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Seven 'Signs' in John



and superlative. Physical beauty, 
deep pockets, massive homes, large 
cars and shiny accessories have 
become symbols of success. There 
is nothing wrong in having these 
assets however a Christian's 
worldly status/success is often 
used as a measure of his or her 
spiritual merit. Unfortunately, it 
has seeped into the churches as 
well. The Bible has always focused 
on the inner beauty of a believer. As 
it says in 1 Peter 3:3, 4, “Do not let 
your adornment be merely 
outward…rather let it be the 
hidden person of the heart, with 
the incorruptible beauty of a gentle 
and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in the sight of God.” For 
“The LORD does not see as man 
sees;for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart (1 Samuel 16:7).” The 
Shunnamite woman was beautiful 
from within. At the outset itself, we 
can infer that she was faithful, kind 
and hospitable. She genuinely 
cared for the servant of God, Elisha.

Whenever Elisha passed Shunem, 
weary perhaps from days of 
ministry, she offered him a place to 
rest. Driven by the desire to serve 
'the holy man of God' (vs.9), she 
provided for Elisha with the 
resources she had, with all her 
heart. It was as a simple act 
performed in love and kindness, 
without expecting anything in 
return. We often wait for 
opportunities to execute great, 
visible acts of service. Sometimes 
we even refrain from engaging in 
any form of Christian service as we 
wrongly assume that it is directly 
proportional to a wealth of 
resources in terms of skill, talent, 

A simple act of service, great 
blessings in return
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Inner beauty for the win 

here are several unnamed 
characters in the Bible who we 

don't know much about in terms of 
their identity. Though the Word of 
God doesn't reveal much, they all 
served a far greater purpose in 
forming a piece of the most 
wonderful story ever told. The 
Shunnamite woman is one such 
character, though nameless she left 
behind an extraordinary legacy of 
faith. 

The Bible doesn't say a lot about 
the Shunnamite woman, her 
genealogy or upbringing. From the 
short portion of the Scripture (2 
Kings 4: 8 – 37), we are able to 
construe that she was 'a notable 
woman' (vs.8), who lived with her 
husband in Shunem and that they 
had no children of their own. We 
may not have too many details 
about her but her 'notable' 
disposition earned her a place in 
the Word of God. It didn't matter 
whether or not she had a great 
family legacy behind her, privileged 
upbringing, top-notch education or 
was highly-regarded in the society. 
What mattered most was that she 
was faithful. It is important to note 
that there are no descriptions of 
her outward physical attributes or 
possessions as well. It's no secret 
that the world we live in is 
obsessed with all things superficial 

worldly possessions and affluence, 
and that it is only confined within 
the four walls of the church. Any 
service that reflects the love of 
Christ is 'Christian service' be it 
within or outside the church. The 
Bible has shown us many specific 
examples of Christian service that 
we can practice from showing 
hospitality to strangers (Hebrews 
13:2) to providing for the needy 
(Matthew 25:35) to mentoring 
others (Titus 2:2-8)…the list is 
endless. 

What is the measure of Christian 
service? Is it the size of the act? 
How much money is involved? How 
public the act is? The obvious 
answer is no. The act has to be 
motivated by the love of Jesus and 
reflect the love the Jesus. We are 
eager to serve however where we 
fail is in the principle of eye-
service, being 'men-pleasers' as 
apostle Paul describes in Ephesians 
6: 5 & 6. We may not always have 
opportunities to engage in visible, 
public roles but whatever we do, 
we must “…be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that 
(our) labour is not vain the Lord” 
(1 Corinthians 15:58). Jesus 
doesn't demand great acts of 
service; He has commanded us to 
serve in love. Our actions have to 
be performed out of kindness, 
powered by the understanding of 
Christ and His love. The 
Shunnamite woman's service 
ticked all the right boxes; her 
sincere gesture of goodwill led her 
to receive the Lord's blessings in a 
series of miraculous events. 

The Scripture portion doesn't 
record her being vocal about what 

We desire, He fulfills 
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Grace, Faith & Fortitude
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she didn't have – a child of her 
own. Even though she had a need, 
she was silent about it. Maybe she 
had lost hope that it would ever 
happen. Maybe she prayed for a 
child, just like Hannah did. Maybe 
the Shunnamite woman knew in 
her heart that the Lord would 
someday answer her prayers. Even 
when Elisha asked her what she 
wanted, she simply said, “I dwell 
among my own people” (vs.13). We 
can infer that she was content with 
what she had. If we had to make a 
list of our needs and wants, will it 
ever end? We are wired to obsess 
over things we don't have, it's in 
our carnal nature. One of the true 
marks of a Christian is being fully-
satisfied with what the Lord has 
blessed us with. God wants us to 
learn how to face life with joy, 
confidence and hope in varying 
circumstances, knowing that He 
will provide for all our needs.

“Delight yourself in the Lord, and 
He will give you the desires of your 
heart (Psalms 34:7).”Be assured 
the Lord knows our heart's desires 
and He will answer in “when the 
appointed time comes” (I Kings 
4:17) - be it yes, no or wait. 
Whatever the answer be, hold on, 
God knows what He is doing. Even 
though the Shunnamite woman did 
not express her need, the Lord 
knew the desire of her heart and 
sent a promise through Elisha that 
she would have a son.

There are several God-inspired, 
soul-stirring statements recorded 
in the Scriptures. However, three 
words uttered by the Shunnamite 
woman always grips my heart. She 
was blessed with a baby boy just as 
the prophet had promised. 
However, one day, the little boy fell 
terribly ill and died in his mother's 
arms. Every mother's worst 
nightmare…she lost her only child. 
The author of 2 Kings Chapter 4 

Hope reigns 

goes on to describe one of the most 
poignant scenes in the Bible from 
verses 21 to 28. It always surprises 
me how stoic she was even after 
witnessing the death of her only 
child. She put aside her grief, laid 
her child on Elisha's bed and 
determinedly set out to meet the 
'man of God'. Even when her 
husband questioned her decision, 
she didn't reveal her situation or 
intention and said in all composure, 
“It is well.” Even when Gehazi ran 
out to meet her, she repeated, “It is 
well.” As a mother, it is extremely 
difficult for me to fathom what she 
was going through in what seemed 
to be a hopeless situation and yet 
she held on to hope, repeating 
those profound words of faith – “It 
is well, it is well.” 

She held on her to all her 
composure till she fell at the feet of 
the man of God. Elisha stopped 
Gehazi from pushing her away, “Let 
her alone; for her soul is in deep 
distress…” (vs.27). She let go of her 
unfathomable agony in the 
presence of the one man who she 
knew would help her, she cried, 
“Did I ask a son of my Lord? Did I 
not say, 'Do not deceive me'?” 
(vs.28).

We maybe going through a period 
of suffering today, a desperate 
situation or a 'deep distress' that 
we can't even talk to our spouses 
about. We may feel deceived by the 
Lord and question His intention. It 
may be a terminal illness, the loss 
of a loved one, a debilitating 
addiction, a health condition, a son 
or daughter who has gone astray, a 
difficult work environment, a 
failing marriage or financial 
difficulty. Through it all, I hope we 
can utter 'It is well' in faith just like 
the Shunnamite woman and take it 
all to the presence of the One who 
can give us peace and deliverance. 
As the hymn writer Horatio G. 
Spafford, who himself went 

through agonising loss, wrote, 
“…When sorrows like sea billows 
roll; Whatever my lot, Thou hast 
taught me to say, It is well, it is well 
with my soul.” The Lord will teach 
us to say 'It is well, it is well' 
whatever we are going through for, 
“The LORD is near to the 
brokenhearted and saves the 
crushed in spirit (Psalm 34:18)”. 

May we, like the Shunnamite 
woman, be strong in our faith to 
say, “As the Lord lives, and as your 
soul lives, I will not leave you” 
(vs.30). Even in times of sorrow, let 
us persevere, refuse to leave the 
presence of the Lord, cling to Him 
and in our brokenness call upon His 
name.

It isn't enough to only call upon the 
Lord but have faith that He will 
hear our cries. Before she left her 
home, she tells her husband that, 
“…that I may run to the man of God 
and come back” (vs.22). She went in 
faith, knowing in her heart that she 
would come back with the man of 
God. She was hopeful that Elisha, 
God's chosen prophet, would bring 
her child back to life. And sure 
enough, he did. I truly believe it was 
her relentless faith that led her to 
be recorded as one of the women in 
the Heroes of Faith list as well 
(Hebrews 11:35). 

When the child was restored to life, 
she was called in and Elisha asked 
her to “Pick up your son” (vs.36). As 
a mother, I would have thought that 
her immediate reaction would be to 
forget everything, run to her son, 
pick him up and shower him with a 
million kisses. But instead, she fell 
at the feet of Elisha first, bowed to 
the ground and then picked up her 
son and went out. I'm sure she was 
beset with emotion in that moment 
and yet she offered her gratitude to 
Elisha first before reaching out to 
her son. When the Lord answers 
our prayers, do we remember to 

Gratitude first



Some say life is a race 

Death is for all to face 

Happens in many ways

Let us number our days

Life like vapour will disappear

Just like every passing year 

Like a flower, it does bloom

But one day ends in gloom

Hearts won & smiles brought

That's what life is all about 

Helping, sharing & giving in need

Is what brings happiness indeed

Good done without any reason 

Is remembered in every season

No one cares how much you own

Only value the kindness you've shown

Life is celebrating a miracle

To display God's spectacle 

It belongs to the giver of life

Taken away to end our strife 

Life without hope is futile

For on earth is a little while 

Death is only a means to relieve

Eternity awaits those who believe

What is Life

POEM
praise Him first? Do we fall at His 
feet and thank Him for His 
unfailing love and His wonderful 
deeds? 

The Shunnamite woman's simple 
yet sincere faith led her to receive 
immeasurable blessings from the 
Lord. We know that her son's 
restoration wasn't the only miracle 
she experienced. In 2 Kings 8, we 
read of how Elisha forewarns the 
woman and her family of the 
imminent famine (vs.1, 2). When 
she returned after the drought, she 
found that they had lost their 
property. Even in this situation, the 
Lord delivered her with the King 
(who didn't even know her!) 
commanding his official to, 
“Restore all that was hers and all 
the proceeds of the field from the 
day that she left the land until 
now” (vs.6). Her life is a true 
reminder that our Lord “…is able to 
do exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that works in us” 
(Ephesians 3:20).

We don't know the Shunnamite 
woman's name but we know that 
the events in her life are a 
reflection of God's faithfulness to 
us. We don't know her name and 
yet we are edified by her simple 
hospitality, unwavering faith, 
incredible perseverance and 
humble graciousness. We don't 
know her name but she teaches us 
that even in the face of great loss 
and pain, we must learn to say, “It 
is well.” We don't know her name 
but we know that she truly was an 
extraordinary woman of God who 
exuded grace, faith and fortitude.

Blessed beyond measure
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