Syria, Cybele and Attis in Phrygia.  The cult of motherhood survived 
through classical times to take new life in the worship of Mary, the 
Mother of God”.  
 
Look! How the things finally reached in the   worship of ‘Virgin 
Mary”?  Just think for a moment!   
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Mother Mary and Infant Jesus worship appears around the world have 
its origin in   the pagan worship of ‘Semiramis’- Tammuz’.   
 
Ishtar was Innini, the virgin earth-godess to the Sumarians and 
Akkadians. 
 
In Phrygia she was known as Cybele whose lover was Attis who was 
also resurrected. 
 
To the Greeks, the goddess was known in the names of Astrate, Demeter, 
Ceres, Aphrodite, Venus Freya and Isis. Her lover was Horus, the sun 
god.  Her son Tammuz’s conterpart in Greece is Osiris   who was called 
by Eyptians as Serapis. 
 
She was the Artemis in Iona, Ceres in Poseidonia.   
 
To the Romans  (Italians) she was Venus, the earth fertility and love 
goddess whose son was Aeneas who was believed to be the ancestor of 
all Romans.  
 
Persians (Iran) worshipped their goddess Anaita, the lover or earth 
goddess as their chief deity was Ahura-Mazda who later on became 
Mithra or Mithras. 
 
Let’s see what Mr. Durant, the great historian says” 
 
“For a while, under Darious (B.C. 552- B.C. 486), it (The worship of Ahura-
Mazda) became the spiritual expression of a nation at its height.  
Underneath the official worship of Ahura-Mazda, the cult of Mithra and 
Anaita – god of the sun and goddess of vegetation and fertility, generation 
and sex – continued to find devotees: and in the days of Artaxerxes II ( 
B.C. 404 to 359) their names began to appear again in the royal 
inscriptions. Thereafter, Mithra  grew powerfully in favor of  Ahura-Mazda 
faded away until, in the first centuries of era, the cult of Mithra as a divine 
youth of beautiful countenance – with a radiant halo over his head as a 
symbol of his ancient identity with the sun- spread throughout the Roman 
Empire, and shared in giving Christmas to Christianity.  Christmas was 
originally a solar festival, celebrating, at the winter solstice, the 
lengthening of the day and the triumph of the sun over his 
enemies.  It became a Mithraic,   and finally a Christian, holy day” 
History of Civilizations.  
 
May I have your kind attention   for a moment?  Look, root of 
Christmas celebration in Christian religion!  Also see how the 
‘radiant halo’ appeared around the head of ‘Virgin Mary’, ‘Infant 
Jesus’ and other  so called ‘holy men’ of Christian religion! 
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Subsequently she became Astarte to the early Anglo-Saxons, the 
forefathers of today’s English creed.  Several occasions in the Old 
Testament we see how God condemned the worship of Asherah, the 
Hebrew version of Ashtroreth.    
 
Do not deviate from   our thoughts. These analyzes are only the 
foundation to establish my theme of ‘The unholy   alliance of Christianity 
with paganism’ and as we go further let’s not forget this historical 
setting.  
 
As we discussed earlier the first and second century Christian way of 
worship and life was quite simple in essence and expression.  However, 
sad to say, the situation was changed by the   4th century AD.   
 
When Rome   absorbed Christianity as her state religion, she was under 
the influence of pagan Babylon mystery religion.  Rome’s Venus worship 
has its root to the ‘Mithra’ worship of   Persians, with its original root in 
the Babylon cults as dialoged earlier.   
 
What is the true Christian doctrine? 
 
 It is based on the life and work of Jesus   Christ, the true incarnation of 
God, as Holy Spirit inspiringly   recorded   in the four gospels and as 
revealed and inspiringly recorded in the remaining books of New 
Testament. New Testament doctrine is more of an internal experience 
when comparing it with the Old Testament doctrine which was more 
external   through its   outward practices and expressions. 
 
Thus done away are the   ritualistic   practices   of   OT and 
complimented it with more simple way of life and practice which is the 
outcome of intensive internalized spiritual experience.  Such an 
experience is obtainable only through accepting Christ as Master and 
Savior.  The experience is not collective, but quite personal. And all those 
have such personal experience gathered collectively to worship God and 
work for His Kingdom.  
 
Christ commanded in full clarity through His beloved Apostle John, 
almost at a time when he was about to be passed away, there at the tiny 
isle of Patmos, thereby   putting   an end to all revelations by the Book of 
Revelation in AD 96,   “For I testify unto every man that hear the 
words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 
book.  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, 
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and out of holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book”  ( Revelation 22: 18 &19)   
 
No more ‘revelations’, no more ‘experiences”, no more traditions, no more 
philosophies and no more biographies and no more codes and chores! 
Revelations from God are sealed by the lifetime of Christ and his Apostles 
with all its perfection.  Each believer is to be live daily in its 
enlightenment out of meditations and studies, nay waiting upon   for 
further revelations or prophecies.   
  
However, by 4th century AD it lost its original value as both leaders and 
followers buried the true doctrines as found in the New Testament under 
the ritualistic practices that borrowed from Judaism and Paganism.   
 
As both the eastern and western hemispheres of Roman empire were 
filled with Christians, Roman administration  found  it very amicable to 
declare Christianity as his  state religion which certainly was a political 
unification endeavor, lest a spiritual intention. 
 
While promoting the ‘Religious Christianity’ to unify the political system 
‘the Roman administration  worked it on a policy to allow people to 
become part of the newly declared state religion by  providing  several  
material sanctions by retaining their own beliefs, taboos, and traditions, 
no matter what it had been.  This is evident from an edict of Pope   to the 
Catholic leadership to British Isles during AD. 597 which reads as 
follows: 
 
“Do not destroy the temples of the English gods; change them to Christian 
churches.  Do not forego customs which have been associated with the old 
religions; consecrate them to Christian use” 
 
The unholy alliance with paganism commenced thus.  But, what was the 
negative   outcome? 
 
Several superstitious beliefs and practices of Babylon religion in its 
diverse forms in each civilizations and societies   became part and parcel 
of Christianity, only few are mentioned further. 
 
Let’s take the case of Christian feast and festivals.  Paul who coined the 
revealed New Testament   doctrine revealed the commandment of Christ 
in the epistle of Colossians 2:16 “Let no man judge you in meat or in 
drink, or in respect of an   holy day, or of the new moon, or of the 
Sabbath”,   thereby banning any form of memorial feasts and festivals 
except the institution of ‘Lord’s Table’ on the ‘Lord’s day’ commanded as 
“… do ….  in remembrance of me (I Cor.  11: 25b)” 
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Easter 
 
Let’s consider Easter.  Easter had its origin in the spring feast of   ‘ 
Ishtar’,   the Babylonian goddess as we have seen.  In the Schaff-Herzog 
Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge Vol. 2, page 682 says   “   The 
present variable time (of Easter) was appointed by early Romanism in 
amalgamation with the very ancient pagan spring festival to the goddess 
of spring.  It was fixed on the Sunday immediately following the 14th day 
of the paschal moon which happened on or first after the vernal 
equinox”.  
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ was fixed on a date in such a context.  
Was it not a ‘new moon’ celebration   that banned by the Apostle in 
Colossians?  
 
The early Anglo Saxons had the celebration of  Eostre,   the goddess of 
spring   which subsequently was converted it as the celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Lent Season 
 
How about the so called   “Lent-season”?  Let me quote Ed Stevens, 
writer who lived between 1895 and 1966. 
 
“The so called “   Lent season” is of pure of Babylonish origin.  The 
word “Lent: came from   the Saxon word “Lenct” meaning “spring”.  
Pagan Mexicans also celebrate forty days in April.  Forty days in 
the vernal equinox in April were celebrated by the divine 
worshippers of   Koordistan in honor of the sub-god.  This was 
brought from Babylon in 2000 B.C. where it originated in the 
weeping of Tammuz, the supposed reincarnation of Ishtar’s   (or 
Semeramis’) husband, Nimrod.  In the spring, his death and 
reappearance was celebrated.  A time of mourning was followed 
one of joy.  God condemned Israel’s partaking in this celebration as 
given in Ezek: 8: 13-14.”  
 
Clear, I hope! 
 
Easter customs 
 
Easter buns and cakes (In Kerala, the cradle of Christianity in India,   
it is ‘Indriappam’) have its origin in the heathen worship of ‘queen of 
heaven’ (Ishtar) and is sufficiently explained condemned in Jeremiah 
7:18 “The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the 
women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and 
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to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me 
to anger” 
 
Christendom absorbed it as something ‘holy’, sad, very sad to say! 
 
The custom of Easter eggs has its root   again in the ancient   Ishtar   
worship.  Ancient Babylonians believed an egg fell   down from heaven 
into the Euphrates River and the fishes rolled it to the shore where the 
doves hatched out “the Queen of Heaven”, or Ishtar.  Hence it became a 
symbol of Ishtar, the licentiously worshipped goddess.   
 
And by 4th century AD Rome made the egg to become the consecrated 
emblem of Christ’s resurrection. 
 
Yet another Easter customer is the Rabbit fad. Let me quote a historian: 
 
 “The rabbit fad at Easter time can be traced back to pagan 
Germany.  Children were told that if they were good, a white hare 
would steal into the house while they were asleep and secrete any 
number of beautifully colored eggs in odd corners of the house.  
Here then originated the modern “Easter egg hunt” provided for 
innocent children.  
 
The hare (Easter Bunny), from ancient times was a symbol of the 
moon, it being a nocturnal animal.  The hare is the only animal 
born with its eyes open. The Egyptians word for hare is “un”, 
means “   to open”.  This, the hare was associated with the opening 
of a new season;   spring, in April, at the vernal equinox. The hare 
and eggs were mutually symbolic in Egypt of the opening of their 
new year, at which time eggs were ceremoniously broken” 
 
Also, there are records that in ancient Babylon   Ishtar   worshippers 
presented to her with two fertility symbols – eggs and bunny rabbits,   
which   became part of Easter service.  Otherwise, tell me, from where 
these concepts crept into Christianity? Was it from the inspired Word of 
God?  
 
Finally, the Easter “sun-rise services”, this has root to the sun worship 
as seen in the light of   Ezekiel 8: 15-18, and not just symbolic to the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
Had the resurrection of Jesus Christ was   to be celebrated, clear 
commandment thereof could have been given either directly by Christ in 
the four Gospels or through his Apostles until the close of   Revelations 
in AD 96. 
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History also reveals that the lent season fasting was introduced during 
C.E. 998, until then the true meaning of fasting as seen in the NT was 
only taught and practiced.   
 
Christmas 
 
Christmas was not Christian or biblical in origin.  There is no 
commandment to celebrate the birth of Christ,   if so; it would   have 
been a major   theme of doctrine in the New Testament with relevant 
descriptions.   
 
No evidence in the history of Church that until 4thrd century AD 
Christmas was celebrated in any form. Romans used to celebrate every 
year a pagan festival called. ‘Natalis Invicti’ when the sun was in its 
winter solstice. Worshippers of the Roman sun god enthusiastically 
pulled their Christian friends into the partying. By AD 386 church 
leaders set up the celebration and by 450 AD Pope Julious decreed that 
all Catholics must celebrate the birthday of Christ at the same time  ‘ 
Natalis Invicti’, originally the birthday of ‘Tammuz’, on 25th December, as 
“Christe -masse”, literally ‘Christ’s coming’.   
 
25th December was not the actual birthday of Jesus Christ. In Judea, 
winter was wet and chilly.  It is unlikely that shepherds would have 
spent a December night in an open field, subject to rain and wind.  
Christ’s birth was more likely during the spring lambing season, when 
nights would have been balmy and shepherds would have needed to be 
awake, tending the ewes.  If the birthday of Christ would have been a day 
meant to be celebrated by Christ’s followers, it would have been recorded   
clearly in Gospels. In order to give more emphasize the death of Christ, it 
is commanded to just ‘remember it’ not annually, but every moment and 
weekly by the memorial service in the form of ‘Lord’s table’.    
 
It is   clearer   from the writing of Catholic liturgist Mario Righetti:  
 
“ After the peace of Church of Rome, to facilitate the acceptance of 
the faith by the pagan masses, found it convenient to institute the 
25th of December as the feast of temporal birth of Christ, to divert 
them from the pagan feast, celebrated on the same day in honor of 
the “Invincible Sun” Mithras, the conqueror of darkness” 
 
Thus, Christmas is an imported pagan celebration on the pretext of the 
birth of Christ. The nature of Christmas celebration has lot more 
similarities with the pagan celebration of the birth of ‘Tammuz” in 
Babylon and his Persian version ‘Mithra’, the Zoroastrian sun -god.    
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 Satan uses the celebration as one of the most dangerous occasions   
that dishonor God inasmuch as most of most anti-social, evil and 
immoral incidents are occurring in the Christmas night including the 
highest recorded road accidents due to heavy use of liquor.  Uncontrolled 
sexual immorality adds the night’s gravity of sin.   
 
No place to Christ in Christmas indeed! 
 
How about the ‘Christmas tree’?  Again, it has its origin in Babylon’s 
mystery religion, where it was used to represent ‘Tammuz’ means 
“Branch” a counterfeit of  Christ, the true ‘ branch” as prophets called 
(Isa.11:1; 53:2; Jer.23:5; Zech.6:12, Hebrews: 6:12). Ancient Babylon 
coins bear the inscribed pictures of a tree stump (Representing dead 
Nimrod) and a small tree growing nearby (Tammuz).  
 
The OT revelations condemned such customs in Jeremiah 10:1-4   - “For 
the customs of the people are vain: for one cut a tree out of the 
forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe.  
 
They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and 
with hammers that it move not. 
 
They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: 
they must   needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of 
them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do well.” 
 
Evident in Verse 4 the origin of the Christmas tree decorations! Part of 
the Tammuz worship was to place golden balls on the tree which were 
representative of 
 god of sex. 
 
What about ‘Santa Claus’?  Well, may I take the liberty to quote Ed 
Stevens: 
 
“Satan’s Claws” might well be the name for the big clownish, liquor 
marked, masked like called “Santa Claus”, who robs the children of Christ.  
What he has to do with Him who said, “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me”?  The popishly canonized “St.Nicholas”, archbishop of Myra, 
Greece (4th century) became the patron saint of children in Europe.  They 
learned to think that “St.Nick” was watching them – not Christ, for on the 
eve of his memorial day (Dec 6) he has believed to enter the home in 
disguise, asking each child questions as to behavior.  On Christmas day 
rewards came accordingly.  The early Dutch settles of New York brought 
this hoax of America.  Their pronunciation of “St.Nicholas” accounts for the 
name “Santa Claus”. 
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Mere tradition, baseless in the Word of God!  Yet, who are called the 
Christians honor it blindly. 
 
Seemingly without   Candles no Christianity! Do you like to know its 
origin? 
 
Let me quote a write-up: 
 
The practice was introduced to Catholicism as the Easter candle.  This 
single giant candle was lit at Easter on Saturday night before the Easter 
Sunday and then all candles of the church were lit from it.  This continued 
for the year until next Easter when the single Easter candle was   again lit. 
 
The practice of lighting the candle appears to take place on the night before 
the day of the Sun as part “The use of candles goes back to the ancient 
Aryan religion, which used them at the Yule ceremony to ward off the gods 
of thunder, storm and tempest. They were lit and tied to the sacred oak. 
 
 In some areas (Ruthenia and Europe generally) they were used by thieves 
and burglars to cause sleep and in this case they were made of human 
tallow.  Parts of the human anatomy were also used as candles for human 
bones were filled with tallow made from the fat of hanged men.  
Sometimes, candles were made from the fingers of new born or, preferably 
as they saw it, unborn children. 
 
As late as he seventeenth century in Europe robbers used to murder 
pregnant women to extract such candles from their wombs. 
 
Candles were burnt to ward off witches.  They entered Christianity 
through the Catholic or Orthodox Church practices. 
 
The ancient Aryan practice continued among the  
Germans of lighting new fire by means of a Bonfire at Easter and sending 
the sticks to each home to start the fires to ward off the gods of thunder, 
storm, and tempest of the ancient Sun worshipping system. 
 
In the temple, incense was burned.  Candles were not buried other than as 
the Menorah” 
 
Resemblance to ‘Deepawali’ in India! 
 
Oh ‘Christians’!  Please do not try to justify this heathen practice with 
the ‘golden candlestick’ of the tabernacle, even it does not have any value 
in the New Testament pattern of worship and life. 
 



 

www.bahrainbrethren.com 

Solace for the soulS 

Page No: 41 

Permit me in such a context also to quote great men of interpretations of 
the Word of God, T. Wilson and K. Stapley in their commentary on Book 
of Revelation (Page 154) in the heading of  “Practices of the Church of 
Rome” 
 
“Using the power it had usurped and the spurious claim to 
apostolic succession the Roman Catholic Church introduced 
doctrines and practices that belonged to paganism.  Every one of 
these can be traced back to Babylon (Babylon mystery religions). In 
this way there were introduced: 
 
The Sacrifice of mass:  The characteristic features of Roman 
Catholicism have ever been the denial of the finished work of 
Christ.  This opened the way for the blasphemy of the mass and 
power put into the hands of priests to reenact the work of the 
Cross.  
 
The sprinkling of infants. “Holy water” was introduced ( during) AD 
850. 
 
Thus, the true Christian doctrines   based on the life and work of Jesus 
Christ and as   recorded by the Apostles during the first century AD got 
polluted by 4th century AD by Roman paganism which has its root to 
Persian Mithraism and Babylon mystic religions, thus over the centuries, 
millions were led to darkness away from the real rays of truth. Prior to 
the 4th century these practices were unknown to the Christian churches.  
 
Influence of traditionalism 
 
Traditionalism is another moth that robbed true values of true 
Christianity.  
 
We have already seen that no more revelations or prophecies after the 
close of New Testament by the strong words of post resurrected Christ in 
Rev. 22: 18 &1.  The first and second century church was holding fast 
the apostolic doctrines well which reflected in their simple and exemplary 
way  of  life  and  simple  way  of  gatherings  as  local churches.  No set 
down codes or procedures, but the Word of God was well taught and 
meditated well in their gatherings. 
 
Subsequently the value of the Word of God in churches had been 
diminished. Local Churches became a social gatherings rather than 
‘spiritual organism’ instituted by God in each place as part of the 
‘Church Universal’. The traditionalists argued and adopted certain set 
down patterns creeds and experiences in prayer, worship and assembling 
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which were unknown during the apostolic period and had no base to true 
doctrine, 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Thus, today’s ‘Christianity’ is a religion blended up with Judaism, 
paganism and traditionalism.   
 

Chapter: 3 

What is true Christianity? 
 
 
 
You might then ask “what is true Christianity”? 
 
The Bible teaches that the ‘disciples’ were called ‘Christians’ at Antioch 
during the dawn days of the New Testament period (Acts 13). A Christian 
means a follower of Jesus Christ in its full sense.   
 
The disciples were a called out and separated people. Both the call and 
separation had been a personal experience rather than a ‘religious 
experience’ or superficial   adherence   to a set pattern of creeds or 
liturgies.   Thus, true Christianity is absolutely not ritualistic, whereas a 
way of life based upon the personal   experience. In fact, one being a 
Christian means one who is leading a Christian life based on the 
personal conviction of the Word of God. 
 
 
The pattern of such conviction and the outcome of such an experience 
inspiringly recorded in Acts Chapter 2: 37 to 47.  In this portion we read 
the seven golden pillars of true Christian life. After heard a clear 
presentation of Message of Salvation based on the person and work of 
Jesus Christ, by Peter the preacher, ‘they were pricked in their heart’  
 (V.37), thus the experience began happening in the innermost heart.  
 
 A spontaneous question arose out of them “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do? A very relevant question all hearers of Gospel must ask 
from their heart! Because as we read in Romans 10: 17 “So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”.  Also such faith 
occurs due to the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God (John 
3: ) 
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And here starts the process of such heart experience: 
 
1.  To a call of Peter   ‘Repent ….  For the remission of sins’ (Verse 38), 
they gladly (means not by force) received the word (V. 38 & 41).  This 
spontaneous experience is further expounded by Paul in Romans 10: 9 
“That if thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall 
believe in your heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shall be saved”.  
 
By confessing with the mouth the Lord Jesus, one is accepting the 
Christ as his Master who would control every aspect of his life.  He is 
also acknowledging that Christ is not human but God who was died 
again and rose again on the third day. 
 
But, what does mean believing in heart? Believe means, first of all, to 
admit that he is a sinner. Secondly, to believe 
that Jesus Christ became a man and died in his place for sins and,  
thirdly to choose him to rule in his heart and life. Thus believing is an 
inner conviction that turns one life, base action towards change in life.   
 
No doubt this is a   heart   experience; nay a brainwash to occur without 
any compulsion, however, belief on the person and work of Jesus Christ 
is a must. 
 
 
2.  They were baptized (Acts 2: 41).  This baptism cannot be compared 
with any of the several   other baptisms as mentioned in the Bible itself.  
Believers’ Baptism is only an outward sign of an inward action that 
convincingly occurred in one’s life. The formula is very simple “Repent 
(believe) and be baptized” (Acts 2: 38, Acts 8:37, Acts 16:31), thus it is 
known as Believers’ baptism.  
 
Baptism does not save one whereas ‘faith’ in Jesus Christ only gives 
saving experience.  Baptism without belief is only as good as a bathing.   
 
There is no infant baptism and adult baptism, but only believers’ 
baptism is valid in the light of true doctrines.  Only those who believed 
were baptized and it is quite apparent that a helpless infant cannot 
believe and therefore the question of infant baptism does not arise at all, 
whatever the points are raised to justify such a wrong practice.  Belief 
demands conviction and choice, thus no compulsion is demanded. 
 
3.  The purpose of repentance and baptism was towards an experience of 
separation (Acts. 2: 40) from an untoward generation (race). This is an 
indication that everyone who truly believed must be separated from the 
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work of the darkness of the world.  True Christians are the ones who 
have ‘escaped the pollutions of the world’ (2 Pet. 2: 20).Even though they 
are ‘in the world’ (John 17:11) they are ‘not of the world’ (John 17:16) 
 
While these three pillars are more personal we see another four   
expected to be collective in togetherness.  All those who believed 
assembled together, does not matter where.  When they had assembled, 
together they experienced the unseen presence of Christ (Mathew 18:20). 
Such regular assembling forms a ‘Local church’, simple meaning of 
which is ‘local gathering of a called out people’.    
  
 
4. “They (the local church) continued steadfastly in the apostles 
doctrines” (Acts 2:42). ‘Apostles’ doctrines’ denote the New Testament 
doctrines. Even though, it has   the   OT root, all progressive revelations 
are concluded by Revelation. Today there are no new ‘prophecies’ or 
‘revelations’ as none is permitted to add or take away from the revealed 
truths of God (Rev. 22: 18 &19).    
 

However, every true believer must read, meditate, study the   already   
revealed   and concluded truths through the New Testament writers and 
must live in the light of those doctrines.   
  

Strong Bible studies are a must of a local gathering. 
 

5.  Fellowship   (Acts. 2: 42) is another purpose of a local gathering of the 
called out people.  Bible teaches both the vertical aspect of fellowship, 
that with God, as well as horizontal aspect of fellowship, that   with 
fellows believers.  Fellowship also denotes sharing of material   blessings 
as ‘an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to  God 
(Ph. 4:18).                             
 

In a local assembly each believer must be well known to each other in 
terms of their spiritual and material needs. Through fellowship believers 
express God’s love each other. 
 

6. Observing Lord’s Table (breaking of bread- Acts 2:42). Lord’s Table is 
just only a remembrance service as commanded in ICor. 11: 23 to 31).  
The called out and separated  people are expected to participate in it in 
devotion on every Lord’s Day (Acts 20:7, 1Cor. 16:2 ) to commemorate 
the trial, tribulation and death of Christ Jesus until his coming again.   
 

7. As a local church all believers must gather together and pray for 
authorities, co-believers, Lord’s work, need of others, etc.(Act. 2:42). 
 



 

www.bahrainbrethren.com 

Solace for the soulS 

Page No: 45 

These are the seven pillar doctrines which each believer to be convinced 
and observed.  While three are personal other four are collective.  
 
Let me conclude one of the greatest call of Christ “And ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).  
 
What is truth? Christ himself the truth as he said “I am the way the 
truth and the life” (John 14:6). And his ‘voice’ is the truth (John 18:37) 
His voice includes what he taught in Gospels and what he taught 
through his apostles in the epistles. No true doctrine on any issue can be 
coined together without considering the three aspects as follows: 
 
a) What he taught as recorded in the four gospels 
b) How it was practiced in the Acts of Apostles 
c) What was revealed through the apostles in the epistles. 
 
Before these golden principles no tradition, history or practices are valid. 
 
Search the truth, come back to the world of God and be liberated.   
 
Milton said “Give me liberty to know, to think and to believe, and to 
utter freely according to conscience, above all other liberties”  
 
This is the call of every soul’ ‘Let’s exercise it in its full liberty.   
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