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…… To behave thyself in the house of God….” 1Timothy 3:15 

 

The ‘House of God’ in the verse mentioned, is used metaphorically for the Church.   The House of God in 

the Old Testament was made as the tabernacle constructed in the wilderness (Exodus 25:8) and later as 

the temple at Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 5:1). The pattern and practices therein were as per the God’s 

instruction (Hebrews 8:5), so the Church in the New Testament is to function according to the pattern 

which God has designed. The House needs a solid foundation and strong pillars to support it. The 

revealed and inspired Word of truth holds the Church. 

The perfection of the tabernacle and temple was based upon as to how they were made exactly made 

based on the divine design and functioned according to the clear guidelines as revealed. So God expects 

the Church to function as per the divine design as revealed in the New Testament by Christ and his 

Apostles. 

The local  Assembly  is  also called as metaphorically God’s ‘ building ‘ ( 1 Corinthians 3: 9)  and the 

‘temple of God’ ( 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17),  the divine pattern in its founding and function should not be 

undervalued.  Such a divine pattern is intrinsically incorporated in the New Testament Books, that which 

normally is known as the New Testament pattern of Assembly life. 

 

Church or Assembly? 

The concept ‘Church’ is originated from the Greek word ‘Kuriakon’  that render a meaning ‘ that which 

belong to God’, The word ‘church’ is used twice in the New Testament in 1 Corinthians 11:22 and 

Revelation 1:11. In both these references the ‘Assembling of the saints’ are not in perspective.  

However during the middle ages the place where believers met together came to be called ‘ the Lord’s 

House’, using the Greek  term  ‘kuriakon’, a word that crept into German as ‘ Kirche’ and to the Anglo 

Saxons as ‘Circe’ that became  ‘Church.’  

The original Koine Greek word ‘Ekklesia’ is used 115 times in the New Testament to denote the ‘called 

out ’.  The New Testament  ‘Ekklesia’ had its root  in the usage of  the word in classical  Greek ‘ Ekklesia’  

rendering  the  meaning ‘ An Assembly of citizens summoned for a common purpose’ in the Greek city 

states.  Thus we would deduce the meaning as the ‘Assembly of the called out’ from the New Testament 

usage of ‘Ekklesia’.  While the usage Church became synonym to the denominational set ups, we insist 

on using ‘Assembly’ even though the name was extensively used in the English translations, especially 

the KJV. 



(In this article the author would use ‘Church’ for the universal church and ‘Assembly” for the local church, for the 

common understanding). 

 

Universal Church and Local Assemblies. 

 

When Jesus said “ … I will build my Church …”  ( Mathew 16: 18),  He  meant the  universal Church  had 

her birth on the Day of Pentecost and  will  have her departure from this  world by rapture.  She is the 

body of Christ as stated in Ephesians 5:23.   It is to her the continuous process of   ‘added … such as 

should be saved’ (Acts 2: 47) occurs. 

“All who believed were together (Acts 2:44) in Jerusalem as stated in Acts 2: 42 onwards, thus the 

commencement of the first local Assembly.  Subsequently the local assemblies were known   with the 

location they gather such as the Assembly at Corinth, Rome, Thessalonica, etc. (1 Thessalonians: 1:1).  A 

local Assembly represents the Church universal in a locality in her essence and expressions. 

It is noteworthy that even though by   being saved one can become the member of the Universal Church 

and certainly become part of the Body of Christ   to be ruptured in future, one would not become part of 

a local assembly unless and until he or she personally joined with the local body of believers as we see in 

Acts 2: 46. All those who have joined a local assembly were those who were saved, baptized as it is clear 

from Acts 2:41.  In other words, none remained unbaptized; (baptism being   only an outward 

expression of the inward change and never had been understood as an act of obtaining salvation which 

is only through faith).  

By joining a local assembly it also is a commitment to continue  steadfastly  (  be present with 

watchfulness)  in all the gatherings of the  local Assembly  for studious study  of  doctrines,   fellowship 

with fellow believers,  breaking of the bread on the Lord’s day and  diligent prayers together ( Acts 2:42)   

Absenteeism  by any reasons,  save in exceptional cases, are not expected in such a local assembly 

association and fellowship. 

 

What is distinctiveness of a local assembly? 

An Assembly of God should not be compared with any other institutions or organizational set ups of this 

world. Hence, no beliefs or practices of such worldly organizations should be crept in the function of a 

local assembly even though such would seem to be more logical and easy to follow.   There is clear 

guidance in the Word of God as far as the function of a local assembly, which need to be adhered to and 

followed. 

 



Who is the supreme Head of the Assembly? 

Every secular organization or Institution, whether religious, social or commercial, would have a human 

head person, whereas the Head of the church is Christ who is in heaven (Colossians 1: 18). Though 

unseen, He is omnipresent, His presence is everywhere but His focused presence is in the all gatherings 

of a local Assembly. He himself has assured us of His presence whenever believers gather (Mathew 

18:20)  

Who oversees the functions of a local gathering? 

The function of a local Assembly is controlled and regulated by Christ the Head through delegated 

responsibility of overseeing.   We read in Acts 20: 17 onwards the renowned address of Paul to the 

Elders of Assembly at Ephesus.  In verse 28 it is said “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 

flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 

purchased with his own blood”.  Such God appointed Overseers (note the plurality) who are synonymous 

to Elders or Bishops or Pastors   must watch for every believer as they are directly accountable to God 

(Hebrews13:17).  They are the ones who rule over (Hebrews 13:24) and feed the flock (1 Peter 5:2).  

Wherever such nominative nouns are used in the context of ruling an Assembly, they are used in 

plurality, a truth that is totally against one man ministry and leadership. 

 

Who gathers as a Local Assembly? 

‘Togetherness’ is one of the essential themes in the farewell message of Christ to the disciples in John 

14, 15, 16 & 17.  These disciples became the foundation stones of the Universal Church (Ephesians 4:11).  

Hence, the message is applicable to all those who would become part of the Church, “And all that 

believed were together “   (Acts 2:42).   Who were they?  They were the ones a) Repented (Acts 2:38), b) 

Believed and saved (Acts 2:40), and c) Baptized (Acts 2: 41). These are the prerequisites of one to 

become the member of a local Assembly, while it could be only ‘should be saved’ (Acts 2: 47) to become 

the part of the universal church. 

Let’s note this difference.  About three thousand  “ added” to the first local Assembly of Jerusalem   

were the ones who were   got saved and baptized as seen in Acts 2:41, whereas in Acts 2:47 we read 

that “ And the Lord  added  to the church  (Universal Church) daily such as should be saved” only. Whilst 

baptism is not a condition for salvation, nowhere in the apostolic church it was implied that anyone 

without saved and baptized became in active fellowship of a local assembly and involved in breaking of 

bread as indicated in Acts 2:42.   Such Baptism was ‘Believers’ baptism’ means baptism that followed 

only after belief. 

 

 



What are the Assembly gatherings? 

Those who are “ added” to the local assembly  after salvation and baptism ‘continued’  together with 

Apostles ( Acts 2:42). 

The purpose of such ‘come together” (1 Corinthians 11:20) is revealed in Acts 2:42.   “And they 

continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread and prayers”.   

The purposes are fourfold; a)  to hear apostles doctrine,  b) to have fellowship, c)  to break the bread 

and d) to pray together. Gatherings of a local assembly must focus on and achieve these objectives.  

That’s why always in a New Testament patterned assembly at least four basic weekly meetings are 

conducted and each meeting has this in focus. 

 

1. Breaking of the Bread meeting – (Remembrance Meeting) 

 

The general gatherings of the local assembly at Jerusalem   were held at the temple sanctuary to listen 

to the Apostolic words,  but they had gathered from house to house for breaking of the bread and 

fellowship on a daily basis ( Acts 2: 46).  Daily basis gathering for breaking of bread became a weekly 

basis meeting on the first day of the week ( Acts 20:7)  which was also known as the Lord’s day ( 

Revelation 1:10 ). Paul and his missionary colleagues set an example to tarry for seven days to 

participate in the breaking of bread meeting on the Lord’s Day as seen in Acts 20:7.  It could be the same 

reason why such ‘seven days’ stay and tarrying at various points of Paul’s journeys as seen in Acts  

21:4, 28:14, etc.   This leaves an example to all saints to arrange their travels in such a way that the 

breaking of the bread gathering is not missed out. 

Breaking of the Bread gathering should not be mixed up and confused with any  love feast  gatherings as 

seen in Acts 2:40   and as the  Corinthian Assembly  erroneously   did as pointed out by Paul in 1 

Corinthians 11: 21, 22.  Breaking of the bread was also known as ‘Lord’s Table’ in contrast with the 

‘Table of Devil’ (1 Corinthians 10:21) as practiced by the Corinthian Believers who had a pagan 

background.  The ordinance was also termed as ‘Lord’s supper’ (1 Corinthians 11: 20) 

The commandment of the practice is enumerated in Gospels by Christ himself who had instituted it. Its 

practice can be seen throughout the apostolic period in the Books of Acts and Apostle Paul recorded the 

meaning and essence of the doctrine in 1 Corinthians 11:23-30. 

It is also noteworthy that the Lord’s Table was conducted only in a local Assembly setting.  Luke records 

‘they continued in …….. Breaking of bread…..’ (Acts 2: 42    ) means that this was done by the Local 

Assembly at Jerusalem.  And Paul wrote ‘When you come together’ (1 Corinthians 12:20), means the 

Corinthian Assembly to whom the epistle was addressed.  ‘Disciples came together to break bread’ (Acts 

20:7), means the Missionary team joining with the Assembly of Believers at Troas.    Thus it is clear that a 

local assembly is comprised of “all saints in Christ Jesus ……. with the Bishops and Deacons” (Philippians 

1:1). 



Breaking of the bread meeting must be conducted in saints constituted assembly under the overseeing 

of    Bishops (Elders, Pastors, and Overseers) and where Holy Spirit appointed Deacons serve.  Lord’s 

Table must be observed with great spiritual gravity and self- examination. (1 Corinthians 11:28).   The 

oversight of each Assembly   have the right to decide who should be participate and who should 

participate in the Lord’s table   on the ground of  purity both in life and doctrine ( 1 Corinthians 5:13 ,  

Titus 3:10, 2 John 10, 2 Thessalonians 3:6, etc.) 

Recently a question arose whether   a group of Believers amidst travel are allowed to observe Lord’s 

Table on the Lord’s Day anywhere.   We have already seen the Pauline example that   he arranged and 

adjusted his travel in such a way that on the Lord’s Day   he joined a local assembly as seen in Acts 20:6, 

7).   Paul could have set up the Lord’s Table anywhere as they were several members together, but he 

avoided the situation. But it can be inferred that while travelling he joined the nearest local Assembly to 

break bread.  God has placed the local assemblies in each area as a testimony (Revelation 1: 20).  In case  

no local assembly exists  in a town or  village  to where one would halt during travel, better  spend time 

in self meditation and prayer and  ‘ be in Spirit on the Lord’s Day’  as John did at Patmos while alone ( 

Revelation 1:10) 

Even though the breaking of bread meeting is not termed as’ worship meeting’ anywhere in the New 

Testament, worship is essentially involved in its character and nature.  But the term ‘worship’ is not to 

be limited to in breaking of bread only.    Mathew   recorded the words of Christ as “This is my body” 

and “This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins” (Mathew 

26: 26-28).   While Mark and Luke recorded Christ’s words in the same line, the terminology of Christ 

words that Paul quoted was “This is my body, which is broken” and “This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood “(1 Corinthians 11: 24, 25).  These words take us to Book of Hebrews chapter 10  where  Old 

Testament worship is  complemented  with the New  Testament worship  based on the ‘ body’  God 

prepared for the Son   ( Hebrews 10: 5)  that  was  offered as a  once and for all sacrifice ( Hebrews 

10:10). 

The commandment” This do in remembrance of me” in 1 Corinthians 11:24 & 25 demands a believer to 

partake from the Lord’s Supper as a memorial of the’ once and for all sacrifice’ of Christ on Calvary.  

‘Worship’ (Genesis 22:5) is Sacrifice’ (Genesis 22:13), and without sacrifice there has been no worship.  

Hence the breaking of bread meeting came to be called as’ worship meeting’ though the term was not 

used in the New Testament as such.   Having a wider and deeper meaning and dimension, ‘Worship’ and 

‘worship life’ is not just limited in the breaking of bread only.  Breaking of bread would continue only 

“till he come” (1 Corinthians 11:26) but worship would continue even after His coming towards eternity 

(Revelation chapter 4 and 5, Revelation 22:3). 

While around the table, Believers hearts are to be concentrated towards the ‘body broken’ and ‘blood 

shed’ and all thanksgiving, praises, singing   and word meditations are to be focused around it. 

 

 



Offertory 

Breaking of the bread gathering would not be complete without offertory collection as indicated in 1 

Corinthians 16:2.  Such   ‘administration of service (or ministry)” is “abundant also by many 

thanksgivings unto God” (2 Corinthians 9:12).  Also Apostle Paul, the missionary, acknowledged such aid 

as “an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God” (Philippians 4:18).    Thus the 

offertory collection along with breaking of bread is part of believers’ worship. Such offertory collected on 

the first day of the week must be utilized for the “fellowship of the ministering of the saints” (2 

Corinthians 9:12 and 2 Corinthians 8:4). It was utilized for the saints in need at Jerusalem and for the aid 

of missionaries in the field (Philippians 4:18).  For all other needs such as rent or any other expenditure 

for physical needs, special collections are suggested. 

 

 

Word Ministry 

Why the word ministry after the breaking of bread is imperatively important (Acts 20:11)?  The 

ordinance is a memorial service of the ‘once and for all sacrifice’ (Hebrews 10:10).   Sacrifices and 

offering in all dispensations up to Christ prophetically indicated forward to the once and for all sacrifice 

that climaxed on Calvary. Whereas, every breaking of bread gathering indicates backward towards the 

great sacrifice. It is notable specially that most of the instances where sacrifices were offered in which 

God was well pleased, it was followed by oracles of God spoken either by Him directly or through 

Angels. ( e.g. Abel’s Sacrifice in ( Genesis 2: 1-3, Noah’s sacrifice in Genesis 8:20 to 9: 12), Abraham’s  

sacrifice ( Genesis 22), Gideon’s  offering ( Judges 6:22,23 ),  Manoah’s  offering ( Judges 13:20,21, ). 

By breaking of bread and offertory, the Assembly worship together and certainly God would have a 

message   to His flock as He had to the seven Churches of Asia Minor (Revelations 2 and 3).  Those 

messages were with commendations, rebukes, exhortations and promises.  The messengers must “speak 

and exhort and rebuke with all authority” (Titus 2:15)   Hence the word ministry followed by the breaking 

of bread is of utmost important. 

Sufficient time must be set apart for the word ministry by saving time avoiding lengthy announcements 

and discussions. Also better to avoid lengthy testimonies which can be allowed along with other weekly 

meetings.  It is also suggested to avoid any Business meetings in any subject where new believers, 

women, and children would be present.  It is better that the Elders and Deacons gather separately to 

discuss business of the Assembly. 

Thus, give all purity and wholeheartedness while participating in the breaking of the bread as part of 

worshipping the Lord in truth and spirit. 

The habit of anyone who tends to leave the gathering after the breaking of bread and offertory sessions 

without listening to the word ministry is unspiritual, unscriptural and forsaking of God’s message. 



 

2. Doctrinal study gathering    -    

We read in Acts 2:42 that “they continued steadfastly in the ‘apostles’ doctrine….”.    ‘Sound 

Doctrine’ (Titus 2:1) must be the standard and magnitude of all learning and teaching in   a New 

Testament patterned Assembly. When the Corinthian Assembly came together they had doctrines 

for edification (1Corinthians 14:26).  Timothy was asked to“   put the brethren in remembrance of 

these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of 

good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained (1 Timothy 4:6). Also he was advised “Till I come, give 

attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine (1 Timothy 4:13) and “Take heed unto thyself, 

and unto the doctrine; continue in them” (1 Timothy 4:16) 

‘Sound Doctrine ‘(Titus 2:1) and ‘Good doctrine’ (1Timothy 4:6) implies the body of teachings derived 

from      “all scriptures’”  ‘given by the inspiration of God’ (2 Timothy 3:16).   Its teaching and hearing 

must effect towards “reproof, for correction and for instruction in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16).  The 

ultimate result is “That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works”   (2 

Timothy 3: 17).  Also it must result into “to have hope”. (Rom 15:4). 

Timothy was asked to “‘teach and exhort” (1 Timothy 6:2), Thus teaching must involve exhortation 

towards edification of the Assembly as implied in 1 Corinthians 14:26.  A model Assembly would always 

have continuous systematic teaching and exhortation gatherings, at least weekly once, focusing all age 

group of believers without which the possibility of the testimony will get ceased in the future. This 

cannot be overruled. 

3. Fellowship and Other Related Gatherings. 

 

“   And they continued steadfastly in…..fellowship” (Acts 2:42).   The   Koine Greek word 

‘Koinonia’ is interchangeably translated   as ‘communion’ and ‘fellowship’.   The term 

designates “acts of fellowship observed among the early Christians or express the unique sense 

of unity and fellowship of which these acts were the outward expression” (Russel Benjamin 

Miller). 

Apostle John reveals the two aspects of ‘fellowship. These are horizontal and vertical, in 1 John 1: 3. 

“That which we have seen and heard declare, we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 

and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ”. The vertical aspect is towards 

the Godhead and the horizontal aspect is towards other believers. Both these aspects are reflected in 

the Lord’s Supper as enumerated in 1 Corinthians 10: 16, 17. Verse 16 indicates that vertical aspect as a 

reminder and renewal of the communion with Christ. “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 

communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 

Christ?”  Verse 17 shows the fellowship with other believers partaking together in the Lord’s Supper. 

“For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread”. 



While the Lord’s Supper is a   week after week reminder on these twofold vital relationship involved in 

fellowship, it cannot be just limited to only in its partaking. 

One another meaning of ‘Koinania’ is contribution. The early church practiced a sort of   communism in 

equal sharing of possessions as part of their fellowship with fellow believers in Acts 2:45 and Acts 4:34, 

35.   This resulted into “Neither was there any among them that lacked”.  However, the practice did not 

continue in a similar form.  The equality, liberty and fraternity involved in the concept are taught by Paul 

in 2 Corinthians 8: 10 to 24 and encouraged the saints to “show” (verse 24).  It is worthy to state that, 

only in the New Testament patterned Assemblies the true principles of  communism  with love of God  is 

practiced while the revolutionary communism  that emerged in the 18th and 19th century  proved to be a  

practical failure. 

Two chapters in the New Testament ( 1 Corinthians 8 and 9)  were  totally devoted by Paul to  teach the 

lesson of giving  as an exercise of the Grace of God in them in view of the collection for the poor saints in 

Jerusalem. The Assembly at Philippi was commended of their “fellowship in the gospel” (Philippians 1: 5)   

which was their material communication (helps)   to Paul in his affliction as stated in Philippians 4: 14 to 

18. Also as mark of their love and fellowship each other, they ‘did eat their meat (meal) with gladness 

and singleness of heart’ (Acts 2:48) followed by the Lord’s Supper. The practice which was known as 

‘agapais’ or love feast (Jude 12) is confirmed by Peter in 2 Peter 2:13, and continued in the early church. 

However,   certain carnal members of the Corinthian church abused the practice by confusing it with the 

Lord’s Supper by “each one eating his own supper” (1 Corinthians.11:21).  Divisions prevailed in the 

Assembly who cliqued together and ate, thus leaving few ‘hungry’ and certain ‘drunken’ (verse 21). 

Thus, after teaching the predominance of the Lord’s Supper, Paul taught “Wherefore, my brethren, 

when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another” (1 Corinthians 11:33), thus setting an order for the 

‘love feast’ gathering. Church history reveals that, even the post apostolic church practiced such love 

feasts as the mark of their love and fellowship. 

That’s why the Assemblies arrange common dining as well as Cottage gathering which must create an 

atmosphere of “gladness and singleness of heart (Acts 2:46b) as experienced in the Assembly at 

Jerusalem while they “ate their meat” together. 

 

 

4. Prayer Meetings:    

“And they continued steadfastly …… and in prayers”.   The apostolic church had regular prayer meetings.  

We read in Acts 4: 24 “…. they lifted up their voice to God with one accord….”  This was in the verge of 

opposition.  When Peter was imprisoned the Church prayed “without ceasing” (Acts 12:5) and well 

known was the prayer meeting held at John’s Mark’s residence (Acts 12: 12).  Prayer was effective and 

answer was quick. 



Paul beseeched the Assembly at Rome that, they “strive together ….. in prayers to God” (Romans 15:30). 

He exhorted the Assembly at Ephesus to “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 

and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints” (Ephesians 6:18). Further 

he  exhorted “ supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, 

and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable  life in all godliness and 

honesty: ( 1 Timothy 2:1,2). Supplications and prayers made are the mark of a local Assembly’s trust and 

dependability to God.  Even though prayers are integral part of all gatherings of the saints, committed 

sessions of prayer and supplications are to be set apart with the whole assembly of Believers in order to 

pray together in unison at least once in a week. 

Having discussed the four basic gatherings of a local Assembly, let us see further certain facts related to 

such gatherings. 

Who should be present in all these gatherings?     

The first century church history, as recorded in the Acts of Apostles reveals that all these basic 

gatherings of the Assembly was attended commonly by all saints of all age groups.  It is not clear 

whether there were held as separate  gatherings exclusively for Youth  or Sisters , Brothers  or   Children, 

though  there is  nothing wrong in such  gatherings   as long as they are held  by the  consent  and  

oversight of the Assembly Elders.   Wherever it is mentioned “when ye come together”, the whole 

church is intended ( 1 Corinthians 11;17, 11:18, 11:20, 11:33, 11:34, 14:23, 14:26), and   not a few based 

on age or gender. We read in Acts 4: 31 onwards,  the   vital  elements  of  assembling of saints  a) filling 

of the Holy Spirit ( v.31) Word ministry (v.31),  unity (v32), communion ( v.32)  all resulted in  “ great 

grace ... upon them all” ( v.33). 

To be present in all these gatherings is not a choice but mandatory as per scripture. It is commanded 

that   “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 

another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10.15). 

 

May God give grace the readers to practice these for His Glory. 


