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The founding and growth of the Church is being presented as a building 

work in the declaration of   Christ in Mathew 16:18. In consistent to His 

authoritative words, Paul metaphorically denotes the Church as a 

„Building‟ in I Corinthians 3:9, and Peter complemented in 1 Peter 2:5 that 

the   „Building‟ is „spiritual‟, being built up by saints of each generation who 

are „lively stones‟.  

Christ‟s words „I will build‟ (oikodemeso) was in future active tense of the 

ongoing aspect, whereas Peter‟s words „are built up‟ (oikodemeisthe) was 

in present passive tense of continuous action.  

The lexicon root word „oikodome’, means literally the act of building. It is 

used only figuratively in the NT, in the sense of edification, the promotion 

of spiritual growth (Romans 14:19, 15:2, 1 Corinthians 14:3, 5 & 26,).  The 

term is also used for the edification of a local Assembly as in the case of 

Corinth (1 Corinthians 3:9) and also the spiritual growth of the Church 

universal (Ephesians 2:21) 

The principle of first and last mention of a biblical concept or theme is 

familiar to theological students; therefore it is good to trace the 

importance of the first mention about the church (ekklesia) in Mathew16:8. 

A mystery thereto was uncovered (Ephesians 3:4) and declared.  „I‟ is the 

„I AM THAT I AM‟ of Exodus 3:14 and „I am the Alpha and Omega, the 

beginning and the ending …. Which is, and which was and which is to 

come, the Almighty of Revelation 1:8. God‟s splendid supremacy and 

authority are explicitly expressed and included in the mention of „I‟.   

The natural gender of „ekklesia’ is feminine, thus the symbolic bride and 

bridegroom relationship of Christ and his Church as portrayed by Paul in 

Ephesians 5 is evident even in this first mention of Christ on Church.  



 

 

Building work  

The spiritual growth in unity of the Church Universal right from the Day of 

Pentecost until Rapture is analogically presented with that of a Building 

work in the amplified teachings of Paul in the epistle of Ephesians based 

on Christ‟s declaration in Mathew 16:18 are noteworthy.  We read in 

Ephesians 2: 19 to 22 as follows:   

19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

21 in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord, 

22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God 

in the Spirit. 

Paul was a master in design and execution work of first century Middle 

Eastern and Romeo- Grecian building work.  His profession of „Tent 

making‟ was not just limited to  putting up   tents, but the term  „technen’   

(technical craft or trade) that  appears  in Acts 18:3 shed light to his  vast 

skilled knowledge in the then  prevailing building technology.  

The art of making homes in the first century was different from that of the   

modern building technology; however, the fundamental science of load 

bearing work was more or less same.  

Houses were of maximum Ground + One.  We read about a „House built 

upon a rock‟ in the parable of Jesus Christ in Mathew 7: 24 & 25.  No 

tempest could destroy such Houses.    

 

 



 

 

 

 

A wise master builder would always place a huge rock (petra) which 

would remain as a „chief corner stone‟ (akrogoniaiou). Certainly there 

were laid other cornerstones in each  corner, that‟s why KJV translated the 

term as „chief corner stone‟.  Other corner stones were part of the 

foundation stones.  Adjoining to the chief cornerstone, foundation stones 

are laid off and upon such solid foundation built the superstructure. The 

advantage is that the whole weight and force of the building finally comes 

and rest at the cornerstone. Thus the cornerstone would bear the whole 

load of the building.  

Foundation work 

In such a setting of first century building work, when analyzed Ephesians 2: 

19 to 22, following facts are noteworthy:  

1. Christ  is  the cornerstone of the Church universal -  Christ‟s declaration,  

„upon this rock (petra)  I will build by Church ( Mathew 16:18) is relevant 

here. While He employed petros (a detached stone from a mass of rock) 

for Peter, Petra (a mass of rock) was employed to denote Himself.  Paul 

confirms in 1 Corinthians 10:4 that Christ is the „spiritual rock‟. Peter stated 

that the rock was a „living stone‟ (1 Peter 2:3) who became a 

“cornerstone‟ (1 Peter 2:7).   

 

He is the chief cornerstone of the Church upon whom all pressures and 

weight would ultimately reach and rest.  Remember what he promised   

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest (Mathew 11:28).  Yes, He is our ultimate load bearer.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The foundation work of the Church universal was a completed action. 

“And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets” (Eph 

2:20).   

Apostles and New Testament prophets became the foundation stones.   

The number of Apostles was restricted to „the twelve‟ as only twelve 

names appear on the foundation of the New Jerusalem City (Revelation 

21:14).  Apostles were instrumental to reveal New Testament doctrines.   By 

the Gift of knowledge and Gifts of wisdom (1 Corinthians 12: 8) they 

revealed the truths and verbally communicated towards instruction and 

edification of the Believers of the contemporary Church.   Subsequently by 

the very inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16) those revealed truths 

were written down as Gospels and epistles, that‟s why we have the 

completed New Testament.     

New Testament Prophets as well, though less authoritative than the 

Apostles without governing power,   had been instrumental towards forth 

telling the revelations of God towards the edification of the Church, 

subject to discernment (1 John 4:1).  However, they did not speak any 

truths beyond or less than what was subsequently written down and 

completed in the New Testament.   Eventually the „Gifts of prophecy‟ (1 

Corinthians 12:10) got done away (1 Corinthians 13: 8) and prophets were 

replaced by Teachers as could be inferred from 2 Peter 2:1.   

The usage „are built‟ in Ephesians 2:20 (‘epoikodomElthentes’) was 

originally used as a verb in Greek Aorist passive. Aorist tells that a 

continuous action occurred in the past, though   describes nothing more 

about the aspect of the action.  

 

 



 

 

It is in the same aorist verbal form the word „confirmed „( ebebaiothe) was 

used in Hebrews 2:3  

„How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first 

began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 

heard him....’ 

Thus the foundation of the metaphoric  building representing the Church 

universal  is  built on the  apostolic teachings  and revelations  as inspiringly 

written and completed  by the end of the first century as indicated in Revelation 

22: 18&19 .  Thereafter, no more revelations, no more Holy Spirit inspired writings, 

but of course  enlightenment of the Holy Spirit when  one read, meditate and 

expose is always there.  

  

3. Upon the foundation of apostolic revelations and teachings, the 

superstructure of the metaphoric church building grows and built together.  

Ephesians 2:21: In whom the whole building, being joined together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord, 

22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God 

in the Spirit. 

„Being joined together‟ is a present verb in passive voice and „grows‟ was 

employed as a present continuous tense in active voice.   That means the 

believers of each generation are being joined together by the Holy Spirit 

and the Church herself has been growing. Certainly the bond of such unity 

is „agape „…. that you, being rooted and grounded in love ( Ephesians 

3:17)‟  

The very purpose of such „built together‟ is for God to dwell in the Spirit.  In the 

Old Testament God dwelt in His Temple and in the New Testament He dwells in 

His Church (Mathew 18:20).  This fact is absolutely true and relevant to every true 

Holy Spirit controlled local Assembly. 



 

 

 

This great truth is complemented by Peter in 1 Peter 2: 4 & 5, &6    

  4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and 

precious, 

 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house….. 

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner 

stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

Saints became „living stones‟ by the very contact of the living „chief cornerstone‟ 

(verse 6). Such „living stones‟ of each generation in unison constitute the 

superstructure of the metaphoric church building, which is still in „work-in-

progress‟ to continue until rapture.   

The process of growth of the Church since apostolic period  

The Holy Spirit gifted offices that are appointed by God for the   superstructure 

work of the Church universal is further described by Paul in Ephesians 4:11 to 13.   

11. And He Himself f gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 

some pastors and teachers, 

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ, 

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 

perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

It is evident from verse 7 that Paul here deals with the grace gifts (spiritual gifts).  

Verse 11 shows the gifted ministry offices that God appointed to support the 

growth of the Church.  Those are a) the Apostles, b) the Prophets, c) the 

Evangelists, and d) the Pastor-Teachers. Let‟s come back to these positions after 

analyzing and answering few questions. 

 



 

 

 

 

a) What are the purposes of these gifted offices in the Church? 

Verse 12, gives out the answer: 

 1) For the equipping (perfecting) of the saints, indicates the process of 

their ministry.  

  2) For the work of ministry, indicates the attitude of their ministry 

 3)  For the edifying of the body of Christ, indicates the net result of their 

ministry.   

Equipping or perfecting  is  translated from the word ‘katartismos’   that carries 

the thought of „ mending a net‟ or „ setting a dislocated bone‟ as also used in 

Mathew 4:21, Luke 6:40, Galatians 6:1, Hebrews 13:21.  The  perfecting occurs 

through the teaching of the Word of God as we read in 2 Timothy 4: 16 & 17 “  All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God be perfect, 

thoroughly furnished unto all good works”. And Timothy was asked to „command 

and teach „(1 Tim 4:11)  

The mention „ work of the ministry‟ reminds that the offices mentioned in verse 11  

are to be exercised   the  way a servant dispenses  his  service to his master  as  

had been Paul in Corinth ( 2 Corinthians 11:8).  All ministers, whether Evangelists, 

Elders, Teachers are expected to be a servant leader than being „lords over 

God‟s heritage‟ (1 Peter 5:2).  

What should be the result of such ministry oriented offices?  „For the edifying of 

the body of Christ‟, means the „up building‟ (oikodomen) of the Church.  

 

 



 

 

b) How long the building work to continue?  

Verse 13 renders the answer. „  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ’.    

This is the final state of the Church universal found to be by rapture, the stage 

that Church reaches the ultimate in faith and knowledge of the Son of God.  The 

full grown Church as compared as a „Perfect man‟ and „measure of the stature 

of the fullness of Christ‟ is the state of   Church by rapture with all her members of 

every generation.   Until then the building work through the gifted ministry 

positions of the Evangelists and Pastor -teachers would continue.        

The ministry offices of the building work  

We read in Ephesians 4:11 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 

and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; ..”  

Analyzing in the context of verse 7 onwards it is clear that the resurrected Christ 

gave spiritual gifts to  some as apostles, in some as prophets, in some as 

evangelists and in some as pastor-teachers.  It is not just He bestowed a spiritual 

power upon them, but specifically gave them the offices as spiritual gifts in 

themselves.  Such gifts are given to „some‟ only not to all.   

From 1Corinthians 12:28   the order of place of such gifted ministry offices is 

evident “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, second prophets, 

and thirdly teachers ….”  

Among these offices,  the Apostles and Prophets were instrumental for the 

foundation of the Church, as analyzed earlier, from Ephesians 2:20  “  having 

been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 

being the chief cornerstone..”.   

The metaphoric Building representing the Church universal stands on the strong 

foundation of apostolic teachings recorded down as the 27 New Testament 

Books with the very inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Thereafter, continued no more 



offices of prophets and Apostles. All truths and every doctrine of the New 

Testament are to be purely in consistent with the „apostolic doctrine‟ (Acts 2:42)    

 

 

 

 

 

 


