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Yet another war in West Asia, the tidings of which are filled 

around in global media!  Whenever there is a slight movement 

in West Asia, the waves would spread to all over the world.  

Throughout the history, West Asia has been a platform of wars 

and rumors of wars.  

 

Earthquakes and Tsunamis are increasingly happening leaving 

devastating damages which goes beyond the control of modern 

science and technology.  

 

So  as the Famines and pestilence.  

 

 A natural question arise in the hearts of Biblical readers are 

“Are these the “Wars and rumors of wars”  “Earthquakes”, 

 “Famines and Pestilences” those that the Lord spoken in His 

renowned Olivet discourse while teaching the end time events. 

 

Let me tell at the outset that „No, Not at all!  What we hear and 

see are not the events that discoursed by Christ. 

 

Often this fact is misunderstood due to traditional misinterpreted 

teachings. Why it happened so?  Because, the Olive discourse 

could not be grasped and interpreted in a way it should have 

been. 

 

The record of Christ‟s renowned Olive discourse is available in 

all the three synoptic gospels.  In order to have a fundamental 

understanding on the teachings, one must read those portions 

several times. 



 

                           Mathew 24 & 25 

                           Mark 13 

                           Luke 21     

 

Not only it is necessary to be read several times, but it is 

absolutely essential to analyze it in its different perspective.   

 

The discourse is eschatological! Hence, the portions are to 

 to  scan  up  in  divergent  perspectives , viz. general , 

geographical, historical,  linguistic, cultural,  dispensational and 

of course eschatological.   

 

 

The geographical context of  Olivite Discourse     

 

Jewish temple at Jerusalem had been the symbol of religious life 

of the people of Israel.  Mount Olive is situated very near 

towards the East of the temple.  The distance between the 

temple and Mount Olive is approximately 500 meters.  Between 

the eastern wall of the old city and the lower valley of the mount 

flows Kidron brook.  Crossing the   brook that filled with 

drainage water and wastages of the city, one would be able to 

reach the lower slopes of the Mount.  At one side of the valley 

situated the Garden of Gethsemane.  Both the apex and valley of 

the Mount had been decorated with dense flora interspersed with 

age old Olive trees.  

 

The twilight evenings of Mount olive is breezy in that it 

becomes a haven of the weary. Often several retreat from the 

hassle and bustle of city to take refuge on that summit for a 

refreshing experience.  When   the chilly breeze sourced out 

from the Mediterranean bay in the west briefly touches the vista 

of the Mount, it becomes a soothing experience in that one 

would spontaneously fall in meditation.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Towards a perspective of 45 degree west lies about 45 acres of  

Temple Mount.  And alas at the southern part of the temple 

mount situated an Amazing Architectural masterpiece of the 

first century, the Jewish Temple!  

 

Those days the Jewish wise men proudly heralded   “Oh, if one 

not seen this wonderful building, ever in his life has not seen 

a unique building; a building clad with marbles of blue, 

green and red”.   

 

What an astounding  seen it was when such a unique 

architectural masterpiece showcased  in the twilight rays of snail 

paced sun  on taxi  ready to take a bath in the  western 

Mediterranean!  

 

 

Historical background of the discourse 

 

The time was nearing towards the very historical event of “But 

ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a 

murderer to be granted unto you; ( Acts 3:14). 

“  .. glory of  ….  people Israel."( Luke 2:30)  was about to be 

rejected by “ His own” (  John 1:11).   

 

The denunciation of Messiah by the Jewish race had been 

progressive.   

 

We read in Mathew 12: 22-37   that the Pharisees made an 

allegation that the demon possessed blind and mute was healed 

by Beelzebub, the chief of demons. That was total rejection of 

the deity and Lordship of Messiah...  Further when peruse 

Mathew 12:52 to 16:12, one can perceive as to how they refuted 

the Messiah together as a nation. 



   

He was rejected by the household (Mt.13:52-58).  Subsequently 

as Herod beheaded the one who came to „straight His path‟, the 

Jewish community had been expressing their fury of denial and 

thus he retreated towards a deserted place (Mt.14:13). The 

Jewish scribes and Pharisees rejected Him (Mt.15). Finally, the 

refutation climaxed on Calvary.  

 

The final week of Christ preceding his death was filled with 

extra events. On Sunday morning began his triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem from Bethphage, (Mathew 21: 1-11). And on 

Monday morning he again journeyed towards the city. On the 

way he cursed the unfruitful fig tree which was symbolic to his 

expression of feelings towards the unfruitfulness of the nation of 

Israel. Thus, they were reminded the curses stipulated in 

Deuteronomy 28 if denounced the laws of God. He got into the 

temple and cleansed His Father‟s house.  His activities on 

Tuesday and Wednesday are recorded in Mathew 21: 23 to 

26:16 and its parallel passages in Mark 11:27 to 13: 14-37 as 

well as Luke 20 to 21:36.  We read in Mathew 23:23 that he 

entered the temple and in 24:1 that He left the temple.  Thus, the 

ministries of Jesus from Sunday until Wednesday were in and 

around the city of Jerusalem, very particularly in and around the 

temple.   

 

The words of Jesus, prior to his departure from the temple were 

of great dispensational significance.  We read in Mathew 23: 

37-39 “ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 

prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how 

often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a 

hen gathered her chickens under her wings, and ye would 

not. Behold, your house is left you desolate. For I say unto 

you, ye shall not see me henceforth”  

 

 

After these very emotional words, Jesus left the temple  



(Mathew 24:1).  Behold! „The Glory of Israel‟ (Luke 2:30) left 

from His house with great hesitation. 

 

In time past as well „The Glory” left the temple several times. It 

was history that “The glory is departed from Israel: because the 

ark of God was taken…..”  (1 Samuel 4:21).  And in Psalms 

78:60 we read that “ So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, 

the tent which he placed among men ( Psalms 78:60).  However, 

in I King 8: 10 & 11 we see how „The Glory” came back and 

began to dwell as the Temple was dedicated.   

 

Prior to the destruction of temple in B.C. 586, “….   the glory of 

the Lord went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the 

mountain which is on the east side of the city  

 (Ez.11:23). And the glory left the temple on that day shall 

return and again dwell in the millennium temple, which is yet 

futuristic.  And it is also history that whenever „The Glory‟ of 

God left from them, they also confronted destructions and 

tribulations. 

 

Thus in Mathew 24:1,   the same „Glory „ left the temple, thus a 

destruction to the city could be imminent!. 

 

Mathew recorded “    And Jesus went out, and departed from 

the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the 

buildings of the temple.  And Jesus said unto them, See ye 

not all these things? Verily I say unto you, there shall not be 

left here one stone upon another that shall not be thrown 

down. (Mathew 24: 1 & 2) 

 

Mark‟s narration was slightly different “And as he went out of 

the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Master, see 

what manner of stones and what buildings are here! 

(Mark 13:1) 

 

And let‟s see how Luke put it up “And as some spake of the 

temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts….” 



(Luke 21:5) 

 

Even though differently expressed, in essence, these questions 

are same and spontaneously caused the very revelation of    

momentous dispensational truths directly from the lips of the 

Son of God.   

 

Christ‟s reply contains a prophetical warning towards a 

catastrophic event yet to be occurred in Jerusalem after 37 years, 

i.e. in AD 70.  

 

Mathew recorded in 24:2 “And Jesus said unto them, See ye 

not all these things? Verily I say unto you, there shall not be 

left here one stone upon another that shall not be thrown 

down”.  

 

Mark penned by the inspiration in 13: 2 “And Jesus answering 

said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings? There shall 

not be left one stone upon another that shall not be thrown 
down.” 

 

And Luke carved on 21:6 “As for these things you behold, the 

days will come in which there shall not left one stone upon 

another that shall not be thrown down.”  

 

 

Temple History 

 

We read in 2 Chron.7:16 “For now have I chosen and 

sanctified this house that my name may be there for ever: 

and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually” 

 

Nevertheless, by passing of the time, when the People of God 

turned their face against God, the Temple was destroyed by 

B.C.586. 

 



However, after the seventy years of exile, about 50,000 of 

returned Jews reconstructed the temple at the same plot where 

the first temple situated under the leadership of Zerubabel.  

 

By the set of B.C., Judea and Jerusalem fell under the control of 

Roman imperialism.  Rome always devised a tactful strategy of 

extending its sovereign authority over nations by delegation of 

power through the local Rulers of the invaded.  It is in such a 

historical setting we must view the rule of Herod the Great over 

the Jewish community who had been anointed by Rome by B.C. 

40 as a puppet king.  At the time of the birth of Jesus Christ, his 

reign was going on.   New Testament sheds light into the 

historical fact that after his death in AD 14, his four sons ruled 

in various capacities under the authority of Rome.   

 

Herod the Great was not at all an acceptable ruler to the Jews.  

However, he tried his level best to please them and on   such a 

process he devised a master plan to modify the temple which 

was the nervous system of Jewish religious system.  Thus, the 

second temple built under the leadership of Zerubabel had 

undergone several renovations, refurbishing and extensions. 

The height and width of the temple was doubled and   polished 

Italian marble was used to clad the exterior walls.  

 

The fifth chapter of the 5
th

 book of the historical book “War of 

Jews”, penned by the first century Jewish historian Flavious 

Josephus has been a work of historiography high worth to be 

read in such a context. Josephus graphed such a great work after 

having seen live the modifications of the monument.   

 

The extended and modified temple had several features and 

additions comparing to the original temple.  “Court for 

Women” facilitating the women to watch temple worship was 

such an extra feature.  A separate gallery known as the “ Court 

of Gentiles‟ was also added  for  the gentile visitors to 

Jerusalem, who only heard of  the glory of the temple,  could 

stand and watch the temple worship.   



 

Quoted below is a notable portion from the 5
th

 chapter of the 5
th

 

book of „Wars of the Jews”: 

 

“ When you go through these ( first) cloisters, unto the 

second( court of the)  temple, there was a partition made of 

stone all round, whose height was three cubits: its 

construction was elegant; upon it stood pillars, at equal 

distances from one another declaring the law of purity, some 

in Greek and some in Roman letters, that “ NO 

FOREIGNER SHOULD GO WITHIN THAT 

SANCTUARY” for that second ( court of the) temple was 

called “ the sanctuary” ( The author could see the stone 

engraved warning discovered by archeologists during 20
th

 

century and displayed in the Archeological Research museum of 

Dallas Theological Seminary)  

 

Here is a „middle wall of partition; the middle wall that 

separates the Jew and Gentiles.  Could be the scene was in the 

mind of Paul when he penned Eph 2:14. “For he is our peace, 

who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle 

wall of partition between us”.  

 

It is about such temple that Jesus forewarned that „there shall 

not be left one stone upon the other‟ (Mathew 24:2).  

Students of biblical history are familiar as to how this prophecy 

literally fulfilled in history by AD 70 April.  The temple was 

destroyed by the Roman battalion rushed in the city to suppress 

the Jewish Revolution under the leadership of Titus who was 

also the heir apparent of Vespacian, then Ceaser in power. 

 

 As predicted by Jesus, the temple was fire destroyed „not be left 

one stone upon the other‟.  The imperial army prior to entering 

the city of Jerusalem heard a rumor that Herod when built the 

temple used gold mixed mortar in order to make the 

construction strong and grant.  The army men in search of gold 

jack hammered each stone and also put fire anticipating gold 



mix to come out; thus each stone had to be removed without the 

army perceived the divine prediction of the perfect Son of God 

some 37 years before!  

 

Historian Josephus who was an eyewitness had given 

the tearful description  of  the catastrophic events that  became 

part of the 5
th

 chapter of the 5
th

 book of „ Wars of the Jews‟.   

 

The temple was destroyed on August 10, of AD 70.  According 

to the Jewish calendar, the first temple was also got fire 

destroyed on August 10, B.C. 586.   

 

A legend has been a talk of the town at Jerusalem since the 

destruction of the temple.  While the temple had been burned up 

and about to be destroyed, a Levite priest climbed upon to one 

of the towers, and raised his two hands said “Now, 

Yah-weh, as thou found us unworthy to safeguard thy House, 

until we become again counted by thee worthy to safeguard thy 

House, here is the cluster of keys of the Holiest of Holies which 

thou might kindly accept”  The keys cluster thrown up was 

grasped by a „Hand‟, (?) the legend says! 

 

Reverse to the text 

 

Jesus left the temple. Stepped down from the eastern high wall 

of the city (old wall of Jerusalem which still remains over there) 

and walked across the Kidron brook, He climbed the valley 

towards the Mount summit.  Though hidden in the heart of 

ominiscient Son of God the forthcoming destruction of city of 

Jerusalem and the temple, sure the accompanying disciples were 

totally confused on the words they heard from him while leaving 

the temple.   

 

It is in such a context; let‟s enter into the Olive discourse of 

Christ which bears high gravity of eschatological importance.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

THE OLIVITE DISCOURSE 

 

Here takes place an eschatological high level summit upon the 

breezy summit of Mount Olive.  

 

In Mathew 24:3 we see that the disciples asking two questions. 

 

First Question “Tell us, when shall these things be?” 

 

Second Question“And what shall be the signs of thy coming, 

and of the end of the World”? 

 

 It must be borne in mind that the Olivet discourse dispersedly 

found  in all the three synoptic gospels ( Mathew, Mark and 

Luke) is based on the above  two questions. 

 

Before we proceed better we try to understand the Jewish 

communication customs those days.  In ancient Semitic tongues, 

if asked more than one question, the answer first received is for 

the last and not the first as in English or any other languages.  

Mathew, who was a Jew, recorded the answers to the above 

questions in such an order.  Hence, the answer of first question 

“Tell us, when these things shall be” is not recorded by Mathew 

in His Gospel (Ch. 24 & 25) or by Mark while he recorded the 

discourse in Mark 13.   

 

Only Luke recorded and incorporated Christ‟s answer to the first 

question as find in Luke 21: 20-24 which will be taken for our 

discussions later on. 

 

 However, only the answer of the second question “And what 

shall be the signs of thy coming, and of the end of the 

World” is well recorded by Mathew and Mark.   



 

Due to lack of such knowledge of Semitic communication 

culture several interpreters got into misleading conclusions. 

 

Let‟s, however, analyze the first question and its answer.  

 

OLIVE DISCOURSE PROPER 

 

 

The disciples asked two questions as recorded in Mathew 24:3. 

 

First Question...  “Tell us, when these shall be?” Indeed 

implied in the question is an answer on the pin pointed time of 

the destruction of the temple which their indicated in his 

prediction.  

 

Before proceeding on with our discussions, let us analyze a 

point of general nature of Prophecies.   

 

No prophecy would reveal the exact pin pointed time or hour of 

its fulfillment, even though the general time sphere of its 

fulfillments are indicated through certain preceding signs.   The 

perfect example is the prediction concerning the time sphere of 

the „Glorious Appearance‟ of Christ as predicted by  Christ and 

recorded in Mathew 24: 36 “  But of that day and hour 

knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my 

Father only”.   Here we can witness as to how the exact hour is 

hidden even though Christ indicated several preceding signs to 

be fulfilled prior to that „hour‟. 

 

Similarly, the exact year, month, or day of the destruction of 

Jersusalem was not revealed.  You may ask the question „Why 

so‟? 

 

It is history that after a period of 38 years during AD 70 the 

prophecy was fulfilled.  However, the Lord has not revealed that 

after a period of 38 years it would be fulfilled.  Because, it was 



in His foreknowledge that  those 52 days later from the time of 

his predictions subject to our discussions, the birth of His 

Church should take place on the Day of Pentecost.  The first 

Local Church as a prototype of the Universal Church then to be 

born would be situated at Jerusalem.  We read in Ac 5:42 “And 

daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to 

teach and preach Jesus Christ”  

 

Thus, the Church was established and grew further at Jerusalem 

which is the centre of the whole earth.  The Temple facilitated 

the church to assemble and grow.  Had the Son of God revealed 

the precise date and time of the destruction of the temple that 

would have been a confusing obstacle to Believers of the early 

stage of the Church.  Omniscient Christ, foreknowing the fact, 

thus did not give a precise date in His answer to the first 

question “Tell us, when these shall be”. 

 

However, certain signs and features of the destruction of 

Jerusalem were included in His answer.  We read the answer of 

Christ only in Luke 21: 20-24 as follows: 

 

Lu 21:20 ¶ and when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with 

armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 

 

 21 Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; 

and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let 

not them that are in the countries enter there in to. 

 

22 for these be the days of vengeance, that all things which 

are written may be fulfilled. 

1 

 

 23 but woes unto them that are with child and to them that 

give suck, in those days!  for there shall be great distress in 

the land, and wrath upon this people. 

 



 24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be 

led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 

trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 

be fulfilled. 

 

As discussed before, these predictions of Christ was 

subsequently fulfilled during A.D.70.   

 

The historical background setting of events of the mass 

destruction of Jerusalem during AD 70 are available in the 

historiography work of Josephus “Wars of the Jews”.   „Zealots‟ 

were the Jewish „Naxilite‟ movement in Judea, emerged as a 

revolutionary force secretly formed with an intensive intention 

to drive away Romans from the Holy Land. They made several 

secret conspiracies and preparations against the Herodian Local 

Rulers as well as the foreign occupation of Rome. Remember 

that one of the Disciples of Christ Simeon himself was a 

„Zealot‟. During  the time of Christ they\became very powerful 

and by AD. 68 they leashed out several internal revolutions.   

 

Since A.D.68, there took place several civil wars between the 

Jewish Zealots and Roman Legions marched from Syria as 

Commissioned by Rome.  Zealots who took over the control of 

the city of Jerusalem closed down all Gates, thus blocking 

 Supply of food and provisions.  Due to scarcity of food, people 

started loot and kill each other in addition to the Zealots 

plundering of each home in the city. The inmates of the city 

became totally distressed due to poverty and pestilence and 

famine.   

 

Here is an excerpt from „The Wars of the Jews‟ by the non-

Christian, Jewish Historian who was an eye witness of the 

catastrophic scenario during A.D.70 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Book 5 – Chapter 12 – Section 3. The Wars of the Jews.  

 

“So all hope of escaping was now cut off from the Jews, 

together with their liberty of going out of the city.  They did 

the famine widen its progress, and devoured the people by 

whole houses and families; the upper rooms were full of 

women and children that were dying by famine; and the 

lanes of the city were full of the dead bodies of the aged; the 

children also and the young men wandered about the 

market places like shadows, all swelled with the famine, and 

fell down dead wheresoever their misery seized them.  As for 

burying them, those that were sick themselves were not able 

to do it; and those that were hearty and well were deterred 

from doing it by the great multitude of those dead bodies, 

and by the uncertainty there was how soon  they should die 

themselves, for many died as they were burying others, and 

many went to their coffins before that fatal hour was come.” 

 

Readers are invited to read the whole of Book 5 & 6 of „The 

Wars of the Jews‟ for similar incidents lively recorded by the 

great first century historian, perfect examples of fulfillment of 

Jesus‟ predictions subject to our discussion.   

 

Not only Christ himself prophesied that the Jews would undergo 

such catastrophic events.  In general, God also spoke earlier 

through Moses of the curses that would be imposed upon the 

people of God if they depart from the commandments of God. 

 

Let‟s look into one such another portion and see how 

fulfillments of such warnings became history as recorded by 

Josephus himself during AD.70 events.   

 

 



Warnings in Deuteronomy Chapter 28: 55, 56&57 

 

56 So that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his 

children whom he shall eat:  because he hath nothing left 

him in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine 

enemies shall distress thee in all thy gates. 

 

De 28:56 The tender and delicate woman among you, which 

would not adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the 

ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil 

toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and 

toward her daughter, 

 

 57 And toward her young one that cometh out from 

between her feet, and toward her children which she shall 

bear: for she shall eat them for want of all things secretly in 

the siege and straightness, wherewith thine enemy shall 

distress thee in thy gates.   

 

 

And here below is an excerpt from „The Wars of the Jews‟. 

Book 6.  Chapter 4: 203 to 210.   

 

Josephus the historian who live witnessed the catastrophic 

events brings out a real story of a Jewish woman and his child 

during the siege of the city during A.D.70.  

 

 “ This put the poor woman into a very great passion, and by 

the frequent reproaches and imprecations she cast at these 

rapacious villains, she had provoked them to anger against 

her; but none of them, either herself, or out of 

commiseration of her case, would take away her life; and if 

she found any food, she perceived her labors were for others, 

and not for herself; and it was now become impossible for 

her anyway to find any more food, while the famine pieced 

through her very now to a degree beyond the famine itself; 

nor did she consult with anything but with her passion and 



the necessity she was in. She then attempted a most 

unnatural thin; and snatching up her son, who was a child 

sucking at her breast, she said 

 

 “Oh! Thou miserable infant! For whom shall I preserve 

thee in this war, this famine, and this sedition? As to the war 

with the Romans, if they preserve our lives, we just be 

slaves! This famine also will destroy us, even before that 

slavery comes upon us:-  yet are these seditious rogues more 

terrible than both the other.  Come on; be thou my food, and 

be thou a fury to these  seditious valets and a byword to the 

world, which is all that is now wanting to complete the 

calamities of us Jews “  

 

As soon as she had said this she slew here son; and then 

roasted him, and ate the one of half of him, and kept the 

other half of her concealed.  Upon this the seditious came in 

presently and smelling the horrid scent of this food, they 

threatened her, that they would cut her throat immediately  

if she did not show then what food she had gotten ready.  

She replied that she had saved a very fine portion of it for 

them; and withal uncovered what was left of her son.  

Hereupon they were seized with a horror and amazement of 

mind, and stood astonished at the sight; when she said to 

them “This is mine own doing! Come; eat of this food; for I 

have eaten of it myself”  

 

Is it not the literal fulfillment of the warnings given through 

Moses in Deut.28: 56, 57 & 58 and recorded in secular 

historiography?  

 

Tidings reached at the throne of Rome where Caesar Vespasian 

held his super power.  It has been assessed that the Syrian 

Legion lost their control to suppress the revolution.  Thus, 

during April AD.70, four more legions of Army were 

commissioned to the Holy Land under the heroic leadership of  

 



 

Titus son of Vespasian was the one who decorated the position 

as Commander in Chief of the Caesar.   

 

Titus Ceaser made ready his 10
th

 legion upon Olive Mount, 12
th

 

and 15
th

 legion upon Scopus Mountains and the 5
th

 legion were 

ordered to remain as a reserve force.  Thus, the predictions of 

Christ in Luke 21:20 “¶ and when ye shall see Jerusalem 

compassed with armies, then know that the desolation 

thereof is nigh” became history.  

 

Serious students of prophecies may go through the 5
th

 and 6
th

 

Book of „Wars of the Jews‟ by Josephus to have a complete 

description of the events that happened by AD.70 which was the 

fulfillments of Luke 21:20-24.   

 

As per the account of the first century Historian Josephus, by the 

time the revolution was suppressed, 600,000 corpses of Jews 

were brought out from the city.   The very attractive green and 

blossomed Jerusalem and its surrounding areas became a heap 

of stones and dust as prophesied by Christ in Mt 23:38 

“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate”.  And the 

„Times of Gentiles” commenced when Jerusalem was subdued 

by King Nebuchadnezzar in B.C. 586 was reinforced its 

continuity by the Gentiles trodden down Jerusalem (Luke 

21:24). 

 

Thus the first question of Disciples “Tell us, when these shall 

be?” was answered by Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND QUESTION OF THE DISCIPLIES 

 

 And what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 

the world?” Luke 21:    
 

Jews always sought for signs as we see in I Cor.1:22.  Seeking 

for signs are always due to unbelief as we derive from  

 I Cor.14:22, Mathew 12:38 & 39.  

 

Even though the Disciples believed that Christ is indeed the 

Messiah, His second coming would have been matter of doubt   

to them. Thus, probably they must have asked for the signs.  

 

 And what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 

the world?”  Which coming? 

 

Students of Bible prophecies are familiar with the two Phases of 

Christ‟s coming – the Rapture and Glorious Appearance.  

 

Rapture is coming in the mid-air for His Church (I Thess. 4: 

16&17) and Glorious Appearance is His descend upon Mount 

Olive (Zech 14:4) for the sake of the nation of Israel. It is also 

familiar that between those two future events hidden a period of 

seven years.   

 

The quizzers were the disciples who were brought up in the Old 

Testament context and background. At the time when they asked 

these questions, their knowledge on the second coming of 

Messiah was limited to the information they had from the O.T. 

prophets such as Daniel, Zechariah, and Isaiah etc. And filled in 

their writings were only the „Glorious Appearance‟ and not 



Rapture.  Truths concerning rapture, since it was for the Church, 

have been an unrevealed mystery in the Old Testament Books.  

Even at the point when the disciples were with Christ at the 

Olive summit, rapture was unrevealed to them. 

 

As we have discussed, the Olivet discourse occurred on the 

Wednesday of Christ‟s Passion Week.  Only during His parting 

message in the night of Passover Thursday, Christ indicated his 

first revelation on Rapture (John 14: 1, 2 & 3).  Such a 

revelation was not on a Jewish context, whereas, purely in the 

context of the Church.  The truth was revealed first time to the 

Apostles who became the foundation stones of the Church.  

Subsequently after such a revelation of Christ Paul further 

amplified the doctrine of rapture in I Thess. 4: 16-17, Phil. 3:20, 

etc.  

 

Thus conclusively, at the time when they asked their second 

question, the disciples were totally ignorant on the coming of 

Christ for His Church.  Therefore, when the disciples used the 

terminology „thy coming‟   they naturally intended the coming 

of Messiah for the nation of Israel which would be the Glorious 

Appearance and not Rapture. 

 

The portion of Olivite discourse recorded in Mathew 24 & 25 

was based on the second question of the disciples which was 

focused on the Glorious Appearance. It must be specially noted 

that all the parallel passages in synoptic gospels contain the 

events and signs that would occur prior to the Glorious 

Appearance and not prior to Rapture.  
 

Signs are meant for unbelievers and not meant for Believers.  

Therefore, Christ did not teach that prior to the Rapture, which 

is the snatching up for Believers, any signs would be seen.  

 

Inasmuch as both questions of the disciples were concerning 

the Jewish nation  and since the Jews have been an 

Unbelieving generation ( ethnos)  who always sought for 



signs and miracles,   several signs and miracles are included 

in the answer of Christ  to be fulfilled prior to His Glorious 

Appearance for Jews.  

 

In like manner all signs included in the answer of Christ to the 

first question of disciples as recorded in Luke 21:20-24 was 

fulfilled prior to destruction of Jerusalem (which affected the 

Jewish nation), the signs and miracles contain in the answer of 

second question of disciples are to be fulfilled prior to the 

Glorious Appearance of Christ (for the Jewish nation).  

 

Thus, no way the signs predicted as seen in the Olive 

discourse of Christ are meant to be fulfilled prior to Rapture 

which is His coming for the Church comprised of only 

Believers who are expected only to believe and not seek  or 

wait for any signs as unbelievers.   

 

Those signs such as wars, rumors of wars, pestilence, 

famines, earthquakes, etc. as we find in the Olive discourse 

are not to be connected with the Rapture. They are specific 

events to take place during the gap of seven years between 

Rapture and Glorious Appearance as further amplified in 

Revelation 6 to 19.   

 

Therefore,  current events and day to day happenings such 

as wars and conflicts in the middle east, earthquakes, 

pestilence, famines or even appearance of False teachers, are 

not necessarily any indication towards rapture of the 

Church. Because no signs are predicted as mandatory to the 

Christ‟s coming for His Church.   

 

 Highlighting and presenting progressive statistics on such 

current events and connecting it with the coming of Christ 

are as a result of total misinterpretation of the Prophecies. 

Such tendencies are not at all in accordance with the correct 

interpretation of Bible prophecies  which would lead to gross 

misunderstandings.  There have been wars, rumors of wars, 



pestilence, famines, earthquakes, etc. throughout the history 

which continues even during this modern age. However, 

statistics of such incidents would have no connection with the 

very specific such happenings Christ predicted prior to His 

Glorious Appearance.    

 

Christ‟s coming for the Church would be imminent which is 

also secret as it concerns only with His own people who are 

redeemed by His own Blood, and nothing to do with the 

public.  

 

RESEMBLANCES AND VARIATIONS  

 

Very careful consideration of the Olivet discourse would reveal 

that the predicted sings to precede the Glorious Appearance of 

Christ has resemblance to the predicted signs that already 

fulfilled prior to the A.D.70 destruction of Jerusalem and 

dispersion of Jews.  

 

For example: 

 

Predictions of Christ on Destruction of Jerusalem in answer to 

the first Question “Tell us, when these things shall be?” was 

recorded only by Luke and not by Mathew or Mark.  

 

 Lu 21:20 ¶ "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by 

armies, then know that its desolation is near. 

 

21 "Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, 

let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those 

who are in the country enter her. 

 22   “For these are the days of vengeance, that all things 

which are written may be fulfilled. 

 23     "But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 

are nursing babies in those days!  For there will be great 

distress in the land and wrath upon this people. 



24 “And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be 

led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will 

be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles 

are fulfilled. 

 

We have already discussed the fulfillment of these verses by 

A.D.70 which is history. 

 

Now let‟s compare these wordings with the answer of  

Christ to the second question of disciples to be fulfilled 

proceeding to the Glorious Appearance of Christ. Even though 

there are several resemblances, variations in description and 

presentations are also quite evident.    

 

 

Mathew 24:16 to 21 

 

Mt 24:16 "then let those who are in Judea flee to the 

mountains. 

17 "Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take 

anything out of his house. 

 

 18 "And let him who is in the field not go back to get his 

clothes. 

 

 19 "But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who 

are nursing babies in those days  

 

 20 "And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on 

the Sabbath. 

 

21  “For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not 

been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor 

ever.  

 

Also refer the parallel portion in Mark 13: 14-18 predicted in the 

context of „Abomination of Desolation spoken by Daniel‟  



(Verse 14) referring to a very specific future event when 

forthcoming Anti-Christ shall carry out his Satan empowered 

activities as read in Revelation Chapter 13.   

 

 

But our question is why such resemblances in description for 

two different events to take place with a gap of several 

hundred or thousand of years? 

 

Making the Biblical prophecies subject to study and analysis, its 

general nature can be skimmed up. In our context, let us view 

few such natures.   

 

First of all, the events to take place in different sphere of time  

are prophesied and recorded together in a manner that the reader 

might be led to think that the events are continuous and 

consecutive without any gap of time element.  The gap of ages 

and time are often hidden.  This scenario can be compared as to 

two great mountains far from each other but when one view it 

afar would not be able to see the depth and width of the valleys 

between the two.   

 

Secondly, While same nature of prophecies would fulfill as 

events at different points of age with hundreds or thousand years 

of gap, such events would have more or less same nature or with 

similar signs and backgrounds.  

 

Several examples can be quoted from Bible prophecies and 

history to justify the above conclusions. 

 

Therefore, the texts we have seen above in Luke 21: 20-24 that 

had its fulfillment by A.D. 70 have resembling descriptions with 

the Text seen in Mathew 24: 16-21 which are going to be 

fulfilled before the Glorious Appearance of Christ.  But they 

are different events with a gap of several thousands of years.  

 



To the second question of the Disciples, the Lord explained 

the preceding signs and events prior to His Glorious 

Appearance in his Olive Discourse.   He was also pleased to 

show an amplified vision of the same events he predicted to 

His beloved Disciple which is recorded in Revelation 6 to 19.   

TEXTS  BECAME SUBJECT OF 

MISINTERPRETATIONS  

 

Having analyzed the background of Olivite speech thus far, 

let‟s now look into certain portions seemingly deserve 

clarifications. 

 

1. Mathew 24: 5  “For many shall come in my name, 

saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many”   

 

Presenting the career of several „False Christs‟ appears in the 

society in these days, there seems to be a tendency to establish 

that the coming of Christ is nigh.  Let‟s discuss whether this 

tendency is correct or not. 

 

All ages in the history witnessed „False Christ‟s‟ and „False 

Prophets‟.  This is a socio-historical fact that whenever the 

society confronts with a crisis or chaos, it is common that 

pretending „saviors‟ would arise.  

 

Even almost at the end of the first century itself, John the 

beloved disciple of Christ had warned  the Christian Church on 

the career of  „many anti-Christ‟s‟ ( I John 2:18) and  „many 

false prophets‟ ( I John 4:1) already within the Churches of 

God.  If there had been such False Christs and False prophets  

lived and worked even during the apostolic period, Church 

History reveals that there had been several of them throughout 

the history.  And also it is true that the contemporary and future 

church too suffer due their career with misleading doctrines and 

doings. 

 



Paul revealed  in 2 Theses 2: 27 that all these  „ many anti 

Christ‟ as seen in I John  2:18 have been discharging their false 

career by the spirit of  a specific  „ the wicked‟  Anti-Christ who 

would appear in future prior to the Glorious appearance of 

Christ whose career and work is prophesied in Revelation 

Chapter 13. Again John revealed that not only the one specific 

Anti-Christ who would appear in future , whosoever „ denies the 

Father and the Son‟ are also „Anti-Christ‟ ( Ist John 2: 22). John 

further taught that it is in the spirit of Anti-Christ that one denies 

confessing that Jesus Christ is not from God (Its John 4:1). 

 

Even though there had been many False Christ throughout the 

history of the Church, in accordance with 2 Theses 2:7, when  

„The Restrainer‟ who is the Holy Spirit shall cease His 

permanent ministry on earth by rapture, a very specific Anti-

Christ shall emerge (Rev. 13: 1-17). To prophetical students he 

is known as Roman Anti-Christ.   Similarly though there had 

been several False Prophets throughout the history, a very 

specific „False Prophet‟ shall appear (Rev. 13:11).  He is known 

among prophetical students as the Jewish Anti-Christ.  

 

Jewish Historian Josephus recorded that preceding to the mass 

destruction of Jerusalem during A.D. 70, there were several 

False Messiahs appeared. However, we read in Rev. 6:2 that 

before almost seven years to the Glorious Appearance of Christ 

the Anti-Christ shall emerge assuring a pseudo peace.  For 

another three and a half years of period his career would be very 

peaceful and acceptable to the World nations.  However,  

Rev. 6: 3 teaches that by the mid of the seven year period, he 

would become an autocratic Dictator to unleash bloody wars. 

 

During these periods of chaos and confusions after the rapture of 

Christ and during the tenure of Anti-Christ, there shall arise 

several working in the spirit of Anti-Christ and they shall put the 

then Jewish Societies in a gross misunderstanding that they are 

the true Messiah.   Because it would be a time the Jewish nation 

craves for the true Messiah as they would undergo through the 



terrific iron rule of Anti-Christ, several shall tend to believe in 

such pseudo saviors.  It is about such Christ predicted and 

warned in Mathew 24:5 & 24:24.   

 

 

 

Therefore, presenting the statistics of False Christs or False 

Messiahs or even False Prophets of these centuries, it is not 

correct to establish that such  are the signs of  coming of 

Christ.  

 

 

2. Mathew 24:6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of 

wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things 

must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

 

Mathew 24:7 (a) For nation shall rise against nation, 

and       kingdom against kingdom:  

 

Also read parallel passages such as Luke 21:9&10 and  

Mark 13:7&8. 

 

 Which war? When to happen?  Which rumors of wars   

and when to hear? 

 

A tendency and practice is seen in eloquent eschatological 

discourses that emotions of common believers are stirred 

up by teaching that the current Middle Eastern conflicts 

and wars are the signs of the coming of the Second 

Coming of Jesus Christ.  Let‟s look whether it is right or 

not. 

 

Jesus stated these verses under consideration in his answer 

to the second question of Disciples.  And we have already 

concluded that the signs included in the answer of second 

questions are to be seen during the seven year period 

before the Glorious Appearance of Christ on Mount Olive.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

As per Daniel 9:27 this seven year period is divided into 

two segments; the pseudo peace period that ruled by Anti 

Christ for the first half of three and a half years and 

another three and a half years of bloody wars and mass 

destructions.  

 

  

Anti Christ who shall become a bloody dictator 

(Revelation Chapter 6: 4) shall create a grave situation 

towards   the Final Wars.  As per Daniel Chapter 11:40-44, 

the World Nations shall line up in Four Main 

confederations and shall march towards the Holy Land. 

And such conflicts and movements shall finally climax in 

the bloody war of Armageddon as described in Revelation 

20:20&21.     

   

Very specifically it is about these wars and the related 

rumors of wars that Christ predicted in His Olive 

Discourse.   

 

All  political and strategic movements that currently  

going on in  Middle East  and World nations  focusing the 

nation of Israel which caught its momentum and got 

accelerated  from the beginning  of 20
th

 century, may set 

the stage towards the catastrophic World War going to 

happen during the seven year period prior to the Glorious 

Appearance.   

 

History has stories of numerous wars, rumors of wars and 

conflicts and violence between ethnic clans. The situation is 

continuing as a dark spot even in these eras of modern history. 



However, such wars and conflicts are not the signs which Christ 

predicted.  When He said „Wars and rumors of wars‟, he 

specifically pointed out towards the Final wars which would 

climax in Armageddon.   

 

 

 

 

 

A historical comparison 

 

Let‟s go back for a moment to the events that apexed in the 

destruction of Jerusalem by A.D.70 about which Christ 

prophesied in Luke 20: 20 to 24.  

 

Prior to several decades prior to the culmination of the mass 

destruction there had been   several conflicts that set the stage of 

the show. Related problems commenced even by the closing 

years of B.C.  During B.C. 40 as Rome appointed Herod the 

Great without the consensus of the Jews as their King the 

Zealots united themselves and started sowing seeds of conflicts 

among the Jewish communities. By A.D. they became so strong 

and increasingly continued in violence against Roman 

occupation. Regional tension increased as Rome tried to 

suppress such movements.  During this course of period there 

were several strategic movements and conflicts.  However, the 

specific fulfillment of prophetical sign that Christ predicted in 

Luke 21:20 “And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed 

with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh” 

was not very specifically fulfilled until A.D. 70 April when four 

legions of Roman troops encompassed Jerusalem. 

 

Similarly, as the nation of Israel had been rising in West Asia, 

there had been several wars and conflicts.  All conflicts and 

wars in West Asia during the 20
th

 and 21
st
 centuries are one way 

or the other connected with the nation of Israel.  Strategic plans 

and political movements of neighboring nations are somehow 



focused on „wiping away‟ Israel; the latest being the nuclear 

plan of Iran.  Even though these wars and rumors of wars would 

be leading towards the final events predicted in the Book of 

Revelation, they are not the very specific „wars and rumors of 

wars‟ predicted by Christ.  As discussed earlier, the predictions 

indicate towards the wars and rumors of wars prior to the great 

war of Armageddon.  

 

 

3. Mathew 24:7 (b) ….. and there shall be famines, and 

pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places” 

 

Famines, pestilences and earthquakes are the three signs 

predicted. 

 

Lot of data from history is normally presented to establish that 

they are all the signs of coming of Christ. Correct interpretation 

of these verses would lead us to think otherwise. 

 

Always wars are followed by famines.   Pestilences are also part 

of wars and consequence of famines.  

 

 We read in Revelation 6: 4, that the „mother of wars‟ began 

under the bloody dictatorship of Anti Christ. Verse 5 & 6 give 

the indication of famines. Verse 8 indicates towards the 

pestilences to follow.  It is about these specific famines and 

pestilences that to come during the specific period prior to the 

Glorious appearance of Christ is predicted in the above verse.  

 

Similarly, earthquakes had been throughout the history and even 

are in this modern history including Tsunamis beyond the 

control of any super man.  

 

But Jesus predicted on the very specific earthquakes to happen 

during the closing years towards Armageddon. 

 



Revelation 6” 12 & 13 further amplifies the picture. The 

earthquake that John observed are yet to happen in a most 

scientifically and technologically era. Therefore, several 

eschatological teachers suggest that the earthquakes predicted 

there are not necessarily the natural ones, whereas it could be 

artificial earthquakes such as atomic explosions. Because, 

results of earthquake as described in following verses of 13, 14 

& 15, etc. have resemblance with the results of an Atomic 

Explosion.  

Alas! Technologically and scientifically world is ready towards 

such scenarios.  

 

4. Mathew 24:12 and because iniquity shall abound, the   

love of many shall wax cold. 

13 but he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 

saved. 

These verses are often misinterpreted towards questioning the 

security of salvation of the Believers of the period of Grace. 

 

Strict analysis would reveal that these verses are meant for the 

Believers at the time of the seven year Tribulation period.  

Revelation 7: 5&8 reveals on the preaching of the „Gospel of 

Kingdom‟ (not the Gospel of Grace preached today) by 144,000 

Jewish Missionaries.  Due to their preaching numerous men and 

women both from Jewish and Gentile communities shall come 

to the saving experience.  Those believers shall refuse to receive 

the mark of Anti Christ as we read in Revelation 13: 16 & 17 

shall be severely persecuted by the hosts of Anti Christ. Due to 

such harnessing troubles there are chances of several such 

Tribulation believers becoming „wax cold‟. But Christ 

admonishes them to „endure‟ such until „the end‟.     

 

5. Mt 24: and this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 

in the entire world for a witness unto all nations; and 

then shall the end come. 

 



This verse also was made subject to wrong interpretations and 

teaches that Christ‟s coming is delayed because the preaching of 

Gospel is not complete all over in the World.   

 

Dispensational doctrine teaches us that presently the economy of 

Grace in progress. During this economy ( period of specific plan 

of God)  it is preached the „Gospel of Grace‟ called by Paul as 

„Gospel of Christ‟ in Galatians 1:7 and defined well in 2 Tim 2: 

8 as  „ My Gospel‟“ Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed 

of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel”. 

 

But, „Gospel of Kingdom‟ is to be perceived differently than the 

„Gospel of Grace‟.  John the Baptist is the one who started 

preaching the „Gospel of Kingdom.  We read in Mathew 3: 2 

that “….. Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”.  

And the message was repeated by the Messiah himself in 

Matthew 4:23, 9:35, etc. during the enhancing years of His 

public ministry.  

 

 In Mathew Chapter 12 we see how the Messiah who came to 

establish the Kingdom of Heaven had been rejected by „his own‟ 

Jewish community accused of blasphemy and questioning His 

Lordship. Since then „The Gospel of Kingdom‟ was suspended 

to be preached and Christ started communicating the very truth 

of „Kingdom of Heaven‟ as a spiritual mystery to be remained 

among the true Believers of Christ, which is the theme of the 

parables in Mathew 13.  

 

Prophets such as Daniel and Isaiah had earlier predicted on a 

Physical Kingdom to be established and ruled by the Messiah 

which is normally known as the Millennium.  Such plan of God 

was suspended and adjourned for a future period due to the 

rejection of Messiah by the nation of Israel.  However, the future 

reality of the Millennium remains as a „Spiritual mystery‟ 

hidden to the “wise and prudent (of the World) and hast 

revealed them unto babes (believers) (Mathew 11: 25).  For 



believers of the Dispensation of Grace the future reality of the 

Kingdom of Heaven remains as a spiritual experience and hope. 

 

However, preceding to the establishment of the physical 

Kingdom of Messiah in this World by Israel as a nation publicly 

accept Christ as Messiah as in Zech 5:9, during the first half of 

the seven years of Tribulation period Gospel of Kingdom shall 

be preached again.   

 

 

 

Revelation Chapter 7 reveals a vision on 144,000 Jewish 

Missionaries and souls of numerous Tribulation Saints who got 

saved due to their preaching.  It is suggested by several 

Eschatological Teachers that the message of these 144,000 

Missionaries would be the same message of „Gospel of 

Kingdom‟ preached by John the Baptist in Mathew 3: 2 

 “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”.  In 

Revelation Chapter 11 we see the mission of two witnesses 

(contextually inferred as Elijah & Moses).  It is suggested that 

their message could be the same “Gospel of Kingdom. Termed 

as „Eternal Gospel‟, the same message is preached by „Another 

angel‟ in Rev. 11: 6.  The Final warning and last call!   

 

Therefore, the „Gospel of Kingdom‟ mentioned by Christ in this 

verse is „Go Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 

While Gospel of Grace is preached during this dispensation,   

Gospel of Kingdom is a call to the Tribulation population to 

repent and enter into the blessings of Millennium.  

 

6. Lu 21:25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 

moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of 

nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 

 

26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 

those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers 

of heaven shall be shaken. 



 

Also Read Mathew 24: 29 

 

These signs are the indications towards the Glorious Appearance 

of Christ. 

 

The space research enhanced during the last century which 

incredibly advances during these years are tend to be  quoted as 

the fulfillment of above verses.  Several statistical data are 

presented to justify such teachings.   

 

Of course, all modern scientific and technological developments 

would set the stage of the events very specifically going to be 

fulfilled during the seven year period.   However, the above 

verses indicate towards specific signs and events to happen 

almost during the second half of the Tribulation period climaxed 

by the Glorious appearance of Christ.  It could not only be 

natural phenomena but could also be the then explosions of 

manmade spacecrafts, space cities, etc. due to star wars. 

 

 

6. Mathew 24: 32 & 33  Now learn a parable of the fig tree;      

When his branch is yet tender, and put forth leaves, ye 

know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall 

see all these things, know that it is near, even at the 

doors. 

Also refer to Luke 21:29 & Mark 13:28 

 

Eloquent messages are heard by metaphorically comparing the 

Fig tree with the national politics affairs of Israel.  It is argued 

that the historical date of May 14, 1948 when Israel was 

declared as a nation was the fulfillment of „branch becoming 

tender and putting forth of leaves‟ as predicted by the Lord.. 

For the past about 56 years, lot of sensational and emotional 

expressions has been spread in such context. 

 



What does Christ actually meant through the parable of the Fig 

tree? 

 

It is true that, as we read in Mathew 21, the Lord had cursed a 

fig tree by which He allegorized the departing away of the 

nation of Israel from God and also their spiritual failures.  

However, contextual meaning of the „fig tree‟ included in the 

Olivet discourse does not necessarily compared with the 

political affairs of the nation of Israel and the historical event 

happened during 1948  was specifically the fulfillment of what 

the Lord said. 

 

If the Lord meant the „Fig tree‟ as the political affairs of Israel, 

what does it mean “all the trees‟ used in the parallel portion in 

Luke 21:29?  If it was so, it would become necessary that   “all 

the trees” such as Olive, Juniper, Palm trees, etc. that grow in 

the Mediterranean climate in the land of Israel would become 

metaphors of the political affairs of the nation of Israel. 

 

Therefore, there seems to be no political comparison meant 

when the Lord used the „fig tree‟ as a metaphor. While the Lord 

had been teaching the disciples who were not „wise or prudent‟ 

he was employing a very simple „known to unknown’ 

communication method. 

 

By April of every year West Asia would become ready for 

summer.  Those days the arrival of anticipated seasons was 

assessed through certain „signs‟.  Prior to summer, plants and 

trees such as fig tree, olive, wine, etc. shall put away dry leaves 

and produce tender ones.  As such tender leaves shoot out, the 

inhabitants and farmers would know that the summer is at 

hand.  

 

In Mt 24:33 stated “So you also, when you see all these 

things, know that it is near--at the doors! 

 



What is “ all these things” and  “ the doors? .  When the Lord 

said “all these things”, he meant all signs and events he 

predicted until verse 32.  Therefore, the parable of fig tree 

metaphorically intended all predicted signs to be fulfilled prior 

to the Glorious Appearance of Christ.  

 

These signs are towards “the door”.  Revelation 19:11 reveals 

the heaven opened followed by the Glorious Appearance of 

Messiah. 

 

It can be concluded together that all the signs and events to 

happen during the seven year period prior to the Glorious 

Appearance of Christ are being metaphorically compared with 

fig trees shooting out tender leaves.   

 

8. Matthew 24:34 – Verily I say unto you, this generation 

shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled. 

 

It was common among several preachers to interpret that one 

generation is 40 years. They taught that The Lord shall return 

40 years from the date of reestablishment of the nation of 

Israel during 1948.    Several even declared that the Lord‟s 

coming will not be beyond the year 2000 AD. Of course it 

did not happen and the teaching proved to be distorted. 

 

Such a distortion happened due to the wrong interpretation of 

the word generation. The Greek word genea from which the 

English word generation derived has also carry a meaning 

family, race of people etc. What the Lord meant in the verse 

is that the nation of Israel shall not pass until the fulfillment 

of the prophetical words he said hitherto.   

 

 

9. Mathew 24: 40 Then shall two be in the field; the one 

shall be taken, and the other left. 

41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall 

be taken, and the other left. 



 

 Often I was taught the usage ‘taken’ as taken for the blessings 

of millennium and „left‟ as left for judgment.   But look at the 

contextual verses of 37, 38 & 39   where we see that during the 

days of Noah unbelievers were taken for the judgment.  

Similarly several will be taken for the judgment and many shall 

be left for the millennium blessings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Who are the 10 virgins in Mathew 25: 1-13?  

 

The portion had undergone through several problematic 

interpretations and confusions.   

 

Most believed and taught that the wise virgins represent the 

Church and the foolish five represent Israel.  

 

And certain others of in the opinion that the wise five and 

foolish five are two categories of Believers lives almost prior to 

the rapture of the Church. They taught that five wise virgins are 

the faithful Church Believers who shall be snatched up and 

foolish five are the unfaithful Believers who shall be left behind 

for Tribulation.  

 

Church Believers of all times are to faithfully watch for the 

coming of the Lord is the primary exhortation we receive from 

this portion with which we need to be nourished up.  However, 

in its strict interpretational viewpoint Church is not in 

perspective in this verse.   

 

While the Lord had been continuing his futuristic  discourse that 

stretched out  in Chapter 25, implied by Him was the remnants 



of Israel going through the Tribulation period after the Church 

was taken up to heaven. 

 

Argument such as the wise five virgins represents the faithfully 

watchful Christians and the other foolish five are the unfaithful 

ones nigh unto the time of rapture, certainly it would end up in a 

soteriological heresy of loosing salvation. In such case the 

unconditional salvation that sourced out from God would 

become conditional based upon the „faithful watching‟.  

 

The „lamps‟ held by the virgins are not necessarily the seven 

candlesticks mentioned in Revelation Chapter 1, but a simple 

object indicating readiness. Similarly,  even though‟ Oil‟ is used 

elsewhere in the Scriptures to typify the Holy Spirit, the oil 

mentioned here is not necessarily appears  as the work of the 

Holy Spirit.   

 

To get clarification on these, better we go back to the culture 

and customs of marriage ceremonies among Jewish 

communities during the first century, the background on which 

the Lord communicated the parable. 

 

A marriage ceremony in Semitic culture is a process involved 

several stages.   

 

The first stage was the representative of the bridegroom‟s 

household visit the bride‟s family to express the desire of 

entering into a relationship.  This visit would be followed by an 

engagement ceremony when a contract between the two 

households is made by exchanging engagement ring with a 

deposit of dowry.  

 

The second stage would take place after several months or even 

years. During the gap of these years or months the bridegroom 

prepares a place at his Father‟s house in order for him to dwell 

with his newly married wife after the wedding.   

  



 Then takes place the actual marriage ceremony for which the 

bridegroom accompanied by his friends would ride to the house 

of the bride and escort her to his home.  

 

And the third stage was the bridegroom brings the bride to his 

household followed by a marriage supper, in which guests were 

invited.  It was such a wedding feast that Christ attended at 

Cana.   

 

Even though an elaborate message on Christ‟s relationship with 

the Church can be developed based on the above, here in this 

parable,  the Lord used only simple comparison of the second 

stage as highlighted above.   

 

In order to make the bride so surprised the bridegroom normally 

comes in the night with his friends, but the hour of his coming 

would be unknown to the bride though she would know the 

general time of his coming.   Thus the bride starts preparing 

herself for the bridegroom‟s coming „at any time‟ in the night. 

Even though she had been hopeful for the day, the time very 

nigh unto the bridegroom‟s coming is very special for her. 

Decorated and dressed up in white wedding apparel and 

fragranced in Arabian perfumes she would look like a princess. 

The most memorable day that she had been watching for! 

 

Her friends who are also virgins shall wait for the event.  They 

would cluster around the bride each of them carrying a 

traditional hand lamp with olive oil.  If the bridegroom arrives 

late, the existing oil would be exhausted, thus always they kept 

reserved with them extra oil. If the bridegroom arrives too late 

the virgins and other household might fall in sleep but the bride 

never.  

 

In such a watchful and silent night audible is any sound, here 

comes galloping on a horse the bridegroom accompanied with a 

host of friends on horses!  Men watching outdoor would 

announce “Behold the bridegroom comes”. With typical Middle 



Eastern howling tones   in a background of Semitic music the 

bride‟s household would become lively to give a warm reception 

to the bridegroom.  In a hurry the virgins would lit the lamps to 

accompany the bride in order to receive the bridegroom at the 

gate. The lamps burned in Olive oil would give sufficient light 

to the pathway between the outdoor gate and the House for the 

smooth walking of the bride and bridegroom.  

 

And the expression of all these joyful moments would climax in 

a marriage supper. The complimentary passage in Revelation 

19: 11 to 19 we read the Glorious appearance of the Lord 

followed by a supper.   

 

 

Even today the reminiscence of such ancient marriage customs 

is popular in West Asian societies.   

 

Here in this portion introduced to us are ten virgins. In such a 

parabolic story, appears bride, bridegroom, lamps, oil, etc.  

However, the chief characters are none else than the ten virgins. 

The story is of the virgins and not bride, deriving a message of 

faithful watchfulness.  

 

They are categorized as the „wise‟ and foolish‟.  Who are the 

wise five and foolish five? 

 

As discussed earlier, the Church is not at all in perspective.  The 

Wise five represent not the Church and if the Church in 

perspective the comparison would have been‟ the bride‟ and not 

„the virgins‟.  

 

But who are these virgins „ready‟ and went with the bridegroom 

to the marriage and the five who were not ready to whom who 

had an answer of „I know you not‟?   

 



Let me be indebted to the following quotation of great servant of 

God, whom I regard as one of the greatest eschatological 

professor, in his masterpiece work „Things to Come‟. 

 

“The Ten virgins represent the remnant of Israel after the 

church has been taken. The five wise virgins are the believing 

remnant, the foolish virgins the unbelieving, who only profess 

to be looking for Messiah’s coming in power.”  ( p.283) 

 

 

Epilogue 
 

To cut it short, let us conclude these discussions.  

 

1. Church is not in perspective in the Olivet discourse.  The 

future  

2. of the Jewish nation is in view. 

3. Therefore, rapture of the church was not themed, but 

Glorious Appearance and the preceding conditions of the 

world is the subject. 

4. No signs are revealed by the Lord to be fulfilled prior to 

the rapture.  Whereas, several signs and events are 

predicted to be fulfilled prior to the Glorious Appearance 

which we find recorded in Mathew 24 & 25 and further 

amplified in the Book of Revelation 6 to 19. 

 

But, there could be a question arise, why several suggests that 

the new world order today indicates the coming of the Lord.  

Yes, they are right.  Right in the sense that the accelerated 

frequency of developments of 20
th

 and 21
st
 century with its all 

super speed technological developments which brought us at on 

the hyper high way of knowledge ( Dan 12: 3) sets the scene 

towards the fulfillments of the events chronologically presented 

in the Book of Revelation .  But the events occurring around 

today are not the specific „signs‟ to happen during the period 

between rapture and Glorious Appearance.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	OLE_LINK1
	OLE_LINK2

